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‘camry it easily | 


— Because projector, speaker and 
accessories all are combined in a 

single lightweight unit weighing 

only 33 pounds—as compact as a 


suitcase, and really portable!” 















Complete 


Compare Revere—feature for feature—with 
any sound projector at any price. You'll 
: 
agree with audio-visual experts that it’s 
the best buy in l6mm sound projectors. 
Ask your Revere dealer for a demonstration! 


REVERE CAMERA COMPANY, CHICAGO 16 





| thread it quickly! 


—With Revere threading is only 
a matter of seconds. Four handy 
threading points and a simple 


film path make Revere the easiest 





of all sound projectors to thread.” 


‘(run it 
like an expert! 


—All the operating controls on the Revere 
are at my fingertips ... easy to see 


and reach. Focusing, tilt control and 


ee ™ framing are simple as can 
@ > 
be. Fast, automatic rewind 
< eliminates long waiting 


between reels,”’ 


“So simple, I entrust my students to 
operate our Revere Sound Projector” 


“With my students handling the operation of our 
Revere, il leaves me free for the advisory aspects of 
sound movies. Too, it encourages a greater feeling of 
student participation, increasing the interest and 
educational value of our audio-visual program.” 


More and more schools, churches and business organizations prefer 

Revere Sound Projectors for their portability and operating ease. 

They are selecting Revere, too, because of its rich “*theatre-tone”’ 

and brilliance . . . its precision-built, dependable quality. And at 

SPN 7 50 Revere’s low price, they can buy several projectors instead of one 
ad 


—thus extending the scope of their audio-visual activities. 
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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 





The self-seeker seldom finds himself. 
* * * 
At a round-table conference always 
be square in your thinking. 
ok ” 
An upright man can never be a down- 
right failure. 
* ok * 
Wit comes from the brain, humor 
from the heart. 


* * * 
Envy is never a product of broad- 
mindedness. 
* * * 


Cultivate a gratitude that is able “in 
everything to give thanks.” 
* * * 
Time, like money, can be wisely or 
unwisely spent. 
* * * 
Beauty of character often comes 
from fellowship with God. 
* * * 


Human beings are like fruits; some 
sweet, others sour. 
* * * 


Only when you give love will you 
receive it. 
* * * 
Seize your opportunities or cxperi- 
ence lasting regrets. 
* * * 
Concentration is an asset when ap- 
plied to worthy objects. 
* * * 
There are two essentials to happi- 
ness; one is something to do, and the 


other is someone to love. 
* * * 


Psychological analyses of worry 
show that the most frequent cause is 
self-pity, which, strange as it may 
seem, is a form of conceit. 

* * * 

Often, we can determine what a man 

wants by observing what he does, rath- 


er than by listening to what he says. 
* * * 


We really desire a goal only if we 
are willing to take the detailed, and 
sometimes very exacting steps neces- 
sary for achieving it. 

* * * 

Obstinacy is when a person cannot 
be reasoned with or persuaded in any 
way; when he has a closed mind. Don’t 
cultivate such an attitude under the 
mistaken notion that it “shows will 
power.” 

* * * 

A man who keeps his moral prin- 
ciples in one compartment of his mind 
nd his daily experiences in another 
annot be truly happy, for he is thus 
ailing to accomplish things in which 
e deeply believes. 
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LIFE VICTORIOUS 


by JOSEPH FORT NEWTON 





re) This book is more than biography or history. It 
\ 4 tells the story of Augustine, Francis of Assisi, 
\ John Wesley and others. An eloquent appeal for 
a revival of the strengthening faith. Based on a volume long 
out of print. $1.25 


THE ANGEL STANDING 


by ARCHIBALD RUTLEDGE 


A message of courage, comfort, and good cheer. Out of history, 
science, and great literature come illustrations of men who have 
lived with “one foot in heaven.” Leaves the reader with the im- 
pression he, too, can live like that. $.75 


HUMAN ADVENTURES IN 
HAPPY LIVING 


by WILLIAM L. STIDGER 


A master story-teller writes of men from all 
walks of life, some famous and some obscure. All 





% different but with one thing in common—their 


lives are full of human understanding. A happy book that sends 
the reader on a quest for the inner radiance that will make his 


life shine. 


HOW RICH THE HARVEST 


by SAMUEL M. ZWEMER 


$2.00 


A series of glowing short essays on Bible themes and missions. 
Covering a vast field, the author writes of the great fundamentals 
of life and sets candles glowing in the reader’s heart. $1.50 
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HOW TO LIVE EFFECTIVELY 


by J. RICHARD SNEED 
An antidote to modern man’s fears and frustra- 
tions. Techniques of abundant living proved in 
modern life. Deep, reverent understanding—out 
of a pastor’s wide experience. $1.50 


JUNIOR NATURE SERMONS 

by JACOB J. SESSLER 

Talks in language children can understand. Stories of croco- 
diles, rabbits, flowers and the fish in the sea—the author makes 
all the phenomena of nature objects of spiritual content and 
truth. $1.50 


At All Bookstores 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


INEW YORK 10 
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THE EDITOR’S DRAWER 


Laymen for Full Time Church Work 

I was intrigued by a classified ad- 
vertisement in the September issue 
of Church Management. A large, 
metropolitan church was seeking a 
layman who wants to devote himself 
to full time religious work. He will 
receive a salary and an apartment 
for himself and family in the parish 
hall of the church. 

In every pastorate the writer 
served there were laymen who loved 
the work of the church and would 
have welcomed an opportunity to 
serve in this way. It may be that 
this church has found a solution to 
the dearth of ministerial candidates. 
If you have a layman—especially 
one who can direct social and athletic 
activities, who you think would like 
work of this nature, have him write 
me. 





William H. Leach. 
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New Harper Religious Books 


One of the greatest and most useable collections of poetry 
ever published - - 2020 poems by over 900 poets 


Edited by JAMES DALTON MORRISON 


OMPLETENESS and convenience put this new anthology above any of 

its predecessors; it contains more than 1500 poems not to be found in any 
other—a selection of both classic and modern poetry; it contains a unique 
topical classification plus cross indexing. 


“A breath-taking book, unquestionably the most complete and valuable collection of the poetry 
of religion ever brought together.’”’—HALFORD E, LUCCOCK. 


700 pages in extra-large format, $5.00. 










































CAN PROTESTANTISM 
WIN AMERICA? 


Charles Clayton Morrison. Here is straight hard 
thinking on a central problem of religious life 
today, sure to provoke controversy, though care- 
fully documented throughout. Dr. Charles Clay- 
ton Morrison, for forty years editor of ‘‘Chris- 
tian Century,’’ now presents in book form his 
most popular series. Based on the articles which 
appeared in “Christian Century,’ the material 
has been rewritten and one completely new 
chapter added. $2.50 


THE BEST OF 
JOHN HENRY JOWETT 


Edited by Gerald Kennedy. One of the 
most popular of the new generation of 
preachers presents an all-time master 
preacher in this first book of a new 
series. Bishop Kennedy’s selections of 
THE BEST OF JOHN HENRY JOWETT 
comprise 34 sermons, meditations, short 
addresses, prayers, Bible studies and 
lectures. Each is selected for the help it 
offers the preaching ministry today. $2.00 
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THE SELECTED POEMS 
OF JOHN OXENHAM 


Edited by Charles L. Wallis. “The most sig- 
nificant poems of Oxenham are here, the well- 
known ones and those not so well known. It is 
delightful to come across excellent poems that 
are entirely new to American readers. John 
Oxenham is an excellent guide for a return to 
the gospel which Christ preached—and was. This 
book should be somewhat of a sensation among 
Christians in America.’””>—-THOMAS CURTIS 
CLARK. $2.00 


PREACHING FROM 
THE PSALMS 


Kyle M. Yates. “In PREACHING FROM 
THE PROPHETS he made the reviewer 
think more about the prophets than 
about preaching. In the present book 
Dr. Yates has done a still better piece 
of work. Now he stresses the preaching 
values more than the Psalms them- 
selves. The style throughout is simple, 
clear and interesting. I anticipate for 
the book a wide use among pastors 
who wish to learn more about the mean- 
ing of a teaching ministry today.” 

ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. $2.00 


THE AFRICA OF 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER 


Charles R. Joy and Melvin Arnold. Here is a re- 
markable documentary of over 170 vivid pictures 
and 50,000-plus words of text which creates the 
impression of a visit with Albert Schweitzer. 
It may be read in one of three ways: from pic- 
tures and captions alone, from text alone, or 
from a combination of the two. $3.75 


THE LORD’S 
SUPPER: 


Seven Meanings 


By Harold E. Fey. Here is invaluable 
meditative and sermonic material on 
Holy Communion. Dr. Fey has found 
within the universal observance of the 
Lord’s Supper in the Christian sects 
seven separate meanings: remembrance, 
thanksgiving, covenant, affirmation, spir 
itual food, atonement and immortality. 
Through deeper understanding in each 
meaning, members of different denomina- 
tions ean find greater significance in 


LINCOLN AND THE 
PREACHERS 


Edgar DeWitt Jones. How Lincoln influenced 
the preachers and how the preachers’ influ- 
enced Lincoln—-told by an outstanding Lincoln 
scholar. Ready November 24. $2.50 





this universal observance. Suggestive 
material for a _ series of sermons on A GI JIDEBOOK TO 
communion Sundays. $1.50 


Ready in December. THE BIBLE 

Alice Parmelee. In this first popularization of 
the best scholarship on the origins of the Bible, 
an experienced and knowing creator of church 
school teaching materials turns to an _ exposi- 
tion of the sources and background of. the Bible, 
written exclusively for the layman, $3.50 





At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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150 Nassau Street 


Schools and Colleges. 


A FIVE-POINT ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
IMPORTANT CHRISTMAS SUGGESTIONS 


1. Our Appealing Christmastide Money Collectors 
The “Christmas Tree” Dollar in Dimes 
The “Christmas Star” Dollar in Dimes 
The “Christmas Tree” Slot Envelope__________ _____$2.50 Per Hundred 


$4.25 Per Hundred 


Centainer Envelopes, 50c Extra Per Hundred 


2. Our Christmas Community Carol Folder No. 7 


(With Scripture Responses) 


3. Our Candlelighting Service Folder 


Affording Inspiration and Pleasure. 


$1.35 Per Hundred; 25c a dozen 


Order Samples by Number 


Inviting a Large Evening Attendance. 
i a re ee eee a $2.50 Per Hundred 


4. Our Christmas Candlelighting Invitation Post Card 


For Group Singing of the loved carols in Churches, Civic Organizations, 
$1.75 Per Hundred; $15.00 Per Thousand 


Old Christmas 


5. Worship Program Folders in Abundant and Choice Variety 
PASTOR’S LETTERHEADS and GREETING FOLDERS, OFFERING ENVELOPES 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 


New York 7, N. Y. 


“SERVICE AND DEPENDABILITY SINCE 1848” 

















Ministerial Oddities 








Collected by Thomas H. Warner 





Authorship 
Ministers read a great many books, 
and most ministers have the desire to 
write a book. It may be of interest to 
learn how authors work. 
* * » 


Dr. Adam Clarke, the commentator, 
used to write without relaxation or 
intermission ten or twelve hours a day. 
He never took any recreation and yet 
always enjoyed the best of health. 


* * ™ 


Lord Francis Bacon wrote in the 
intervals of business, but kept his 
writings in his desk until he had lei- 
sure to revise them. His inimitable 
style is the result of careful polish. 

~ * * 

Robert Browning’s manuscripts were 
written in a clear, plain hand, with 
few erasures. His legendary poetry is 
founded on folk-lore tales he had heard 
or read. 

* * * 


Fenimore Cooper wrote rapidly and 
spent little time in revision. He is 
said to have sent much of his copy 
to the printer without taking the trou- 


ble to read it after it was written. 
* * * 

Edmund Burke’s works were mostly 
done on the spur of the moment io 
meet an emergency. His style was 
natural rather than acquired, since he 
gave little attention to revision. It is 
said that he “read every book as though 
he would never see it again, and thus 
made it his possession for life.” 

bad * * 

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote regu- 
larly, and spent much time in revision. 
It is said that many of his essays were 
copied ten or twelve times before he 
allowed them to be published. 

* * * 

David Hume wrote thirteen hours a 
day while preparing his History of 
England. 

on * x 

Charles Montesquieu, the French 
political historian, speaking of one of 
his books, said to a friend: “You will 
read it in a few hours, but I assure 
you it cost me so much labour that it 
has whitened my hair.” 

* * * 

Thomas B. Macaulay was a tireless 
worker. The amount of his reading 
was prodigious. His writings were 
drafted out, corrected, re-written and 
re-written again. He searched every- 
where for material. It is said he would 


read a volume to make a line. He was 
called “the omnivorous reader,” and 
“Macaulay the omniscient.” 

~ * * 


It is said that George Eliot read a 
thousand books to write Daniel De- 
ronda. 

> oa * 


Robert Dale Owen said that he had 
to examine one hundred and _ fifty 
books to obtain a single item for one 
of his books. 

~ * * 


Miss Mary E. Braddon, an English 
novelist, received $12.50 for her most 
popular book. She celebrated her sev- 
entieth birthday by issuing her sixty- 
second book. Royalties have been paid 
to her on over a million copies. 

* * * 


There have been a number of wri! 
ers whose fame is based on a sing!° 
book. Harriet Beecher Stowe on L’:- 
cle Tom’s Cabin. Stephen Crane 
Red Badge of Courage. Edward Noy’: 
Westcott on David Harum. Beatrice 
Harraden on Ships That Pass in t 
Night. Samuel Warren on Ten Thi 
sand a Year. 


Among poets Thomas Gray is kno' 
by his Elegy, Thompson by his Seaso 
and Young by his Night Thoughts. 


—a 


aa a ae 
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Amsterdam Mosaic 


E took our Amsterdam second hand- 
Wea For two weeks in September the 

editor of Church Management jour- 
neyed with a team which represented the New 
York State Council of Churches to lecture on 
local church efficiency. Ten communities were 
visited in ten days. One feature of the conven- 
tion program was an hour devoted to reports 
from Amsterdam. One report delivered ten 
times might have been tedious. But reports 
by a different person in nearly every session 
was really a fascinating experience.* Of course 
each speaker was colored by his own back- 
ground. He approached the matter from his 
own individual viewpoint. The result was a 
mosaic of many shapes and colors. From this 
we have reached certain convictions which we 
think will interest our readers. 


1. The council is definitely a going concern. 
Up to the Amsterdam meeting all consultations 
were in the exploratory state. But the organi- 
zation has been set up and appears very lively 
and permanent. One hundred and fifty de- 
nominations have become members. The vari- 
ous groups are serious in their intention to 
achieve unity. There are variations of the- 
ology and practice but there is unity in the 
recognition of the diety of Jesus Christ. 


2. There are still things which divide the de- 
nominations in the world council. They could 
not come together in one service of communion. 
Three services were necessary. The great ma- 
jority met at one service. But the Lutheran 





*The reporters were Eugene L. Smith, minister, 
St. Mark’s Methodist Church, Brooklyn, New York; 
Miss Antonia Froendt of the Secretariat of the World 
Council of Churches; Walter L. Scranton, minister, Me- 
morial Methodist Church, White Plains, New York; 
Shelton H. Bishop, rector, St. Philips Episcopal 
Church, New York City; Henry Smith Leiper, secre- 
tary, World Council of Churches; C. Lacey Van Nor- 
man, minister, Methodist Church, Albion, New York. 





churches had their own, as did the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. 

The clash between the European and Ameri- 
can theologies was evident—but not noisy. 
Europeans refer to “the kingdom of God, 
American style,” with a little touch of sar- 
casm. But it is equally as difficult for our good 
American liberals to appreciate the “theology 
of desperation” of Europe. Americans largely 
are theological optimists who believe that the 
spirit of Christ can and will redeem this sinful 
old world. 


3. It is going to be hard to unite on a defi- 
nition of the nature of the church. That is to be 
expected. As there never has been unity among 
Protestants in America on this subject we can 
hardly expect it in the world church very soon. 
The Christian church is today a minority group 
in the world. All reporters agreed on this. 
But they differed as to whether Christianity 
will always be a minority group. There is much 
dynamic faith which believes that Christianity 
is to grow until it becomes a controlling force 
in the world. The division on this subject par- 
allels the division on the nature of the church. 


4. In actual practice Christians work in a 
better spirit of unity than they talk. Barth 
may imply that men have no contribution to 
make to social progress because that lies in the 
hands of God, but the reporters noticed that he 
and those who follow the same line of theolog- 
ical reasoning are active in good works and 
charitable deeds. 

5. The church is supra-national in character. 
There was no division of thought on this. The 
state and the church have different realms. 
This meeting was comparatively free from na- 
tionalistic interference. Myron Taylor, the 
president’s special representative to the Vati- 
can, was rebuffed when he attempted to bring 
official overtures. It is more than possible that 
the publicity given his unfortunate effort did 














cause the withdrawal of the Russian church 
from the meeting. We are glad that the coun- 
cil officials held their ground. We have be- 
lieved that it was unfortunate that John Fos- 
ter Dulles was permitted to take such a large 
part. So far as this writer knows Mr. 
Dulles is a good Christian and good church- 
man. But his antipathy for Russia and every- 
thing Russian is so well known that the pub- 
licity given his address was naturally inter- 
preted as being nationalistic. 

6. The Church of Rome was not represented 
but there were Roman Catholic observers. At 
least there were applications for observers 
tickets from some Roman Catholic individuals. 
We think that the scope of the meeting and the 
world-wide publicity given it challenges the 
Roman Catholic Church to state for popular 
consumption, its attitude toward the World 
Council of Churches. There can, of course, be 
no united Christian church without the Roman 
chureh. 

7. Those mystical souls who sojourned to 
Amsterdam report deep and thrilling experi- 
ences. For one reporter it was the first fel- 
lowship with men of other denominations. For 
an hour he awaited in the great assembly his 
turn for communication. Then it came. A 
mighty force which could not be resisted lifted 
him to. his feet and he made his way to the 
altar. To others it may have been a great and 
colorful meeting; this reporter found the im- 
print of the spirit of God. 

On the whole it was a pretty mosaic. There 
were varieties of color of skin and vestment. 
There were the many languages as on the day 
of Pentecost. But for a period a great and 
diverse body of one hundred and fifty de- 
nominations became one—as God is in Christ 
and Christ is in the Father. 





Post Vacation Reflections 


UMMER is vacation time in the United 
S States—especially in its churches. Tradi- 
tionally July and August are months of 
closed churches, absent pastors, guest preach- 
ers, substitute musicians, small congregations 
and indifferent services. It falls to the lot of 
the editor of Church Management to serve as 
guest preacher in many churches during the 
summer months. It would be incorrect to say 
that he sees the churches in action: he sees 
them in inaction; but from conversations and 
observations can get a pretty fair picture of 
the individual organizations. 
For a quarter century this magazine has had 
a positive program for the local church sum- 
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mer program. 1) Let the minister take a va- 
cation; both preacher and congregation need 
a separation. 2) Recognize the vacation spirit 
and cut down on the number of. services. 
3) Plan the services that are held carefully so 
that they will be worth while. 4) Make sure 
that the physical arrangements are as com- 
fortable as they can be made. 5) Give the guest 
preacher and soloist a break. 


Progress has been made during the years. 
But it has been nothing to write home about. 
Churches are still poorly ventilated. Custo- 
dians wait until a few minutes of the church 
hour to open the windows. Ushers are irregu- 
lar in attendance. The treasurer probably goes 
away and forgets to leave a check. Even the 
hard-working minister rushes away without 
completing the details of the services. It takes 
a lot of Christian grace to pray for some of 
the leadership in vacation churches. 

But the tragic thing is not the emotional re- 
action of the guest preacher; it is the total 
breakdown in the continuity of the church pro- 
gram. Church school classes double up and 
an unprepared teacher stumbles through an 
indifferent presentation. A notebook could be 
filled with historical, biblical and social inaccu- 
racies which have floated into our ears over the 
years. I doubt if any self-respecting minister 
would approve of such religious instruction 
during the ten active months of the school year. 
But instruction takes a vacation. 

There was a period during the war when 
summer attendance picked up. The optimistic 
soul found reason for believing that a sensible 
summer program might be possible. But 1948— 
more than any year in a decade—has been a 
vacation year. I believe that a check would 
show the smallest summer congregations for 
some years. The good attendance during the 
war years probably was not an indication of 
increasing piety but, rather, lack of automo- 
biles and gasoline. 

Everywhere during the summer of 1948 
there was an air of prosperity. People drove 
away in new automobiles. They scorned th¢ 
self help plan of vacations of an earlier period 
and stopped at the best hotels and paid for the 
best meals. America was not alone taking 2 
vacation but was enjoying the experience. W: 
doubt, very much, if the average person i 
anxious to see a curb placed upon the high cost 
of living or the high incomes which charac 
terize our day. 

Of course there were exceptions. The con 
gregations in a number of instances, in cor 
trast with the prevailing situations, wer 

(Turn to page 78) 
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crinoline dress with its hoop skirt, 

her beautiful curls drooping 
gracefully from her white widow’s cap, 
the Lady of Godey’s sat easily at her 
desk. Needing no glasses in spite of 
her seventy-five years, her eyes spar- 
kled as she caught sight of. an import- 
ant-looking letter just brought her 
from the post. The letter bore the 
post-mark of the nation’s capital city 
and the return address of the Secre- 
tary of State. Trembling with sup- 
pressed excitement she opened the let- 
ter and read: 


Pe quite lovely in her black 


September 29, 1863 
Dear Madam: 


I have received your most interest- 
ing letter ... and have commended the 
same to the consideration of the Presi- 


dent. 
William H. Seward. 


Mrs. Hale smiled as she re-read the 
letter. For seventeen years she had 
been working incessantly for the es- 
tablishing of a day of national Thanks- 
giving, and this was her first tangible 
evidence of success. 

Contrary to most opinion, our na- 
tional Thanksgiving day did not orig- 
inate with the Pilgrim Fathers. Nor 
has it been a continuous practice in 
our nation’s history. In 1621, the Pil- 
grims did set a kind of pattern for 
the celebration which has always ap- 
pealed to the imagination of America. 
Many of the things also, which they 
did at that first thanksgiving have 
their counterpart in present day ob- 
servance. The feasting, the family re- 
unions, the football games and other 
amusements can be traced back to the 
Pilgrim example as they feasted on 
wild turkey, held their military drills, 
engaged in wrestling bouts and other 
ithletic contests, and for the better 
art of a week, gave themselves over 
general rejoicing. In the succeed- 
ng years, that pattern was reproduced 
nany times in various sections of the 
‘ountry and on widely divergent dates. 
ut it was not until two hundred and 
rty years after the Pilgrims that 
ir nation set aside a definite and 
regular day of Thanksgiving to be 
served simultaneously by all our 
ople. 


—~ mic =f tee ng 


_ 


— 


Thanksgiving Day is a distinctively 
merican holiday, and that we have 
as such, we owe largely to the ef- 


*Minister, Haws Avenue Methodist Church, 
rristown, Pennsylvania, 


She Made Thanksgiving National 


The Lady of Godey’s Was Not Easily Discouraged 


by William C, Skeath* 


forts of the remarkable woman who 
received the letter from Secretary 
Seward. She was New England born, 
but spent most of her public life in 
Philadelphia. He name was Sarah 
Buell Hale, and, as editor of Godey’s 
Lady Book she worked incessantly for, 
and finally secured, the designation of 
the last Thursday in November as a 
day of national rejoicing. 

In her efforts Mrs. Hale was moti- 
vated solely by a sincere patriotism. 
The idea came to her at a time when 
the question of slavery was threaten- 
ing to disrupt the nation. It was her 
conviction that if America could be 
led to consider the events which had 
brought the Constitution and its ac- 
companying Bill of Rights into being; 
if the attention of the people could 
be focused on the way in which the 
liberties granted by that Constitution 
had been preserved through the years, 
the nation would be bound together so 
closely that no question—no matter 








A PARSONAGE WEDDING SETTING 
By Marian Ebersole 


When a marriage is to be performed 
at the parsonage, the lamp, radio and 
assorted magazines are removed from 
the living room table, and replaced by 
a cross, lighted candles, an open Bible, 
and, if available, flowers; chairs are 
re-arranged so they informally face 
the improvised altar. This can be done 
while the wedding party is being re- 
ceived. During the minister’s consulta- 
tion with the bride and groom record- 
ings are played on a portable electric 
player in the adjoining room — “Oh 
Promise Me,” “Because,” “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” During the ceremony violin 
or piano recordings, such as “Medita- 
tion” from Thais, are played softly. 





how divisive it might be—would be 
able to disrupt the organic union of 
the States. 

Born October, 1788, Mrs. Hale was 
close enough to the origins of our 
country to have caught its inspiration. 
Moreover, under the guidance of her 
lawyer husband she had made a care- 
ful study of American and world his- 
tory. She had intelligence enough to 
distinguish between a day of fasting 
and penitence in contrast to a day of 
thanksgiving and gladness. She knew 
of course that many communities and 
states had, at various times, observed 
both forms of the day. But national 
Thanksgiving Days: days in which 
the entire nation had been asked by 
the President to engage in thanksgiv- 
ing for blessings enjoyed as a whole 
people—of these there had been com- 
paratively few. 


She was acquainted with the rea- 
sons which had called forth these few 
national Thanksgivings. In 1789 Presi- 
dent Washington had proclaimed such 
a day in thankfulness for the adoption 
of the Constitution and its Bill of 
Rights. That had made the Constitu- 
tion the foundation of our democracy 
and the supreme law of the land. His 
second proclamation in 1795 was occa- 
sioned by the successful suppression 
of the disturbances centering about 
the Shay Rebellion which in _ itself 
was a test of the workableness of the 
Constitution. President Madison had 
issued such a proclamation in 1815 out 
of gratitude for the successful ter- 
mination of the war of 1812 in which 
the Constitution had again proved its 
virility. But from the time of Madi- 
son’s proclamation in 1815 until Oc- 
tober, 1863—a period of some sixty- 
five years—the nation had not been 
called to a day of national Thanks- 
giving. 

Campaign Opened 


Mrs. Hale, by an editorial, formally 
opened her campaign for a truly na- 
tional Thanksgiving in 1846—a cam- 
paign which she carried on by editor- 
ials in her magazine, and by thousands 
literally- of hand-written letters to 
prominent men of affairs and of state. 
It was a campaign which was to con- 
tinue for seventeen years before the 
goal was realized. She did it because 
she sensed the dangers that again 
threatened the nation. Her purpose, 
however, had begun to form long be- 
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fore the formal launching of the cam- 
paign. In 1827 she had said, ““We have 
too few holidays; Thanksgiving, like 
the Fourth of July, should be consid- 
ered a national festival and observed 
by all our people as an exponent of 
our Republican (today we would say 
‘democratic’) institutions.” 

She refused to be discouraged by 
lack of immediate results. In 1852, 
we find her writing: “The unifying in- 
fluence of such a festival can hardly 
be overrated. The pulpits during that 
day, one every year, will be occupied 
with the stirring incidents of our na- 
tional history . the people of our 
country will learn to value the bond 
of national union when they know with 
what mighty labors and sacrifices it 
was wrought.” Again—almost on the 
verge of war—in 1859; “Seventy years 
ago the political union of the United 
States was consummated. If every 
state would join in Union Thanksgiv- 
ing on the 24th of this month, would 
it not. be a renewal pledge of love and 
loyalty to the Constitution of the 
United States which guarantees peace, 
prosperity, progress and perpetuity to 
our great Republic?” 

In addition to her editorials, over a 
period of years, she wrote letters to 
the separate governors of the states, 
and to the successive presidents ask- 
ing them to set aside a day in which 
the nation might think, not alone about 
its form of government, but also of 
the providential way that government 
had been preserved in its historic 
crises. 

Among the governors her efforts 
achieved a degree of success, for by 
1852 all but two of them had asked 
their respective states to observe the 
day. The people generally, however, 
paid little attention to her appeals. 
The southern states seemed to fear it 
as a plan to impose a Puritanic sub- 
stitute for those Christmas festivities 
in which the South has always taken 
a great delight. This apathy on the 
part of the people was possibly the 
reason why the presidents to whom 
she wrote—Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, 
and Lincoln—seemed to pay such 
scant heed to her appeals. 

But in spite of these discourage- 
ments, she persisted in her letter writ- 
ing, even after war had flared be- 
tween the states. Immediately after 
the battle of Gettysburg—even though 
Lincoln had already set apart Thurs- 





day, August 6, as a day of thanksgiv- 
ing—she wrote to Mr. Seward, Lin- 
coln’s Secretary of State, asking his 
friendly intervention with the Presi- 
dent on the matter. Seward’s reply, 
written September 29, 1863, seems to 
have been the most encouraging up to 
that moment: “I have received your 
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interesting letter . . . and have com- 
mended the same to the consideration 
of the President.” 
Lincoln’s Proclamation 

Four days after Seward had writ- 
ten her—on October 3, 1863—Lincoln 
issued a proclamation setting the last 
Thursday of November as a day of 
National Thanksgiving. He followed 
this proclamation by a similar one in 
1864 and thus established a precedent 
for a Thanksgiving Day for the entire 
nation. In his renowned Gettysburg 
address—uttered only a few days be- 
fore the Thanksgiving he had _ pro- 
claimed—he set out the reason for his 
thanksgiving; that in times of national 
crisis our citizens have always been 
ready to “so dedicate’ themselves 
“that this government of the people, 
by the people and for the people should 
not perish from the earth.” 





Up to this time the nation had been 
apathetic toward the day. Now it be- 
came enthusiastic for it. Harper’s 
Weekly in an editorial which expressed 
the sentiment of the majority of the 
people, said: “It is a fortunate cir- 
cumstance that our annual offering 
festival has become a national affair 
in which the whole people participate 
vpon a common day. . We forget 
that we are states and come to offer 
tribute to God in our capacity as a 
nation. The festival thus becomes 
more significant, not only in its altered 
character but in its larger suggestions 
and motives.” 


Following the death of Lincoln, 
President Johnson rather reluctantly 
continued the observance of the day. 
In his proclamations he makes no men- 
tion of the death of Lincoln, though 
he does continue the day Lincoln made 
national. In Johnson’s third proclama- 
tion he definitely gives his reason for 
the continuation of the day: “In con- 
formity with a recent custom that may 
now be regarded as established on na- 
tional approval, I do 
hereby recommend ... that Thursday 
the 28th of November be observed as 
a day of national Thanksgiving.” 


consent and 


Since then, each President in turn— 
until Franklin D. Roosevelt—has set 
aside the last Thursday in November 
as a national day of Thanksgiving. 
Franklin Roosevelt attempted to change 
the date to an earlier day in Novem- 
ber but his idea encountered consider- 
able opposition. Influenced by the 
controversy over the date, Congress 
which to this time had given no offi- 
cial recognition to the day, took action 
establishing the fourth Thursday in 
November as Thanksgiving Day. 

Our national Thanksgiving Day is 
not just a glorified “Harvest Home” 


festival. Nor is it merely a religious 


observance. It is as. distinctive] 
American as ‘the Fourth of July or th 
twenty-second of February. It is 
day given to America for grateful co: 
sideration of the unique system < 
government under which we live. 

is a day for remembering the prov: 
dential way in which that governme: 
has been preserved, and the sacrificia! 
way in which, time after time, our peo- 
ple have been ready to defend thei 
government with their lives. 





Rules for the 
Guest Minister” 


(From the Thirty-nine Articles) 

1. Enter through side door at time 
choir goes in. 

2. Remain standing through Hymn 
of Praise and Adoration (printed on 
calendar). 

3. Pronounce invocation, ending with 
Lord’s Prayer and Amen by minister. 
(This is your only Amen.) 

4. Sit down during anthem. 

5. Scripture reading from lectern. 
Push button up on loudspeaker on lec- 
tern. (It works hard). When Bible 
reading is finished, push button down 
to turn it off and prevent double talk 
when you speak from pulpit. Consult 
secretary if you want to try a dry run 
before service. 

6. Announce hymn. Congregation 
rises for singing of hymn. 

7. Prayer—Choir gives Amen. 

8. Immediately following prayer, 
walk down and stand behind communion 
table, directly in back of collection 
plates. When ushers line up in front 
of you, take the pile of plates and walk 
in front of them, but not so fast that 
they don’t have time to take one off. 
Walk around in back of table and put 
large tray down. Return to seat be- 
hind pulpit until you hear the first bar 
of the Doxology. Ushers come forward 
and stand while congregation sings 
Doxology. No Amen to Doxology. Your 
short prayer of thanksgiving follows. 
Amen is by choir. You remain in pul- 
pit for prayer of thanksgiving. Ushers 
then place plates on table. 

9. Announce hymn. 

10. Sermon. 

11. Short prayer 
going right into 
Amen by the choir. 

12. During choral Amen walk to ba: 
of church and stand by either door ‘° 
greet congregation as they regretful 
leave. 

13. Remind secretary to give y 
check and to express for me my si 
cere thanks. 


following sermon, 


Benediction with 


*These rules are given the guest preachers 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, 0! 
John Bruere is the minister and, we think, * 
author. 
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This Church Created Its Own Drama 


by Kenneth D. Miller” 


More important than the pageant printed hereafter is the idea 
and the method of creating a traditional drama for your own 
church. Mr. Miller, formerly one of the ministers of the First 
Methodist Church, Oakland, California, tells how it was accom- 


plished in that church. 


The pageant as given is presented on 


another page. 


UT of a dissatisfaction with the 

usual published religious drama, 

in that it failed to express the 
central mood of the great religious 
holidays, one group set out on a proj- 
ect of m. king their own dramas from 
the original Since the pro- 
duction of a Christmas pageant was 
of immediate concern, the birth stories 
of Jesus were taken as the first object 
of study. 

On the conviction that 
Bible stories have been more enduring, 
they do contain the best dramatic ma- 
terial, as we!l as the central truth of 
the religious holiday, the group turned 
to the birth stories of Jesus, rather 
than trying to “invent” a story about 
Christmas. An analytical study was 
made of the various from 
Matthew and Luke, as well as the 
prophecies usually connected with the 
nativity, asking the following ques- 
“Where is the conflict in the 

What forces are opposed to 
each other? What main characters 
represent these conflicts? What is the 
main plot—what do the stories say 
when taken as a whole? Are there 
parts of the stories that do not con- 
tribute to that plot? Are there any 


stories. 


since the 


stories 


tions: 


story ? 


Minister, Federated Church, Patterson, Cali- 
rnia. : 


additions that must be made to clarify 
the theme?” 

The central story was then divided 
into its constituent scenes, and each 
scene was studied by a committee from 
the group. The following outline was 
used: “Where does the scene take 
place? What actually happened — put 
it in words? How many essential 
characters are in the scene? What did 
they say, as recorded in the Bible? 
What was implied that they said from 
the narrative? How would they have 
said it? How can this scene be best 
dramatized — dialogue, narrator, pan- 
tomine, tableau, or combination?” 

The results of these studies were 
turned over to a small committee, who 
were charged to prepare a preliminary 
script. As they worked, they asked, 
“What method or methods can best be 
used to present the story? What is 
the general theme? Will all scenes 
fit this theme? What characters are 
needed? What sort of persons are 
they? Is the dialogue in character? 
What additions must be made for 
clarity? What music is needed to 
tie the whole production together?” 

In the case of this Christmas story, it 
was decided that the central theme was 
“the coming of light into the world” 
in the person of Jesus. Since the high 






mood was that of worship, the chancel 
of the church was to be used for the 
production with a minimum of scenery 
and properties. A combination of 
methods of dramatization was agreed 
upon: choral speaking to present the 
prophecies, narration by the father of 
a modern family to his children, dia- 
logue for some of the scenes, panto- 
mine with music for others, and music 
throughout, both to maintain the mood 
and to tell the story. In place of the 
traditional stage curtain and scenery, 
controlled lighting with colors was to 
be used. 

After the script was completed, dis- 
cussed, and revised, working commit- 
tees were appointed, taking in as many 
age groups of the church as possible. 
The musical portion of the pageant 
was divided between the Junior, Inter- 
mediate, and Adult Choirs, while the 
acting and choral speaking was en- 
trusted to the young people and young 
adults. The lighting, staging, cos- 
tumes, and makeup put in the hands 
of interest committees. Under efficient 
direction the pageant was rounded into 
unified production with five general re- 
hearsals and one dress rehearsal. 

The result, given on the Sunday be- 
fore Christmas, was commonly evalu- 
ated as “the most significant dramatic 
production in the history of the church.” 
From this hearty reaction, the Board 
of Education of the church voted to 
make the pageant a traditional produc- 
tion of the church, with a committee 
being appointed to “care for the script,” 
evaluating it in the light of the experi- 
ence, making any additions or changes, 

(Turn to next page) 








SAVOY CHRISTMAS CRECHE 





The creche, shown above, was formerly the property of the House of Savoy, ruling family of 
taly. Many of the figures have been done after the tradition of De La Robbia, the great artist potter. 








t is now owned by Helena Penrose, antique dealer, located at 931 Third Avenue, New York City. 
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New Testament Hymns of the 
Nativity 


In the colorful music of Christmas we oftimes forget the hymns 


of the nativity which are found in the New Testament. 


This 


brief commentary is published with the thought that you might 

find some time in your Christmas services to have them sung by 

the choir or even by the congregation. They could be given at one 

time as a choir selection. Musical arrangements will be found in 
most church hymnals. 


THE MAGNIFICAT (Luke 1:46-55) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowlincss 
of his handmaiden. 

For behold; from henceforth all gen- 
erations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magni- 
fied me, and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear 
him throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his 
arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the hum- 
ble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good 
things; and the rich he hath sent 
empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath 
holpen his servant Israel, as he prom- 
ised to our forefathers, Abraham and 
his seed, for ever. 


This Church Created Its Own Drama 
(From page 11) 

and preparing it for use the follow- 

ing year. 

Since this first experience of the 
group, they have undertaken to pre- 
pare an Easter drama, using the same 
method of group writing. This time 
they agreed that the story of Emmaus 
Road provided the best basis for a 
dramatic situation, using the method 
of flashbacks to dramatize the events 
of the crucifixion and resurrection as 
Cleopas told them. Since the character 
of Jesus could not be portrayed by a 
living actor, the writers experimented 
with the use of slides, in conjunction 
with actors. The slide picture was 
projected from behind the screen, using 
translucent screens, thus the paraphen- 
alia of projection did not detract from 
the mood of worship. The screens, 
then, could be decorated to fit into the 
backdrops of the various settings. 

These two productions have con- 
vinced one group, at least, that effec- 
tive religious drama is not without the 
scope of the average church program, 
and that it can be both dramatic and 
religious without being either profes- 
sional or amateurish. 

The pageant, as it was produced, 
appears in this issue of Church Man- 
agement, starting on page 24. 





ARY who was to mother Jesus 
went to the home of her cousin 
Elizabeth whose husband was a 

priest by the name of Zechariah. The 
child was heavy within her and when 
she greeted her cousin she was wel- 
comed with strange words. 

Said Elizabeth: 


Blessed art thou among women and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And 

















whence is this to me that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me. 

Mary’s reply was to burst into song. 
The song is that printed above known 
as the magnificat. In various ar- 
rangements it has been sung through 
the centuries of Christianity. 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Luke 2:14) 
Glory to God in the highest 
And on earth, peace, 
Good will toward men. 


This simple song is that sung by the 
angels above the shepherds above the 
hills of Judea the night that Christ 
was born. It, also, has had a long 
usage in the Christian church. Luth- 
er’s service of 1524 used it in this form 
with the addition of “in whom he is 
well pleased.” 

Most of our churches of today pre- 
fer an enlarged form. The complete 


enlarged text as it appears in the Boo! 
of Common Prayer is as follows: 


Glory be to God on high, and o 
earth peace, good will towards mer 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wo 
ship Thee, we glorify Thee, we giv 
thanks to Thee for Thy great glory 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God th 
Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu 
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father, that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only 
art the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 


NUNC DIMITTIS -(Luke 2:29-32) 


You will remember from your Bible 
reading that there was an aged man 
named Simeon who was just and de- 
vout. Though old with years he had been 
promised that he should not die until 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. He 
came into the temple as the babe Jesus 
was being presented by his parents. 
He took the little child up into his 
own arms and blessed God, saying: 


Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according to Thy 
word. 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion, 

Which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and to be the glory of Thy peo- 
ple Israel. 

In some arrangements the Gloria 
Patri is added to the words above. The 
words of this are, as most Christians 
know: 

Glory be the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, 


World without end. Amen. 





THE SAVIOUR’S CUP* 
We cannot drink the bitter cup 
Pressed to the Saviour’s lips; 
He drank it all, but, faithless still, 
We drink but little sips. 


Nor do we bathe in troubled seas 
As deep and strangely dim 
As those which, in God’s providence: 
Were as baptism for Him. 


And yet He calls us even now 

To take our cross each day; 

And follow Him who is our life, 

The Truth, the living Way. 
Charles Hannibal Voss 


*Commercial rights reserved bul available 
local church publications. 
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URING a recent Lenten season 

I asked members of the confir- 

mation class to write brief es- 
says on the topic, “Why I wish to 
unite with the church.” One earnest 
fourteen-year-old lad wrote that one 
of his reasons arose out of benefits de- 
rived from active participation in the 
weekly service of worship. He phrased 
it pungently in these words: “Going 
to church every Sunday you feel a reli- 
gious outburst”! “This,” he added 
sagely, “everyone needs if he is to be 
a success in all types of human activ- 
ities.’ A common conception of a 
prophet pictures him as the initiator 
and embodiment of “a religious out- 
burst.” Doubtless the prophetic min- 
ister needs to be explosive on occasion. 
The late Principal James Denney cas- 
tigated the minister who spoke and 
acted as a pet lamb within the fold 
rather than as a courageous shepherd 
of his flock. Itinerant prophets who 
disturb the complacency of a middle- 
class parish by dropping bombs on ac- 
cepted attitudes and conventional prac- 
tices may do the kingdom of God sig- 
nificant service; it is to be hoped that 
as these peripatetic bombardiers of 
the new order board their train or 
plane for the next engagement they 
emit a sigh of sympathy for the local 
pastor who must gather up the pieces! 
Assuredly iconoclasm is no proof of 
prophetic religion, but we who are 
parish ministers must guard against 
rationalizing our preference for tran- 
quility lest we yield to the seductive 
voices that bid us “speak smooth 
things (and) prophesy deceits.” 


In his readable and stimulating book 
on The Relevance of the Prophets 
Professor R. B. Y. Scott reminds us 
that they were (and are) the spokes- 
men of a living word from God. “Their 
‘equent references to the future, and 
‘specially to the immediate future, re- 
lt from their sense of the spiritual 
importance and moral urgency of the 
‘esent. They were certain of what 
‘ahweh was about to do because of 
at present historical situation, which 
cluded not only men’s attitudes but 
e fact of God’s presence.” When “a 
reat moment, charged with eternal 
sues determining destiny” arrives, it 

the prophet who is the voice of God 

that moment. “He is the spokesman 
‘ho can articulate the meaning of an 


*Minister, 


—s =n De 


A 


Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, 


T ronto, Ontario, Canada. 


The Minister as a Prophet 


‘The Second of the Series on The Minister’s Responsibility 





by David A. MacLennan* 


eternal order and a divine reality. He 
discloses the moral crisis in which men 
stand unheeding. He declares which 
is the way of life and which the way 
of death.” It is in this goodly and 
heroic fellowship that we stand. To 
us also comes the imperative word and 
we must declare it. 
Preaching in a Revolutionary Age 

A prophetic American bishop re- 
minds us that we preach in a revolu- 
tionary age. Neither he nor any oth- 
er Christian prophet of this era asks 
that we become “hot social gospellers.” 
The witness and work of such preach- 
ers from the last years of the nine- 
teenth century to the outbreak of 
World War I was needed, even if on 
occasion it was one-sided. Dean Wil- 
lard Sperry of Harvard in his survey 
of Religion in America is sure that 
the advocates of the social gospel did 
move many out of their inertia and 
indifference to the unChristian char- 
acter of society, and that their cru- 
sades on behalf of a more Christian 
social order achieved a considerable 
measure of success. But he believes 
that the social reorganization they 
demanded has proceeded far beyond 
anything they could have anticipated. 
When one reflects upon the social dis- 
order within “the new order” the sus- 
picion grows that a relevant prophetic 
word should be said concerning the 
changes which have come or are in 
progress. Not every social change re- 
flects the ethic of Jesus, nor is every 
re-arrangement of the scenery of the 
economic struggle proof that the qual- 
ity of the actors has improved. The 
word of God comes often as a word 
of judgment, and it is not inconceiv- 
able that the prophet must announce 
doom over wielders of unconsecrated 
power even if they lead organized la- 
boring men! But “power mysticism,” 
the love of power tinged with religious 
devotion, finds its devotees in every 
economic and social group. Thus the 
preacher as prophet takes a text like 
that found in Deuteronomy, “But thou 
shalt remember the Lord thy God: for 
it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth,” and he applies it impartially, 
not omitting himself! He may well 
join to the Old Testament text that 
searching question of Pilate to our 
Lord: “Knowest thou not that I have 
power to release thee, and have power 
to crucify thee?” Hearers will not 


soon forget that text nor its solemn 
appeal to release the Christlike in 
themselves and in all bound with them 
in the bundle of life. 


The first Epistle of Peter insists 
that “judgment must begin at the 
house of God.” It may be that in 
your progressive parish no adverse 
judgment on its receptiveness to new 
truth and new methods could be passed. 
There are survivals of other types of 
churches, however, where many good 
souls act as if the last section of the 
Gloria Patri applied to church pro- 
grams and policies and not to deity: 
“as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be, world without end”! 
One disgruntled pastor was heard to 
say that in his parish the only change 
ever welcomed was a change of pas- 
torate! Assume that you wish to deal 
helpfully with unfortunate resistance 
to the unfamiliar and untried; have 
you considered the homiletic possibili- 
ties of Peter’s first response to the 
heavenly voice which bade him eat pro- 
scribed food? “Not so, Lord; for I 
have never...” “I never have... 
I never can” is still the response of 
sluggish citizens of Zion. 


Social Leadership 


The preacher as prophet has an ob- 
ligation to lead his people into Chris- 
tian insights concerning the various 
racial and religious groups of the com- 
munity. Racial tensions cannot be dis- 
solved with a scriptural text nor can 
religious bigotry be banished by a 
thirty-minute verbal attack on its sin- 
fulness but a memorable verse from 
inspired writing recurring like a sym- 
phonic theme in a simple and direct 
discourse may kindle lights of under- 
standing and fraternal righteousness 
by which pilgrims may journey toward 
the city of God. Consider such a golden 
sentence as that spoken by Barak to 
Deborah after she had urged him to 
rally the Israelitish forces and proceed 
against their Canaanitish enemies: 
“Tf thou wilt go with me, then I will 
go; but if thou wilt not go with me, 
then I will not go. And she said, I 
will surely go with thee.” That primi- 
tive warrior realized that comradeship 
is a necessity on any field of endeavor. 
Why not let Barak’s response strength- 
en the latent will to fellowship, until 
exclusiveness is seen to be a depriva- 
tion, sectarianism a belated folly, and 
solitary assaults on any entrenched 
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evil a futility? Sir Wilfred Grenfell 
kept in his personal scrapbook the lit- 
tle verse by Jonathan Swift which, 
alas, certain churchmen of this year 
of grace could say in all seriousness: 


We are God’s favored few, 

All others will be damned, 

There is no place in heaven for you, 
We can’t have heaven crammed. 


Inasmuch as a prophet is more than 
a preacher of doom, such a text as that 
from the book of Judges, or that mov- 
ing appeal from the Joseph saga: 
“Come near to me, I pray you... I 
am your brother,” leads by logic and 
experience to recognition of the com- 
radely God who draws near in Christ, 
yearning for our reconciliation one to 
another and to his ceaseless love. “It 
is a great satisfaction,” said Justus 
to Marcellus in Lloyd Douglas’ novel, 
as he tried to explain the difference 
friendship with the living Christ had 
made; “to have someone standing by— 
to keep you at your best.” 
Prophetic and Pastoral 
of preaching 
pastoral 


The prophetic aspect 
upon the 
Nowhere is this 


impinges closely 
function of the pulpit. 
more apparent than when we seek to 
deliver a solving word to those con- 
fused and disheartened by domestic 
disharmony. Mere denunciation of de- 
ficiences and disorder is rarely suffi- 
cient, and never in the field of family 
relations. Fortunately, the Christian 
minister can avail himself not only 
of the New Testament ideal of endur- 
ing monogamous marriage and con- 
tinuing parenthood, but also of the 
counsel of experts in family counselling. 
One successful young pastor informs 
me that he preaches a series of ser- 
mons on Christian marriage at the be- 
ginning of each autumn season, there- 
by assuring himself of large congrega- 
tions of young people at the commence- 
ment of his church year! Other and 
nobler have influenced his 
choice. Such intelligent, Christian prep- 
aration for life’s most intimate rela- 
tionship we ought to give from time 
to time, not as a substitute but as a 
supplement or introduction to the more 


reasons 


specific counsel we give in personal 
conferences with persons contemplat- 
Why not add to our 
preaching program sermons calculated 


ing marriage. 


to encourage those who are doing their 
best to achieve success in marriage and 
parenthood, frequently under difficul- 
Have you not marvelled at the 
adroit direction, saintly patience and 
selfless care which distinguish many 
parents? On the other hand as you 
go in and out of the homes of your peo- 
ple you may discern discords creeping 
in, which left unresolved, may contri- 
bute to the disintegration of a family. 
One minister was led to choose Dr. 


ties? 
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The Service of the Lights 


There are many variations of the candlelighting service. We 

have clipped some which have appeared in church calendars 

which have reached the office of “Church Management.” These 
will help you in planning your own service. 


THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS 


(Congregation Standing) 

As you entered the sanctuary this 
evening you were given a small candle. 
This is to be used during the candle- 
lighting service. Take this little can- 
dle home and use it to light the Christ- 
mas candles about your fireside to- 
morrow. This evening the minister 
will light his candle from the altar 
candle and the acolytes will light their 
candles from the minister’s candle. 
The acolytes will then light the candle 
of the first worshipper in each pew, 
he, in turn, will light the candle of his 
neighbor and so on, until all candles 
in the pew are lighted. 

During the singing of the “Halle- 
lujah” Chorus, the congregation and 
minister will hold the lighted candles 
aloft. The congregation will raise their 
lighted candles when the minister 
raises his candle, and they will lower 
their candles when the minister lowers 
his candle, and extinguish their can- 
dles when the minister extinguishes his 
candle, following the benediction. 

The Methodist Church, 
Willoughby, Ohio. 


THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS 
(Congregation Standing) 

At this point in the service, candles 
will be distributed to the members of 
the congregation by the ushers and the 
lights will be turned out. The min- 
ister will light his candle from an al- 
tar candle and will then come down to 
meet the ushers who will have come 
forward with candles. The ushers will 
light their candles from the minister's 
candle. The ushers will then light the 
candle of the first worshipper in each 
pew, he, in turn, will light the candle 
of his neighbor and so on, until all 
the candles in the pew are lighted. 

During the singing of the Christmas 
carol “Silent Night, Holy Night,” the 
congregation and minister will hold the 


lighted candles aloft. The members o{ 
the congregation will raise their light 
ed candles when the minister raises hi. 
candle, and they will lower their can 
dles when the minister lowers his 
candle. 

The congregation will extinguish their 
candles when the minister replaces 
his lighted candle on the altar, follow- 
ing the benediction. 


THE SERVICE OF THE 
CHRISTMAS CANDLES 
The pastor will take the light from 

the great candle and will then light 
the candles of the ushers. Then the 
ushers will light the candle of the first 
worshipper in each pew, and he in 
turn will give the light to his neigh- 
bor next to him and so on until all the 
candles in the pew are lighted. It is 
urgently requested that no lighted can- 
dles be tipped. Tip only the unlighted 
candle. 

St. Paul’s Reformed Episcopal 

Church, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


O LIVE YE BY THE CHURCH 
KALENDAR 
With Advent we the year begin: 
Prepare the way for Christ, our king. 
Now Christmas sees in manger laid 
Jesus in swaddling clothes arrayed. 
Twelve days more the Epiphany star 
Leads us like wise men from afar. 
Ash Wednesday fast begins our Lent: 
Forty days in prayer are spent. 
Good Friday sees Christ crucified: 
For one and all the Saviour died. 
Easter! The Lord is risen today: 
From the grave the stone is rolled 
away. 
Ascension! Now the ascended Lord 
Is to His home in heaven restored. 
The Holy Ghost on Whitsunday 
Comes down on earth, with us to stay. 
On Trinity the heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 





Goodspeed’s translation of the Apos- 
tle’s injunction: ‘You fathers, too, 
must not irritate your children” (he 
carried the votes of all junior mem- 
bers of the congregation to this junc- 
ture!) “but you must bring them up 
with Christian training and instruc- 
tion.” Such a “diving board” as that 
New Testament exhortation may take 
you into deep waters, where the going 
but your venturesome- 
ness may lead others “furiously to 
think” and Christianly to act. 

In Canada, a fact-finding commis- 
sion devoted to analysis of young Can- 
relationships with organized 
recently that with 


is hazardous, 


adians’ 
religion reported 


the exception of the province of Que- 
bec, one-half of the Dominion’s young 
people were not influenced in any way 


by the Christian church. It was sug- 
gested that the majority followed the 
example of their elders. When we 
visualize the numbers of citizens with- 
in every community who rarely parti- 
cipate in public worship we earnestly 
desire to correct the increasing secu- 
larization of the common life which 
this denotes. There is a prophetic wor, 
and it may be both blistering and blast 
ing, for those who forsake the asse} 

bling of themselves together for t! 

ineffable experience of worship, b' 

how can we transmit the 
when those who should receive it a! 
absent? If you are privileged to broa 
cast your sermon you may reach ma! 
of the “unchurched.” However we 2 
complish it, we have an obligation 

(Turn to page 16) 
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WHO IS THIS KING? 





Scene from the drama as presented by the inmates at the Florida State Prison 


Christmas in Prison 
by Prisoner Ne. 35254 


Christmas is the one day of.the year, says this author, when the 


prisoner feels as free as 


ERHAPS nowhere in the world is 
Christmas enjoyed more than in 
prison. It is the one day when 
the incarcerated feel equal to the 
“freest”’ persons on earth. Somehow 
or other, on this feast of the Prince of 
Peace, a new hope automatically fills 
each felon’s heart, thereby bringing a 
spirit of calmness, brotherhood, and 
good fellowship into the regimented 
monotonous prison life. 
At the State 
which thousand odd 


Florida Prison, in 


some one souls 
dwell during the year, and whose ranks 
are swelled somewhat at Christmas, 
due to the pick-up of crime during ihe 
late autumn and early winter months, 
Christmas is indeed the “day.” 

To emphasize the spirit of brother- 
cod among inmates, it has been an 
established custom for the past six 
dramatize at Christmas the 
story of the Prince of Peace who came 


years to 


save us all, and whose last words 
contained a promise to Dismas, Patron 


Saint of Thieves: “This day thou 
ill be with me in Paradise.” 
With this promise in mind the in- 
mites try, in their limited way, to 


ke the penal Christmas a real para- 


} 
ale 


\t Christmas time this year, once 
produce their 


re the inmates will 


those outside prison walls. 


annual production, ‘Who Is_ This 
King?” an original pageant-candle- 
lighting service entirely cast from the 
prison population. 

The incidental music, some dczen 
hymns, was given original orchestra- 
tion by a talented inmate musician. 
One of the highlights of the produc- 
tion is the rendition of “Rejoice, Re- 
joice,” original lyrics set to the Fin- 
landia of Jean These lyrics 
seem to emphasize the spirit of Christ- 
mas: 


Sibelius. 


REJOICE! REJOICE! 


Let silence hold the earth and fill the 


skies, 

That all may hear the angel chorus 
sing. 

Let David’s star send forth its golden 
light, 

That men may know the Everlasting 
King. 

And now rejoice, let every voice be 

lent 


To praise our Lord, the gift that God 
has sent. 


Once from on high, the voice‘ of God 
declareth; 

“There shall 
my Son.” 

And in good time, the Blessed Christ 
was born, 

That all might know the Father’s will 
is done. 

Therefore rejoice, this is the greatest 
gift, 


descend upon the earth 


This 


Prince of 
sorrow lift. 


will all 


Peace, who 


Christ is the King, and through eter- 


nity 

Praises shall ring from every distant 
land. 

No corner but shall know his promised 
love; 

No lonely heart he does not under- 
stand. 

Rejoice, rejoice, the Prince of Peace 
is here 


Let all rejoice. There is no need 


for fear. 

“Who Is This King?” has, as a pro- 
logue, a short reading by a Herald 
who recalls the prophetic promises of 
a Messiah. Then, softly the Ter Sanc- 
tus is heard, followed and cverlapped 
by the soft strains of O Come All Ye 
Faithful. A solo, the Ave Maria, comes 
almost as an echo, so softly and beauti- 


fully does it rise above the muted 
orchestration. 
During the Ave Maria the scene 


slowly becomes dark and dissclves only 
to light again upon a pantomine of the 
angel appearing to Mary. It is now 
that the hymn “Rejoice, Rejoice” 
bursts forth as a glorious anthem which 
emphasizes Mary’s obedience to God’s 
divine will. 

There are two interludes depicting 
the enrollment of the citizens of Beth- 
lehem and the arrival of Mary and 
Joseph at the cave. The coming birth 
of Christ is greatly accented at this 
point by an off-stage fanfare and a 
multitude of voices shouting: ‘Make 
way for the king,” which, although re- 
ferring to King Herod, carries the sig- 
nificance of the advent of the eternal 
king. 

The introduced in a 


next scene is 
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novel fashion, in that the stage rep- 
resents the opulent eastern court of 
King Herod; from the back of the 
auditorium the procession of the Magi 
comes, torches ablaze, incense smoul- 
dering, with a retinue of servants 
laden with all the riches of the East. 


Herod rants and raves when he dis- 
covers that the kings are seeking the 
new-born Babe. He controls his mur- 
derous intent, however, and invites the 
Magi to a sumptuous repast before 
they continue their journey. 


A brief interlude of candlelighting 
and congregational singing, followed 
by an Affirmation of Faith, The Apos- 
tle’s Creed, is offered by the assembly. 

Last year a most beautiful rendition 
by the women prisoners of Brahm’s 
Cradle Song was given as introduction 
to the final scene, which showed the 
cave at Bethlehem as the kings and 
their personal servants come to adore. 
They laid their gifts at the manger; 
Mary gives them the Babe’s swaddling 
clothes as a present, and the choir 
burst forth into the opening words of 
the joyful anthem which somehow was 
true even in prison: 

Joy to the World, 
The Lord Is Come. 





The Minister as a Prophet 
(From page 14) 

direct men’s thoughts to the import- 
ance of participating regularly in those 
acts of prayer, praise and meditation 
by which we are strengthened with 
might by God’s spirit in the inner man. 
Two Warnings 

Two warning signals flash across our 
path as we follow in the great tradition 
of the prophets of Israel, and seek to 
emulate them as spokesmen for God 
and his righteousness. One has been 
phrased by a witty teacher of pastoral 
theology in this wise: avoid “swing- 
ing the Protestant incense,” which be- 
ing translated meaneth, do not indulge 
in generalities! It is safer not to be 
specific; it is also innocuous and may 
even be boring. Let a man preach con- 
cerning the sin of racial prejudice, of 
divided churches, of excessive alcoho- 
lic drinking, of embittered human re- 
lations in industry, as the Lord of all 
good life inspires him to preach; but 
let him preach with such directness 
and concreteness that no man can raise 
a mental umbrella to divert the rain of 
truth to his neighbor’s head! 

Occasionally a word picture of a con- 
dition in one’s own neighborhood can 
exert a powerful corrective influence 
on an unChristian social attitude. Aft- 
er attending a meeting where Chris- 
tians and Jews conferred about the 


rising anti-semitism in democratic na- 
tions, I glanced at a copy of a maga- 
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zine. On one page there was a cartoon 
depicting a man and wife seated in a 
theatre watching a news reel. The 
scene projected showed one of the war 
cemeteries overseas in which allied 
dead are buried. Among the crosses 
“row on row” were five Jewish stars. 
The man had turned to his compan- 
ion in shocked surprise with the re- 
mark, “Good heavens! It’s not re- 
stricted!” That cartoonist was a pro- 
phetic preacher of the truth. Jesus 
our Lord would never have been hus- 
tled off to Calvary had he indulged in 
pious generalities or evaded specific 
application of his timeless truth. 

The second cautionary word spoken 
by the major prophets of Israel and 
of Christ’s beloved community may 
seem commonplace: always try to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God. That 
counsel includes the mercy of God in 
Christ. Reconstruction of individu- 
als and of society can be profound and 
permanent only as redeemed individu- 
als are set within the redeemed com- 
munity. One of our contemporary 
prophets, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, 
said recently, “The church must her- 
ald a new day but it must not become 
the voice of reaction nor the voice of 
revolution. It must be the voice of 
Christ. It is regeneration, not reac- 
tion or revolution that is needed.” It 
is to incite that “one man revolution” 
that we are summoned. As men who 
would stand “in Christ’s stead” we 
must assure the seekers that they can 
be happy finders, declaring to them 
the truth which by God’s action can 
mediate forgiving love to their souls. 
Said a wise minister of my under- 
graduate days, “There is a greater tri- 
umph than to make a sinner wretched, 
and that is to make a sinner righteous 
. . . God’s love lays a greater burden 
on the soul than his justice ever could.” 


Someone—it may have been Profes 
sor E. G. Homrighausen—defined evan 
gelism as the human method of pr 
senting the Gospel to the world so a 
to interpret and redeem the times. ] 
this be so, then the preacher as prop! 
et is constrained to be an evangelis 
Ever in the background of his min 
if not in the forefront of his speec! 
will be the God and Father of ow 
Lord Jesus Christ, in his heart a 
eternal cross because his nature is eve) 
lasting, outgoing, sacrificial love. Yo 
may have read Evelyn Waugh’s nove 
Brideshead Revisited. If so you read 
with keener interest his apologia as a 
novelist which appeared in Life. Mr. 
Waugh mentioned that one of his crit- 
ics had been “outraged” at finding God 
introduced into his story. “I believe,” 
wrote the author, “that you can only 
leave God out by making your charac- 
ters pure abstractions. ... The failure 
of modern novelists since and includ- 
ing James Joyce is one of presump- 
tion and exorbitance. They are not 
content with the artificial figures which 
hitherto passed so gracefully as men 
and women. They try to represent ihe 
whole human mind and soul and yet 
omit its determining character—that 
of being God’s creature with a defined 
purpose.” Then Mr. Waugh expressed 
his main intention, an intention which 
might well be ours as we seek to dis- 
charge our obligation and use our op- 
portunity as prophets in the midst of 
this tangled generation. “In my future 
books,” said the novelist, “there will 
be two things to make them unpopu- 
lar: a preoccupation with style, and 
the attempt to represent man more 
fully, which, to me, means only one 
thing, man in his relation to God.” 

Thus saith the Lord through one of 
his servants who might be astonished 
to be counted among the prophets. 
Hear also what another Christian lay- 
man said, 


Bake ye the big world all again 
A cake with kindlier leaven; 
Yet these are sorry evermore— 
Unless there be a little door, 

A little door in heaven. 


My brothers in the school of the 
prophets, there is a door. Our most 
prophetic sermons must point clearly 
to that door, the door “that is aye 
open.” Our blessed Lord, who w 
prophet and more than a prophet, sai‘ 
“T am the door: by me if any man < 
ter in, he shall be saved.” By him, 
any society enter in, it shall be saved 
also. 
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Qld Christmas Comes to Calgary 


A Pageant Which Is a Community Event 


dy Allen R. Autand* 


“7 NOX UNITED CHURCH, Calgary, 

K Alberta, has a unique annual Fes- 
tival of Christmas, which each 

year attracts hundreds of visitors from 
all parts of the city and surrounding 
country-side. Scores are turned away 
half an hour before the service begins, 
and after eight successive presenta- 
tions, there seems to be no waning of 
interest in this yearly event. Sugges- 
tions have been adapted from many 
sources, and woven into a service which 
is at once an impressive spectacle and 
a moving experience of worship. 
The Setting 

The church is tastefully decorated 
with the usual Christmas emb!ems. Two 
large fir trees stand on either side of the 
chancel. Garlands of ever-green, inter- 
laced with colored lights, are draped 
along walls and galleries. The illumi- 
nation is subdued, and is provided by 
the lighted Christmas trees, the Beth- 
lehem Star at the rear of the choir, 
and by a few wall brackets, as may be 
required. Scores of unlighted candles 
have been set up in every safe place 
throughout the church—in windows, 
or tables, and in candelabra at the 
front. 
The Service 

Thirty minutes before the hour of 
worship, a troop of Olde-tyme Strolling 
Carollers appears. For fifteen minutes 
they sing familiar carols in various 
parts of the church. To assure good 
singing, this group should be made up 
of choir members, and should be accom- 
panied by two violinists. They are 
dressed to resemble the carol singers 
we see on Christmas postcards, and are 
led by a man who carries an old- 
fashioned lantern, suspended from a 
stick. The romantic atmosphere of the 
Yule season is certainly enhanced as 
they move from station to station — 
the vestibule, the transepts, the back 
and side galleries, and finally to the 
front of the church, between the illum- 
inated Christmas trees. 
After a brief carillon recital from 
ie tower — giving the impression of 
hristmas music coming from a dis- 
nce —the Chancel Choristers take 
eir places in the choir stalls. The 
horisters comprise a group of about 
’ selected and carefully trained sing- 
s who, for about ten minutes, present 
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*Formerly minister, Knox United Church, Cal- 
ry, Alberta, Canada, now at Westminster 


ited Church, Winnepeg. Mr. Huband gener- 
sly offers to supply a copy of the pageant to 
t ose who are interested in a more detailed pres- 
ation. 

















Carols of the Nations—Christmas songs 
in the classical tradition. 

A minute or two before the service 
begins, the minister takes his place. 
A signal from him brings to the plat- 
form (or chancel steps) two heralds 
with silver trumpets and six pages with 
lighted tapers. If some arrangement 
can be made for spot-lighting, an effec- 
tive tableau is created. The heralds 
announce the coming of the Christmas 
season with a fanfare of music, after 
which the minister gives a “directive” 
to the pages. This directive points out 
that in the beginning, God said, “Let 
there be light”; that nineteen centuries 
ago, God said again, “Let there be 
light”; and there was Light—the light 
that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. 

“It is appropriate, therefore, that we 
should light our candles as a symbol 
that the Light has come, and has shined 
even unto us. I direct you, then, to light 
the candles throughout this church; and, 
as a sign that this Light is not for us 
alone, but for all the world, I instruct 
you to light the tapers that have been 
placed in the windows, to express our 
purpose that it will shine forth from 
this church into the community, the 
nation, and even unto the ends of the 
earth.” 


The pages then proceed to their task, 
while a soloist sings, “The Light of the 
World Is Jesus.” 

When all the candles have been lit, 
the pages converge at the head of the 
center aisle, then march to the rear 
of the church to meet the massed choirs, 
whose tapers have already been lit. 
This is the signal for the candle-light 
processional to begin. Three choirs 
participate, giving a combined total of 
approximately 125 lighted candles. The 
senior choir, preceded by the pages, 
comes first (so that the volume of sing- 
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ing may be good from the outset), fol- 
lowed by the junior choir, suitably 
gowned, and a choir comprising girls 
of the teen-age mid-week groups, in 
their distinctive uniforms of blue skirt 
and white middies. The pages take 
reserved seats convenient to the pulpit, 
while the choirs proceed to the choir 
loft and transept galleries. 

The service then proceeds in the 
normal way, with special music by the 
choir, carol singing for the congrega- 
tion, and a ten-minute sermonette by 
the minister. Following the sermon 
comes the Pageant of Christmas Sym- 
bols, culminating in the lighting of the 
symbolic Yuletide candles. 

The Pageant 

The purpose of the brief pageant is 
to set forth the religious significance 
of the familiar Christmas symbols. Any 
minister who is prepared to do a bit of 
investigation can write his own pag- 
eant. The symbols used in Knox Church 
include the mistletoe, boar’s head, ivy, 
fir branches, Yule log, holly, bells, and 
ever-green tree. The narrator reads a 
brief paragraph calculated to stimulate 
interest in the meaning of these em- 
blems. Then, while each is brought to 
the front, two or three sentences of 
explanation are read. Once again, 
through the use of flood-lights, a color- 
ful tableau is created. 

The pageant closes with the lighting 
of the Candle of Christmas 1948 from 
the Candle of Christmas Past. These 
candles are carried by two of the pages. 
The concluding words are as follows: 

From the candle of Christmas Past, 
the candle of Christmas 1948 is now 
lit, signifying a continuity of Christian 
experience for almost 2,000 years. It, 
too, burns brightly, and witnesses to 
our hope that the Spirit of Christmas 
may thus shine forth from our lives 
through all the days ahead. And now, 
from these candles, the choirs will light 
their tapers for the recessional hymn, 
as a sign that Christmas song has 
found its inspiration in the coming of 
the Babe of Bethlehem, and that his 
praise shall never, never fail, through- 
out eternity. 

The pages then light the end candle 
in each row of singers; the choirs re- 
tire down the center aisle, the pages 
bringing up the rear. The tableau re- 
mains intact until the Benediction has 
been pronounced. 

Notes on the Service 

Instructions for each group partici- 
pating should be prepared. 

Small holders should be provided for 
choir members, to protect hands from 
dropping wax. 

Heralds’ costumes should be rented. 
Pages’ costumes can be easily made, 
and comprise blue, red, and green jack- 
ets, trimmed with yellow, long yellow 
stockings, and hats in the same color 
scheme. Jackets have broad, cape-like 
collars. 
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Spiritual Messages of the Great Poets 


John Milton—Poet of Virtue 


by Albert D, Belden 


Dr. Belden, English author and preacher, begins this month a 
series of five articles on some of the great poets of our English 
language. Others to appear in the series will be Wordsworth, the 
Poet of Worship; Whittier, the Poet of Simplicity; Browning, 
the Poet of Courage, and Masefield, the Poet of Adventure. Our 
readers, we feel sure, will welcome this opportunity to renew an 
acquaintance with the poets of a generation now past who have 
meant so much to each of us. 


ITHOUT doubt John Milton is 
one of the two greatest poets 


of our race. He ranks with 

Shakespeare for general poetic ability 
but takes first place as a distinctively 
religious poet. Shakespeare is the 
supreme poet of Humanity—but Milton 
is our supreme Poet of Deity. His in- 
terest in the super-human justifies Dry- 
den’s classification of him as the third 
greatest poet of all history, the others 
being Homer and Dante: 
Three poets in those distant ages born 
Greece, Italy, and England did adorn, 
The first in loftiness of thought sur- 

passed 
The next in majesty; in both the last 
The force of Nature could no further go 
To make a third she joined the other 

two. 

In his life-time Milton was scarcely 
appreciated for his poetry and it was 
not till Addison in the Spectator called 
the attention of the public of a later 
time to “Paradise Lost” that his fame 
became general. This was perhaps due 
to the energetic part, uniquely active 
for a poet, that Milton took in the af- 
fairs of his time and country. He wrote 
repeatedly in tract and pamphlet upon 
the controversies of the age and thus 
drew attention away from his poetic 
achievements. 


Born at his father’s house, The Spread 
Eagle, in Bread Street, London, he may 
easily as a boy have met and seen his 
greatest predecessor, William Shakes- 
peare. It was a clear case of one star 
arising amid the strong rays of the 
other’s setting. Much literary study in 
his boyhood injured Milton’s sight and 
occasioned him severe headaches. From 
this mischief his sight never really 
recovered and he paid severely for his 
defiant and untiring industry by ulti- 
mate blindness. Milton was a good 
swordsman as well as penman, and al- 
though not tall was graceful and 


comely in person. After seven years 


at Cambridge, during which he wrote 
his earlier poems, including the lovely 


“Hymn to the Nativity” and his fine 
poem on Shakespeare, he retired to his 
father’s new country home at Horton 
in Buckinghamshire to read the Greek 
and Latin authors. 


Comus 
There in 1634 he wrote his masque 
“Comus.” Certain friends of his, the 
Lady Alice, daughter of the Earl of 
Bridgewater, and her two brothers were 
lost for a night in a wood. Milton 
turned the incident into the finest 
masque in the English language. In 
Milton’s story the lady, lost in the wood, 
becomes subjected to various tempta- 
tions by Comus the god of revelry, at 
the head of a “rout of monsters,” until 
she is rescued by her brothers. The 
maiden, however, with the aid of an 
attendant Spirit from Heaven, success- 
fully resisted the fiercest temptations. 
Even when she is at last held a pris- 
oner in the enchanted palace of Comus, 
she bursts forth in defiance of her foul 
oppressor: 
Fool, do not boast, 

Thou canst not touch the freedom of 

my mind 
With all thy charms, although this 

corporal rind 
Thou hast immanacled, while Heav’n 

sees good. 


This poem is typical of the nobler 


strain of moral enthusiasm in Puritan- 
ism of which Milton was so perfect a 
champion and which made him essen- 
tially the poet of virtue. The poem 
closes with a magnificent and inspiring 
challenge: 
Mortals, that would follow me, 

Love Virtue, she alone is free 

She can teach ye how to climb 

Higher than the sphery chime: 

Cr, if Virtue feeble were 

Heav’n itself would stoop to her. 
That is indeed the pure Miltonic strain. 

Of his other poems the most impor- 
tant are Lycidas, Samson Agonistes, 
and the famous Paradise Lost and 
Paradise Regained, the greatest reli- 
gious epics in our language. 


Lycidas 
Lycidas is a glorious tribute of friend 
ship, written in memory of Edward 
King, son of Sir John King, Secretary 
for Ireland under Elizabeth, James |, 
and Charles I. A youth himself of great 
poetic promise, he met an untimely 
death by drowning through shipwreck 
off the coast of Ireland. 
Who would not sing for Lycidas? He 
knew 
Himself to sing, and build the lofty 
rhyme. 
He must not float upon his watery bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching 
wind, 
Without the meed of some melodious 
tear. 
King had been on the point of taking 
holy orders and this fact gave Milton, 
fierce Puritan that he was, the oppor- 
tunity of pillorying in his poem the 
faithless clergy of the time. It is a 
passage with which Ruskin made great 
play in his Sesame and Lilies: 
Last come, and last did go 
The pilot of the Galilean lake 
Two massy keys he bore of metals 
twain. 
(The golden opes, the iron shuts amain) 
He shook his mitred locks, and stern 
bespake 
“How well could I have spared for thee, 
young swain, 
Enow of such as for their bellies sake 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the 
fold! 


cs 


Blind mouths! that scarce themselves 
know how to hold 

A sheep-hook, or have learned aught 
else the least 

That to the faithful herdsman’s 
belongs! 


The hungry sheep look up, and are 
not fed. 
Scriptural Drama 

In Samson Agonistes, Milton achiev 
a powerful drama of tragedy based 0! 
the scripture story. The poem provides 
some of the most haunting lines that 
Milton ever wrote. The theme of the 
blindness of Israel’s champion must 
have given welcome self-expression | 


the poet: 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze 
noon, 

Irrevocably dark, total eclipse 

Without all hope of day. 

In reply to a compliment upon 
temperance Samson replied, with a w 
dom born of bitter experience: 

But what availed this temperance, ! 
complete co 
Against another object more enticin 
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What boots it at one gate to make 
defence, 
And at another to let in the foe, 
Effeminately vanquished ? 
Manoah’s tribute to Samson’s death has 
been quoted times without number over 
many a lesser person with infinite com- 
fort: 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to 
wail 
Or knock the breast; no weakness, no 
contempt, 
Dispraise or blame; nothing but well 
and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a death so 
noble. 
The Blind Poet 
No one could have been more heroic 
than Milton over his blindness, and 
doubtless it was the need for some re- 
lief that produced the exquisite sonnet 
On His Blindness. As it is one of the 
loveliest things in existence, as well as 
a great message from one sufferer to 
others, it must be quoted in full: 
When I consider how my light is spent 
Ere half my days in this dark world 
and wide 
And that one talent which is death 
to hide 
Lodged with me useless, though my 


soul more bent 
To serve therewith my Maker, and 


present 

My true account, lest He returning 
chide; 

“Doth God exact day-labour, light 
denied ?” 


I fondly ask; but Patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replied: “God doth 

not need 

Either man’s work, or His own gifts; 

who best 

Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him 

best: His state 
Is kingly; thousands at His bidding 
speed, 

And post o’er land and ocean with- 

out rest; 

They also serve who only stand and 

wait. 

Before passing on to the poems that 
crown Milton’s genius we ought to 
glance at his prose work and rejoice 
in the splendid service that he rendered 
the people at a highly critical time. 
After his earlier poems which struck 
an entirely new level in the history of 
English poesy, Milton travelled exten- 
sively in Europe, and in this way not 
only did he greatly enrich his store of 
learning but he qualified for the in- 
valuable service he was presently to 
render to Cromwell, as the Latin Secre- 
tary to his government. 


The Pamphleteer 


Milton had already written contro- 
versially on The Doctrine and Discipline 
of Divorce in several pamphlets, called 
forth by the peculiar situation in which 
he found himself by the preference of 
his first wife Mary Powell for her own 
home. It has only lately been discovered 
that the true date for Milton’s first 
marriage is 1642, and not as hitherto 
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thought 1643, a fact which made it 
plain that probably the root of differ- 
ence between Milton and his wife was 
simply the fact that her people were 
all Royalists. Just in time to prevent 
his transferring his affections else- 
where, his wife made a dutiful submis- 
sion to him, peace was restored in their 
family life and Milton afterwards gen- 
erously used his great influence to pro- 
tect her family. 

During his secretaryship Milton 
plunged further into controversy and 
wrote amongst others his best prose 
work the famous Areopagitica. This 
was a brilliant defense of the freedom 
of the press and a strong protest 
against the strict censorship that then 
prevailed. In it occurs that famous 
passage which reads: 

I cannot praise a fugitive and clois- 
tered virtue, unexercised and unbreath- 
ed, that never sallies out and sees her 
adversary but slinks out of the race 


where that immortal garland is to be 
run for, not without dust and heat. 


Assuredly we bring not innocence into 
the world, we bring impurity much 
rather. That which purifies us is trial 
and trial is by what is contrary. That 
virtue therefore which is but a young- 
ling in the contemplation of evil and 
knows not the utmost that vice prom- 
ises to her followers and rejects it, is 
but a blank virtue, not a pure. 

Many other pamphlets did Milton 
write on behalf of the Puritan cause, 
and against that of Charles I, but 
never in his prose did he reach the 
nobility of language that characterizes 
his poetry. 

With the fall of the Commonwealth 
and the restoration of the House of 
Stuart, Milton’s public work becam« 
impossible, and having lost his eyesight 
in the service of the State he crept 
away into the quietness of his country 
home at Chalfont St. Giles, in Bucks, 
and there finished his great epic Para- 
dise Lost. This was a project which 
for long had simmered in his mind and 
many years before he had referred to 
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in eloquent terms claiming that only 
one convinced of Divine inspiration 
could dare attempt such a holy task. 

Milton’s Masterpiece 

This was the spirit in which Milton 
mbarked upon his greatest work and 
ne is not surprised at the magnificent 
sult. Paradise Lost tells in ten books, 
vith an amazing wealth of imagery 
and an overwhelming eloquence, the 
story of the Fall of Man and Satan’s 
triumph, whilst Paradise Regained tells 
in four books the story of the Redemp- 
tion wrought by Christ. 

Space forbids the quotation of more 
than one or two passages. There is the 
faintest trace of humor in the alterca- 
tions of Adam and Eve. When they 
discover the heavy penalty they are 
under for their disobedience, Eve blames 
Adam for not being stern enough with 
her! 


a 


Hadst thou been firm and fixed in thy 
dissent 

Neither had I transgressed nor thou 
with me. 


To which Adam replies: 


What could I more? 

I —— thee, I admonished thee, fore- 
to 

The danger and the lurking enemy 

That lay in wait; beyond this had been 
force, 

And force upon free will hath here 
no place. 

* * 

I also erred in over-much admiring 

What seemed in thee so perfect, that 
I thought 

No evil durst attempt thee; but I rue 

The error now, which is become my 
crime 

And thou the accuser. Thus it shall 
befall 

Him who to worth in woman over- 
trusting 

Lets her will rule; restraint she will 
not brook 

And left to herself, if evil thence ensue 

She first his weak indulgence will 
accuse. 

There is a wonderful atmosphere of 
mingled dread and pathos in the record 
of the expulsion of Adam and Eve from 
Paradise: 

In either hand the hast’ning angel 
caught 

Our ling’ring parents, and to the east- 
ern gate 

Led them direct, and down the cliff 
as fast 


To the subjected plain; then disap- 


peared. 

[hey looking back all th’ eastern side 
beheld 

)f Paradise, so late their happy seat, 

Waved over by that flaming brand; 
the gate 

With dreadful faces thronged and fiery 
arms; 

Some natural tears they dropped but 
wiped them soon; 

[he world was all before them, where 
to choose 


[heir place of rest, and Providence their | 


guide 
They, hand in hand, with wand’ring 
(Turn to page 30) 
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Joy to the World’ 


Christmas Worship in the Home 


At the Christmas season our hearts are full of joy and gladness. 
Around the world Christians are celebrating the birthday of the 
Christ. With gifts and cards we share our joy with our friends. 
Carols are sung in church and on the streets as hearts overflow 
in adoration of the Christ Child. Gladly we proclaim, “Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her King!” Christmas 
is a family day. It is appropriate that, in the intimate fellow- 
ship of the family circle, parents gather together their children 
and others in the home, to express our joy and gladness in a 
period of family worship. Children should have a share in the 
service by lighting the candle, and reading the scripture lesson, 


carols, or prayer. 


Show the children pictures which illustrate 


the Bible story. The church school publications have suitable 


pictures. 


What a thrilling experience it is to worship and be 


aware that other families are worshipping this day in every ham- 

let and city of our country and in most of the nations of the earth. 

A Christmas carol may be played on the piano or the family may 

wish to listen to a program of Christmas music on the radio or 
phonograph. 


Lighting of the Candle: 

We light this candle in memory of the 
Christ child who brought light into the 
world. He later said, “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see 
your good work and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” 

A Christmas Care!: 
“OQ Come All Ye Faithful” 

O, come all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King 
of angels. 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him,’ * 

Christ, the Lord! 

The Christmas Story: 

(Carols may be sung by the group or 
read by members of the family.) “Aad 
it came to pass in those days that there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augus- 
tus, that all the world should be taxed.” 
“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (Because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) to be 
taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, 
being great with child. And so it was, 
that while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room fo1 
them in the inn.”—Luke 2:1, 4-7 


*Used by permission of Parent Education and 
Family 
Board of Education of the 
Nashville 2, Tennessee 


Religion Division of the Local Church 
Methodist Church, 


Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His 
sweet head, 

The stars in the sky looked down where 
He lay 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, and keep- 
ing watch over their flocks by night. 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the g!ory of the Lord 
shone round about them; and they were 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people. For, unto you, is born this 
day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying ina manger.’ And suddenly, there 
was with the angel, a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and say- 
ing, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth, peace, good will toward men.’ ” 
—Luke 2:8-14 
While shepherds watched their flock 

by night 
All seated on the ground 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around, 
And glory shone around. 

“Now when Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem of Judaea in the days of Herod, 
the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
‘Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east and are come to worship him.” 

“And, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child 


was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And 
when they were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh.”—Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 

As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So most gracious Lord, 

May we evermore be led to Thee. 
Prayer: 

O God, our Father, who hast brought 
us again to the glad season when we 
commemorate the birth of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; grant that His 
Spirit may be born anew in our hearts 
this day that we may joyfully welcome 
Him to reign over us. Help us to re- 
lieve in practical ways the needs of 
other families at this Christmas season, 
and so share with Thee in bringing 
peace and good will to all the earth. 
Open our ears that we too may hear 
again the angelic chorus of old; open 
our lips, that we too may sing with 
uplifted hearts, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, good wii! 
toward men.” Amen.—Adapted from a 
Book of Worship for Home and Church. 
A Christmas Carol: 

“Joy to the World” 


Joy to the world! 
The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
Closing Prayer: 

May the love and joy of the Christ- 
mas season abide in our hearts and in 
the hearts of all families everywhere 


throughout the year. Amen. 


SILVER VISIONS* 


A vision never leaves a man the same, 

It calls him on to days and nights of 
toil, 

And, if he heeds it not, then who’s to 
blame 

Should ‘his neglected lamp run out of 
oil? 

If Saul of Tarsus, having seen the light, 

Had turned a deaf ear to the inner 
Voice 

He would have reaped a soul destroy- 
ing blight 

Inflicted by his-own deliberate choice. 

It takes a brave man to believe the best 

And follow silvery visions where they 
lead 

Across enchanted seas far to the west, 

And do a new thing to meet a new need: 

Of many things on earth one thing 
I know — 
A man must choose the way that he 
will go. 
—Charles Hannibal Voss 


*Commercial rights reserved, but avail- 
able for local church publications. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for November, 1948 





a 


l6mm SOUND PROJECTOR 


@ Under the large upper drive 
sprocket .. . in aperture behind 
the free-swinging gate .. . around 
the sound drum . . . over the 
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Teachers and students can do it in 
a moment. Both new and experienced 


operators say, “It’s the easiest and 
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quickest 16mm projector to thread.” 


To this famous EASY THREADING 
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action”’ 


‘cushion 
sprocket shoes, contoured 
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the projector. 
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production, brighter pictures on the 
screen, simplicity and convenience of 
operation. 


A PROOF-TEST—with your sound 
films—will show you that you get 
more for your money with an RCA 
“400” sound projector. For illustrated 
brochure and name of nearest dealer, 
write to: Sound and Visual Products, 


Dept. 24K-V, RCA, Camden, N. J. 
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GIVE YOUR 
CHURCH 

A REVERENT 

| DIGNIFIED SETTING 


Anchor Weld Fences and Gates 
are made in many handsome de- 
signs to provide lasting beauty 
and protection for Churches, 
Rectories, Schools, Colleges, Con- 
vents, Cemeteries and other in- 
stitutions. Grooved, square 
pickets and rails are worked into 
architecturally correct designs. 
Pickets and supporting rails are of 
the same size, electrically welded 
fl under pressure, thus eliminating 
fF the need for ugly cross-bracing. 


To put a stop to vicious vandal- 
ism, it also pays to guard your 
boundary lines with tough, dur- 
able Anchor Chain Link Fence. It 
is made in heights from 31/2 to 10 
feet with Deep-Driven Anchors to 
hold the fence erect and in line, in 
any soil or weather. 


Send for our free catalogs: No. 
111 for Anchor Weld Iron Fence; 
No. 110 for Anchor Chain Link 
Fence. Then let us send a trained 
Anchor Fence Engineer to discuss 
your particular requirements and 
help you work out final plans. 
Address: ANCHOR POST FENCE 
DIVISION, Anchor Post Prod- 
ucts, Inc., 6642 Eastern Avenue, 
Baltimore 24, Maryland. 


A nchor Fence 


Nation-wide Sales and Erecting Service 
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“Thy Light Has Come™ 


A Nativity Pageant 


OPENING CAROL 
Congregation and Choir 

SCRIPTURE READING 
John 1:1-5, 9-16 


| PROLOGUE 


| mother and 


| earols. 


| the story of Christmas told. 


| were called Hebrews. 
| had always 


Cur Family Comes to Christmas 
Scene—Home scene 
Properties—Bible 
Lighting—Amber spot 
Characters Mother, father, son, 
daughter. 
ACTION: (As lights come on, 
children are gathered 
around the piano, singing Christmas 
The father enters and joins 
in. Afterward the conversation en- 
sues in which the children ask to have 
Father 
takes down his Bible, and begins to tell 
the story.) 

FATHER: Christmas really began 
many hundreds of years before the 
birth of Jesus, among the people that 
The Hebrews 
been seekers after the 





| truth of God, perhaps more than any 
| other peoples; and God had shown his 
| truth to them through his priests and 


prophets. And yet many of the peo- 


| ple did not know God and they walked 


in darkness. Not only was their small 
nation conquered by foreign armies, 


| but their own leaders at times misled 


them and oppressed them. So the peo- 


ple began to yearn for a time when 
_ God would restore their nation and 


give them peace. In the midst of their 


| discouragement, God sent one of his 
| messengers to prepare them for the 


coming of a king. 


| EPISODE I — 


“The Watchman Appears” 
Scene—Before rail and right lectern. 
Properties—Scrolls for Pilgrims 
Lighting—Blue flood, white spot 
Characters — Pilgrims, Habakkuk, 
Isaiah, Watchman. 
MUSIC: “O Zion Haste,” 
ACTION: (The Pilgrims enter the 
stage slowly discouraged and weary. 
Stage is almost in darkness as they 
enter, lights come on as the good news 
is given.) 
PILGRIMS: 
We look for light, but, lo! darkness, 
For the rays of dawn, but we walk 
in gloom. 
We grope like blind men along the 
wall, 
Like men without eyes we grope; 
We stumble as in the twilight, 
In the strength of manhood we are 
like the dead. 
We look for redress, but it comes not, 


*This is the drama produced for the First 


chorus. 





| Methodist Church, Oakland, California. It is the 
| subject of the article which appears on page 11 


of this issue of “Church Management.” 


Fcr salvation, but it remains fai 
from us. 


(Isaiah 59:9-11 Gdspd.) 
HABAKKUK: 
How long, O Lord, must I ery fo: 
help, 
And thou not hear? 
(Habakkuk 1:2) 
ISAIAH: 
Go, station the watchman, 
Let him tell what he sees! 
(Isaiah 21:6) 
ACTION: (Watchman appears at 
the right lectern.) 
WATCHMAN: 
On my watchtower, O Lord, 
I stand continually by day; 
And at my guardpost I am stationed 
Night after night. 
(Isaiah 21:8) 
PILGRIMS: 


O Watchman, what of the night, 
Watchman, what of the night? 
(Isaiah 21:11) 
WATCHMAN: 
Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 
saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem. 
And cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accomplished; 
That her iniquity is pardoned; 
For she hath received of the Lord’s 
hand, 
Double for all her sins. 
(Isaiah 40:1,2 K. J.) 
ISAIAH: 


How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet 
Of him that bringeth good tidings, 
That publishes peace; 
That bringeth good tidings of good, 
That publishes salvation; 
That says unto Zion, “Thy God 
reigns.” 
(Isaiah 52:7) 
WATCHMAN: 
There shall come forth a rod out of 
the stem of Jesse, 
And a branch shall grow out of his 
roots; 
And the spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him, 
The spirit of wisdom and _ under- 
standing, 
The spirit of counsel and might, 
The spirit of knowledge and fear 0! 
the Lord; 
With righteousness ‘shall he judg 
the poor, 
And reprove with equity the me« 
of the earth. 
(Isaiah 11:4) 
PILGRIMS: 
The people who walked in darknes 
have seen a great light; 
They that dwelt in the land of th 
shadow of death, 
Upon them hath the light shined. 
(Isaiah 9:2) 


WATCHMAN: 

He shall feed his flock like a she} 
herd; 

He shall gather the lambs with h 
arm, 


And carry them in his bosom, 
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And shall gently lead those that are; 2 
with young. 


TE 


(Isaiah 40:11) 
PILGRIMS: 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold thy king cometh unto thee; 
He is just, and having salvation. 
And he shall speak peace unto the 


nations, 
. And his dominion shall be from sea o 
to sea. 
And from the rivers to the ends of | 16mm SOUND FILM 
the earth. 
(Zechariah 9:9,10) | PROJECTORS 
WATCHMAN: 










Arise, shine, for thy light has come, 
And the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. | 
at Isaiah 9:6) Sill LUIUILUNUUUAAUUNAQIUNUAUEUY SER 0000000000200 CUETUUULAUGUEAUUELOUEULUUULUEUUUOEEHELLE 
For unto us a child is born, 
Unto us a son is given; 
And the government shall be upon 
his shoulders; 
And his name shall be called: 
a “Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the 
i of Peace!” 
“eae (Isaiah 9:6) 


MUSIC: “Come, O come, Emmanuel,” 
choir or soloist. 
ACTION: (Fade out on Watchman, 
then Pilgrims slowly leave the stage, 
e, but with hope now.) 
EPISODE II — 
e “The Promise to Zechariah” 
Scene—Front of altar, and left 
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lectern. 
‘ Properties—-Altar pieces NEW ACADEMY FILMOSOUND 
Lighting—Blue flood, white spot 7 
Characters — Zechariah, the priest, This new Bell & Howell model has the light weight and low 
Angel Gabriel. cost that church leaders want in a motion picture projector . . . 
Is ACTION: (Lights shift back to without sacrifice of those qualities and features that have 
the family scene. Conversation is made Filmosounds the nation’s overwhelming choice. The 
s; continued.) New Academy is 29 pounds lighter than previous Filmosounds. 
7 FATHER: But the promised king Yet its powerful amplifier provides double the sound output of : 
that was to deliver his people did not any other truly light-weight sound film projector. The efficient 
a come at the time of the Watchman. B&H optical system, using 1000-watt or 750-watt lamp, 





Four hundred years passed while the produces brilliant screen pictures. Your choice of 8-inch or 
people waited for his appearance. New | 12-inch speaker is included. 

enemies had arisen against the people | 

of that country, and fresh despair and 





(Psalm 13:1) 
Other prophets had told them that 
before the king would arise, another 
messenger would appear first to pre- 
pare the way. The propeht said, 
Hark, someone is shouting in the 


IS oppression had come among them. NEW SINGLE-CASE FILMOSOUND 
Some of them said in the words of the | 
4 Psalmist: For the last word in compactness and ag 
Pa How long wilt thou forget me, O portability, see this new B&H-quality 
Lord? Filmosound. Complete in a single case, it 
How long wilt thou hide thy face is even smaller, lighter, and lower in cost 
. from me? than the New Academy. Yet it offers a 


most generous sound output—double that 
of other small sound film projectors. The 
speaker may be operated right in the pro- 
jector unit or placed near the screen. 


_ desert, For complete details, address Bell & Howell Company, 7168 
Get the Lord’s way ready. McCormick Road, Chicago 45. Branches in New York, 








nian called Zechariah to tell him about 
tie coming of the messenger. 
ACTION: (Zechariah appears be- 
fire the altar, and begins the func- 
tons of ministering.) 
MUSIC: “Come Thou Long Ex- 
poeted Jesus,” solo. 


FATHER: “In the days of Herod 


So one day, an angel appeared to a Hollywood, and Washington, D. C. 
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the king of Judea, there was a priest 
named Zechariah and he had a wife 
whose name was Elizabeth. They were 
both upright in the sight of God, blame- 
lessly observing all the Lord’s com- 
mands and requirements. They had 
no children, and both were advanced 
in life. 

Once when he was acting as priest 
before God, it fell to his lot, according 
to the priest’s practice, to go into the 
sanctuary of the Lord and burn in- 
cense, while all the throngs of people 
was outside, praying at the hour of 
incense offering.” 

(Luke 1:5-11) 

ACTION: (Gabriel appears at the 
left lectern. Zechariah is frightened.) 

GABRIEL: “Do not be afraid, Ze- 
chariah, for your prayer is heard, and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name John. 


And you will have joy and gladness, 

And many will rejoice at his birth; 

For he will be great before the Lord, 

He will be filled with the holy spirit 
from his birth 

And will turn many to the Lord 
their God. 

He will go before him with the spirit 
and the power of Elijah, 

To reconcile fathers to their chil- 
dren, 

And to bring the disobedient back to 
the wisdom of upright men, 

To make a people perfectly ready for 


the Lord. 
(Luke 1:13-16) 

ZECHARIAH: “How am I to know 
that this is so? For I am an old man 
and my wife is advanced in years.” 

GABRIEL: “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the very presence of God. I have 
been sent to speak to you and to tell 
you this good news. Now you will 
keep silent and be unable to speak until 
the day this happens, because you 
have not believed what I have said, fcr 
it will all be fulfilled in due time.” 

(Luke 1:18-20) 

ACTION: (Zechariah bows in sub- 
mission, as the Angel fades. As ihe 
narrative is continued, Zechariah pan- 
tomines the discovery that he has lost 
his voice, then he leaves slowly in an at- 
titude of awe, as he recognizes the 
power of God.) 

FATHER: And the people waiting 
for Zechariah wondered at his delay 
in the temple. And when he came out, 
he could not speak to them, and they 
perceived that he had seen a vision in 
the temple; and he made signs to them 
and remained dumb. When his time of 
service was ended, he went to his home. 

MUSIC: “Ye Watchers and Ye 
Holy Ones,” choir. 


EPISODE II — 
“The Promise to Mary” 
Scene—Front of rail, right lectern. 
Lighting—Amber flood, white spot 
Characters—Mary, Village children 
(Junior group), Angel. 
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FOR AN ORDERLY HOSPITAL MINISTRY 


It is easy to be casual in one’s ministry to those in our hospitals. 
Arthur J. Kindred, minister of the First Methodist Church, Waterloo, 
Iowa, has protected himself from this temptation by the preparation 


of a practical and helpful leaflet. 








ACTION: (Family appears again, 
and the story is continued.) 

FATHER: Several months later, 
the Angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a young woman there who was en- 
gaged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
maiden’s name was Mary. 

ACTION: (Mary enters from the 
left with a group of children. They 
might be singing as they enter. They 
stop a little past center, and the chil- 
dren cluster around Mary.) 

MARY: Now, children, you must 
run along home before your mothers 
wonder what has happened to you. And 
I have so much to do, too. Do you 
think that you can remember the Psalm 
that we learned this morning? 

CHILD: Oh, yes! Do you want us 
to say it for you? 

MARY: Would you? 

CHILD: Sure. Come on, kids! 

CHILDREN: (Recite the 100th 
Psalm.) 

MARY: That is wonderful! We 
will surprise the Rabbi on Sabbath 
day. Goodbye now. I'll see you to- 
morrow. 

CHILDREN: Goodbye, Miss Mary! 

ACTION: (The children leave, 
laughing and talking. Mary turns io- 
ward her door, and sees the Angel 
standing there.) 

GABRIEL: “Good morning, favored 
woman! The Lord be with you.” 

MARY: “Oh! What do you mean? 
Why do you come to me?” 


GABRIEL: “Do not be afraid, 


Mary, for you have gained God’s ap- 
proval. You are to become a mother 
and you will give birth to a son, and 


ycu are to name him Jesus. He will 
be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his forefather 
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
house forever; his reign will have no 
end.” 
(Luke 1:30-33) 

MARY: “How can this be?” 

GABRIEL: “The holy spirit will 
come over you and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. For 
that reason your child will be called 
Holy and the Son of God. And even 
your cousin Elizabeth, though she is 
old, is going to give birth to a son; for 
nothing is impossible for God.” 

(Luke 1:34-37) 

MARY: “I am the Lord’s slave. Let 
it be as you say.” 

ACTION: (Mary bows before the 
angel. The angel fades. The stag 
darkens.) 

MUSIC: “Ave Maria,” Gounod, 01 
gan. 

EPISODE IV — 

“The Magnificat” 

Scene—Left stage 

Lighting—Amber flood, white spot 

Characters: Elizabeth, wife of Z 

chariah, Mary, Zechariah 

ACTION: (Family scene appea 
again.) 

FATHER: So Mary arose, and we! 
with haste into the hill country of 
city of Judah, and she entered t 
house of Zechariah and greeted h 
cousin Elizabeth, the wife of Zecha 
iah; when Elizabeth saw her, she w 
moved to cry out. 

ACTION: (Elizabeth is on the sta 
as the lights come on. Zechariah brin: 
Mary in. As they meet, they embra 
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When all can hear, there is rapt interest 
in every word and thought expressed by 
the church leader. Yet few voices have 
the resonance and carrying power to reach 
all of the average congregation. Few 
churches have good acoustic properties. 
These two factors point to the value of 
RAULAND Sound Systems now available. 
No church should deprive itself of this mod- 
estly- priced electronic facility with its power- 
ful congregation-building advantages. 





The RAULAND 20-watt amplifier, equipped 
with matched reproducers and microphone, 
achieves powerful, natural reinforcement of 
sound throughout the church edifice 


A RAULAND Sound System puts an end 
to voice-strain and ear-strain. Voice and 
music are reinforced naturally, beauti- 
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f RAULAND Sound Systems have provision 
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each other, then Elizabeth bows before 
Mary.) 

ELIZABETH: 

“You are the most favored woman, 

And blessed is your child.” 

(Luke 1:42) 

MARY: (Recites the Magnificat. 
Luke 1:46-55. Text is omitted here to 
conserve space. It appears on another 
page in this issue.) 

ACTION: (Mary and _ Elizabeth 
hold their positions as a bright light 
shines on Mary. Then fade out.) 

MUSIC. 

EPISODE V — 

“The Journey to Bethlehem” 

Scene—Front of rail, right stage 

Properties—Scrolls for Pilgrims 

Lighting—Amber flood 

Characters—Pilgrims, Mary, Joseph, 

Innkeeper 

ACTION: (Family scene.) 

FATHER: “Mary stayed with Eliza- 
beth about three months, and then re- 
turned home. Now the time came for 
Elizabeth’s child to be born, and she 
gave birth to a son. Her neighbors 
and friends heard of the great mercy 
the Lord had shown her, and they came 
and congratulated her. They were go- 
ing to name him ‘Zechariah’ after his 
father. But the father wrote upon a 
tablet, ‘His name is John.’ Then his 
voice and the use of his tongue were 
immediately restored, and he blessed 
God aloud. And this child grew up 
and became strong in the spirit, and 
he lived in the desert until the day 
when he proclaimed himself to his peo- 
ple as the messenger for the great 
king. This was he who came to be 
called ‘John the Baptist.’ ” 

Shortly after the return of Mary 
to her home in Nazareth an angel came 
to Joseph, to whom she was engaged, 
telling him that he was to take her 
as his wife, and that a son was to be 
born to her; he was to be named 
“Jesus,” for Jesus meant in their lan- 
guage “Saviour of the people.” As he 
was conmmanded, Joseph took Mary 
as his wife. 

MUSIC: “O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem”—junior high chorus. 

FATHER: “In those days an edict 
was issued by the Emperor Augustus 
that a census of the whole world was 
to be taken. So everyone went io his 
own town to register. And Joseph 
went up from Galilee from the town 
of Nazareth to Judea to the city of Da- 
vid, called Bethlehem, because he be- 
longed to the house and family of Da- 
vid, to register with Mary, his wife, 
who was soon to become a mother.” 

(Luke 2:1-6) 

ACTION: (Pilgrims enter slowly 
from the right, looking for a place to 
stay. They form in the center of stage 


for their choral reading. During the 
reading, Mary and Joseph enter and 
join the group. A star begins to ap 
pear in the sky.) 

PILGRIMS: (Recite Psalm 24. 
Text is omitted to conserve magazin« 
space.) 

ACTION: (Mary and Joseph come 
from the group, approach the inr 
door, seeking a place to sleep. They 
both look weary and _travel-worn. 
The innkeeper comes to the door, listens 
to their story, shakes his head sadly, 
points out that his inn is full. Joseph 
pleads again; finally the innkeeper 
points out toward the stable, and they 
go wearily that way. The star has now 
definitely appeared over the place 
where the stable would be.) 

MUSIC: “Thou Didst Leave Thy 
Throne,” solo and chorus. 

EPISODE VI — 


“The Light Appears to the Shepherds” 
Scene—Left stage 
Properties—Fire for shepherds, 
crooks 
Lighting—Fire, blue flood, white spot 
Characters—Shepherds, Angel, An- 
gel Chorus 
ACTION: (Family scene again.) 
FATHER: “While they were there, 
the time came for the child to be 
born, and she gave birth to her first 
born son; and she wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a 
manger. In that region there were 
shepherds out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flocks by night.” 
(Luke 2:8) 


MUSIC: Shepherd music, instru- 
mental. 
ACTION: (As the music is played, 


the shepherds enter from the right, 
come to front and gather around the 
fire on stage. As the carol is sung, 
they pantomine the story. The angel 
appears, then the angel choir from 
choir loft.) 

MUSIC: “While Shepherds Watched 
Their Flocks.” 

The first five verses are sung as a 
solo. The sixth and final verse is used 
as a chorus. Text is omitted to con 
serve magazine space. 

MUSIC: “Hearken All, What Hol 
Singing,’ men’s chorus 

MUSIC: “Joy to the World,” junio 
chorus 

ACTION: (At the end of the cho 
uses, the shepherds arise slowly, go ou! 
toward the star, pointing to it in awe. 

FATHER: When the angels le! 
them and returned to heaven, tl 
shepherds said to one another, “Com: 
let us go over to Bethlehem and s* 
this thing that has happened, that t! 
Lord has told us of.” And they we! 
with haste, and found Mary and J: 
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seph, with the baby lying in a manger. 
(Luke 2:15-16a) 
EPISODE VII — 

“The Wise Men Seek the Light” 

Scene—Right stage 

Properties—Throne for king, scrolls 

for priests 

Lighting—Amber and red flood 

Characters—Three Wise Men from 

the East, King Herod, Servant of 
Herod, Priests and Counsellors 

FATHER: Now when Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold three wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem. 

ACTION: (As the carol is sung, 
the three wise men enter down the 
aisle, traditionally, and come before 
King Herod, where they bow deeply.) 

FIRST WISE MAN: “Where is he 
that has been born king of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the East 
and have come to worship him.” (Mat- 
thew 1:2) 

ACTION: (Herod appears alarmed. 
He turns to his advisers, who seem in 
doubt too as to the meaning of this. 
He motions to the wise men to be seat- 
ed over at the side, where they are 
conducted by the servant. Then he 
motions his advisers closer. They take 
out their scrolls and consult them 
closely. They confer some more to- 
gether, finally one comes forward to 
announce.) 

HIGH PRIEST: “In Bethlehem, in 
the land of Judah, O King, is the child 
to be born, for so it is written by the 
prophet: 

‘And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, 

Art by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; 
For from thee shall come a ruler 
Who will govern my people Israel.’ 
We are agreed, O King, that this is 
fulfillment of that prophecy.” 
ACTION: (The king ponders their 
answer, appears satisfied, sends a serv- 
ant to summon the wise men. The 
priests withdraw.) 

KING: When did this star appear 
that you follow? 

SECOND WISE MAN: We first 
saw it these many months ago, O King 
of Judah. We began our search when 
the year was still in the spring. The 
time of fulfillment must be near. 

KING: - The one that you seek is 
to be born in Bethlehem. Go and 
search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I, too, may come and wor- 
ship him. 


pe) 


(Matthew 1:3-8) 
THIRD WISE MAN: Thank you, 
O king, for your guidance. We rise 
to go and obey. 
ACTION: (The wise men arise 
and leave. The star appears once 
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more before them. 
worried.) 
MUSIC: “The Kings of the East 
Are Riding,” chorus 
EPISODE VIII — 
“Gifts at the Manger” 
Scene—Center stage, stable 
Properties—Manger, staff for Joseph 
Lighting—Manger light, amber flood 
Characters—Mary, Joseph, Shep- 
herds, Wise Men, Children’s Chor- 


The king appears 


uses, Intermediate Chorus, Choir, 
Ushers 
ACTION: (The Nativity scene ap- 


pears with Mary and Joseph, and per- 
haps the angel. Tableau is held dur- 
ing singing of the lullaby. Shepherds 
enter, then the wise men. They all 
bow at the manger, leave their gifts 
and take a place on one side or the 
other of the manger.) 

MUSIC: Lullaby by Mary or soloist 

FATHER: “Lo, the star that they 
had seen went in front of them till it 
stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they caught sight of the 
star, they were intensely glad; on 
reaching the house they saw the child 
with his mother, Mary, and they fell 
down to worship him, and opening their 
treasures they offered him gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” 

(Matthew 1:10-12) 

MUSIC: “Away in a Manger,” chil- 
dren’s chorus, primary 

(They present their token gifts and 
form around the manger.) 

MUSIC: A carol by the Junior High 
chorus 

(They present gifts and form around 
manger.) 

(The Pilgrims enter and form for 
their reading.) 

PILGRIMS: (Recite Isaiah 60:1-22. 
Text is not printed here in order to 
conserve space.) 

(The Pilgrims present their gifts.) 

MUSIC: “O Come All Ye Faithful,” 
processional by choir 

OFFERING: The ushers take the 
offering among the people as the carol 
is sung. 

THE PRAYER 

CLOSING CAROL: “Silent Night,” 
by choir and congregation 
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 





If only the good were clever, 

And if only the clever were good, 
The world would be better than ever 
We thought that it possibly could! 

But alas! it is seldom or never 

That things turn out as they should, 
For the good are so hard on the clever 
And the clever so rude to the good. 


The Bandon Catholic 
Exhibition Booklet 
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Let Your Duplicator Produce 


A Department of Ideas for Getting Larger Returns 
From Your Duplicator 








HE Sunday school superintendent’s 

problem in keeping the depart- 

ments staffed and running smooth- 
ly and promoting their activities is so 
great that it frequently seems solv- 
able only by “Superman.” But, Sun- 
day school leaders find that their prob- 
lems, and those of their staffs are 
materially reduced, when the church 
duplicator is available to speed up and 
simplify routine work, economically 
produce teaching aids, and help produce 
materials to use in other phases of the 
Sunday school program. For instance, 
the administration of every Sunday 
school department is made easier by 
attendance and _ treasurer’s forms, 
which the Sunday school secretary and 
treasurer use in totaling attendance 
and offerings. Registry records are 
also important in each department. All 
these routine records, and any others 
that the superintendent finds helpful, 
may be reproduced on the church du- 
plicator at low cost and be of great 
convenience to the Sunday school 
workers. 

Duplicated teaching aids that pri- 
mary workers welcome are illustrated 
Bible stories, memory verses, lesson 
sheets and coloring sheets which may 


be used there, and then taken home 
from Sunday school. 

Lesson sheets stimulate interest in 
class work in the intermediate depart- 
ment. Bible quizzes, lesson question 
sheets, programs for the worship serv- 
ice also fit into this age group, and 
may be quickly prepared in the num- 
ber needed. 

Active Sunday schools usually find 
direct mail contacts necessary for class 
meetings, programs, membership or 
attendance drives, etc. Here the Sun- 
day school superintendent and his staff 
have another use for duplicating. 
Superintendents report that the value 
of these mailings cannot be over- 
emphasized. 

Sunday school entertainments and 
special services bring need for extra 
materials: scripts, programs, song 
sheets, quizzes, tickets, press releases, 
posters, menus, etc. The duplicator 
may be used to reproduce these also, 
quickly, easily and economically. 

These many uses for the church 
duplicator in smooth Sunday school 
operation make it a valuable ally for 
the busy superintendent. Its use can 
help him do a more effective job on 
routine and special Sunday school 
problems. 





Spiritual Messages of Great Poets 
(From page 21) 
steps and slow 

Through Eden took their solitary way. 

One quotation from Paradise Re- 
gained must suffice to indicate the lofti- 
ness both of theme and language. It 
tells of the final victory of the Son of 
God over the Evil One: 


So, struck with dread and anguish, 

fell the fiend, 

And to his crew that sat consulting, 
brought 

Joyless triumphals of his hoped success, 

Ruin, and desperation, and dismay, 

Who durst so proudly tempt the Son 
of God. 

So Satan fell; and straight a fiery globe 

Of angels on full sail of wing flew nigh, 

Who on their plumy vans received Him 
soft 

From His uneasy station, and upbore 

As on a floating couch through the 
blithe air, 

Then in a flow’ry valley set Him down 

On a green bank, and set before Him 
spread 

A table of celestial food, divine, 

Ambrosial fruits, fetched from the Tree 
of Life, 

And from the Fount of Life ambrosial 
drink, 

That soon refreshed Him wearied, and 
repaired 


What hunger, if aught hunger had 
impaired 
Or thirst; and, as he fed, angelic quires 
Sung heav’nly anthems of His victory 
Over temptation and the Tempter proud. 
These precious morsels of the Master 
Poet’s work will, I hope, suffice to send 
my readers to browse in his pages for 
themselves. Running like a golden 
thread through all his work is an in- 
sistence very welcome in these less 
virile days on the freedom of the human 
will-and man’s capacity for true virtue 
to be achieved only by a courageous and 
consistent refusal of temptation. It is 
this that makes Milton particularly the 
poet of virtue, and as such a deep well 
of tonic force in our modern life. 





TIME 
I have just a little minute, 
Only sixty seconds in it, 
Forced upon me; can’t refuse it, 
Didn’t seek it; didn’t choose it, 
But it’s up to me to use it. 
I must suffer if I lose it; 
Give account if I abuse it; 
Just a tiny little minute, 
But eternity is in it. 
Missionary Tidings 
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1 For RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 
The Natco is so simple, a child can operate it . . . Light, easily 

portable .. . Accessible, simplified mechanism for easy maintenance... 
Priced for church budget. 2 For BACKGROUND FOR WORSHIP... 
Fine, powerful tone. Large theatre-quality image. The only 8” p.m. 
speaker and 5-watt amplifier at price. Lamp size up to 1,000 watts. 
2,000 ft. film capacity. Underwriters’ Laboratory approved. 
3 For GROUP ACTIVITY, because it is precision- 
engineered for heavy duty use. 

4 For PROMOTIONAL WORK. It’s 

versatile! Silent or sound. AC or DC 


without convertors. Booster amplifier 





available for extra-large 
1 | gatherings. P.A. microphone, 


record turntable plug 


in simultaneously. | NEN Lice: SERIE RNS CREE oo aRINSIC. 
NATCO, INC. 505 N. SACRAMENTO BLvp. -ePt- CM-I 


WORLD'S FINEST CHICAGO 12, ILL. 


16mm. professional Gentlemen: Please send me information and descriptive 
literature without charge or obligation. 


sound film projector 


7 NAME 





ADDRESS. 





CITY. STATE 











the Right “Pence 
4 
@ The right fence for you is made by PAGE, 
pioneer maker of Chain Link Fence and de- 
veloper of many major fence improvements. 
Your fence can be the one of several PAGE 
styles which is best suited to your needs. It 
can be had in a choice of metals to give you 
the one you prefer or require. The nearby 
Page Fence Association member will confer 
with you on the fence you need and submit 
cost estimates without obligation. He is a 
long-experienced specialist who will erect your 
fence expertly. Write for illustrated informa- 
tion and we will send name of the member 
nearest you. 


; Protect Church 
and School Grounds 
with Page Fence 


For name of nearest member firm, write to 
PAGE FENCE ASSOCIATION in Mones- 
sen, Pa., Atlanta, Bridgeport, Chicago, 
Denver, Detroit, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, New York or San Francisco. 


PRODUCT OF PAGE STEEL & WIRE DIVISION 
OF AMERICAN CHAIN & CABLE 
BRIDGEPOR™, CONNECTICUT 
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Have You Remembered God? 
by John W. McKeluey 
A Christmas Sermon 


HERE is a church in Cincinnati 

which claims to have the largest 

bell in the United States, and per- 
haps the largest in the world. It is 
ten feet in diameter, twelve feet high 
and weighs thirty thousand pounds. 

When this bell was first hung some 
years ago, so the news story goes, its 
mighty tones shattered a number of 
windows in the vicinity. Because of 
this happinstance it has since then 
been sounded by tapping with a ham- 
mer only. If rung in the correct way, 
its tone could be heard fifteen miles 
away. But as it is, its sound is no 
louder than that of an ordinary small 
bell. 

Is not this the tragic picture of 
Christmas as lived out by many peo- 
ple? The mightiest and most joyful 
theme of the centuries, which should 
ring out its transcendent tidings both 
near and far, is too frequently and 
thoughtlessly reduced by human be- 
havior to little more than a faint 
tinkle. 

Perhaps the remedy to this situation 
is to be found in our approach to this 
Christmastide. Perhaps the thing we 
need most to do is simply to remember 
God, God’s part in the birth of Jesus, 
and God’s plan through Christ’s coming 
for us and all men everywhere. 

The Wise Men remembered God and 
undoubtedly for this reason are remem- 
bered in turn by a grateful posterity. 
According to Matthew’s account of the 
Nativity one of the most crucial mo- 
ments in their whole experience is 
where the Wise Men prepare to return 
to their homes. Having placed their 
gifts at the feet of the Christ Child, 
and having worshipped him in spirit 
and in truth, they were eager beyond 
words to return whence they had come 
to tell the wondrous story of both star 
and Child. At the same time they 
were anxious to omit no amenity in a 
respectful acknowledgement of Herod’s 
assistance. It was a moment fraught 
with destiny, and at that decisive mo- 
ment they were warned of God. Re- 
membering that it is better to obey 
God rather than men, they returned 
“into their own country another way.” 

It was Count Leo Tolstoi who once 
said, “The distinctive mark of this age 
is its lost sense of God.” The same 
condemnation might well have been 
made of the First Century, but that 
it should be made for our century after 
nineteen centuries of Christianity is 


ominous indeed. It means, if anything, 
that first and foremost this Christmas 
we must strive to re-capture our sens¢ 
of God, to remember that this is God’s 
world, that it is God who hath made 
us, that we are his people and “the 
sheep of his pasture,” and to yield 
ourselves to his high purposes and 
holy will. 

The point of what I am trying to 
say is highlighted by a phrase fre- 
quently used by us, namely “shopping 
around.” The newspaper recently car- 
ried the cartoon of a weary man “shop- 
ping around” with his small bespec- 
tacled studious-looking son. When their 
turn came to speak to Santa Claus, the 
man leaned over and whispered to the 
Man with the Whiskers, “See if you 
can’t talk him into wanting an electric 
train—” How ridiculous, you say. No 
one has to persuade a boy to want an 
electric train. No, of course not. 

And yet, when it comes to men and 
women, the Christians whose day 
Christmas is, it is not merely ridiculous 
but tragic that we need to be reminded, 
warned of God, as it were, that Christ- 
mas is Christ’s birthday. It ought to 
be perfectly plain that the important 
thing is not that in our shopping 
around we have remembered all the 
aunts and uncles, all the members of 
the family including even ourselves, 
but that we have remembered God. 


II 

There are at least two ways by which 
we can make sure that we have remem- 
bered God during this Advent season. 
One way is by what we do in our 
homes. More than any other festival! 
of the Christian year the celebration 
of Christ’s birthday centers in the 
home. It was so from the beginning. 
“Be it ever so humble,” there is no 
home among men more lowly than the 
rude shelter that enclosed the Saviour’s 
birth. How fortunate that we have 
allowed Christmas to be featured 
lavishly and grandly in our mode) 
homes! But to put rich and joyous 
content into Christmas as Christ’s Da) 


we must do more than have a tr 
exchange gifts, enjoy a feast, a 
observe a holiday. There are fo 


things to do besides all this. 

First, we can put Christ at 
center in all our preparations. T 
is exhibited in how we plan to reme 
ber others. Where children are 
volved we can help them to see t! 
Christmas means giving as well 
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receiving. What better words than 
those of Jesus on this score. “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Instead, then, of asking one another 
to list our respective wants, we ought 
rather to help one another to think of 
those with whom we can share the 
love and kindness within our hearts. 
Having done this we can then proceed 
in simple ways to carry out the mak- 
ing and giving of gifts which best 
express our good will, gratitude, and 
affection. 

In the second place, putting Christ 
at the center means centering our 
decorations about the Christmas story. 
This can be done both gracefully and 
meaningfully by setting up the manger 
scene in some prominent part of the 
living room such as a mantle shelf, a 
window ledge, or an appropriate cor- 
ner. The use of candles, a lighted 
star, window transparencies which tell 
the old, old story in pictorial manner, 
these are suggestions of great merit. 

To go on, a Christ-centered celebra- 
tion makes ample use of the carols, 
the Scriptures, and the splendid fellow- 
ship of family devotions. If rightly 
used, these age-old means of worship 
will put new loveliness into the fami- 
liar traditions associated with Christ- 
mas Day. They will enable young and 
old alike to enter the ranks of the 
faithful who down through the ages 
have sought on December twenty-fifth 
to worship Christ, the Lord. 

Finally, the supreme accomplishment 
of a Christ-centered Day will be self- 
evident when we are led to see that 
Christmas is more than a day or a 
season, but rather a spirit which must 
be lived and taken into all of life 
throughout the entire year. 

Harsh as the judgment may seem at 
first to be, unless somehow we can 
celebrate Christmas with the emphasis 
of our hearts and homes joyously cen- 
tered upon Christ as Lord and Saviour, 
whether we like it or not, it will be 
written that though we were duly 
warned, we failed to remember God. 

III 

There is another way by which we 
prove that we have not forgotten God. 
It is by what we do in the world about 
is. It was E. Stanley Jones who once 
aid, “The God of this age is public 
pinion. It is flattening Christianity 
ut of us.” Certainly we who are pro- 
essed followers of the lowly Naza- 
ene have no better opportunity than 

Christmas to re-assert the true 
leaning of our faith and to lift Christ 
p in all the majesty of his earthly 
fe so that perforce the world shall 
» drawn in loving fealty to him. 

To lift Christ up is not an act of 
tual so much as it is an act of sacri- 
‘ial service. It means that we must 
‘live the sublime formula of divine 
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why more people buy 


MAAS CATHEDRAL CHIMES 
than any others made today. 


1. Mass genuine Cathedral Chime tones are unsur- 
passed for purity and richness. Their tone quality is 
assured by exclusive patents. 


Individual damping of each note permits full tonal 
expression. There is absolutely no intermingling of 
notes. 


Maas Chimes have incorporated more outstanding 
innovations than any other system. 


Individual balanced spring suspension guarantees 
that the action of Maas Chimes will be lightning 
fast, smooth and uniform. Rubber mountings absorb 
all action noise. 


The Maas patented pickup system reduces higher 
harmonics that tend to make ordinary chime tones 
sound thin and tinny. Maas Chimes produce a bell- 
like tone with a full, round predominant note of 
great depth and warmth. 


Maas Chimes are simple to install in any building. 
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Maas Chimes are attractive in appearance. Mounted 
either in V or W formation, their highly polished, 
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Maas Genuine Cathedral Chimes are reasonably 
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service: “For I was an hungered, and 
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.” It doesn’t require a second 
look to see how timely and completely 
this formula fits our age, though it was 
enunciated nearly two thousand years 
ago. 

All this is not to say that because 
there is so much stark need and inno- 
cent suffering in our postwar world 
we cannot celebrate Christmas aright 
unless we blow out our Christmas can- 
dles and do away with the brightness 
of our festivities. To act in this man- 
ner is to jump to the wrong conclu- 
sions. Rather let us see Christmas in 
its true perspective. Let us see that 
we can best celebrate Christmas this 
year, not by abolishing any or all 
Christian phases of the observance, but 
by putting in practice, the essential 
things for which Jesus in the end gave 
his life that men might have the life 
abundant. 

What are these things? They are 
the things already suggested in the 
sublime formula: of divine service. To 
begin with, feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked. To be sure, we 
have been doing this year, after year 
through our White Gifts and special 
offerings, but now we must do it ever 
more earnestly and unstintedly. Not a 

Secondly, visiting the sick and the 
oppressed. What greater privilege is 
ours, if we seek to dispel loneliness 
and despair? So often, speaking out 
of pastoral experience, the weariness 
attendant upon life’s swift day is dis- 
sipated in a twinkling when the person 
receiving one of these blessed visita- 
tions remarks unwittingly, “Thanks for 
coming. I needed that call so very 
much.” 

THE KING’S CUPBEARERS 


(Communion at a Summer Conference) 

With reverent hands, they bear on 
shining trays 

Small crystal goblets of the sacred wine, 

These serving-men from varied walks 
and ways 

Gathered together at this 
shrine. 

Here are bronzed hands that nurture 
growing things, 

Hands that manipulate the gold of men; 

Slim-fingered hands that pluck from 
silent strings 

New song, or grasp winged words with 
racing pen; 

Hands that unlock the hidden store of 
earth, 

Young hands alert to all that life may 





lakeside 


ask; 

Wise hands that guard the gates of 
death and birth, 

Gnarled fingers, trembling with their 
holy task. 

These serve no earthly king on bended 
knee, 

But bear the sacred wine to you and me. 

Belle Chapman Morrill 
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Incog 


nito 


A Christmas Sermon 
by Moir A. q: Waters* 


O the hope of Israel, the savior 
thereof in time of trouble, why should- 
est thou be as a stranger in the land, 
and as a wayfaring man that turneth 
aside to tarry for a night?—Jeremiah 
14, 8. 


HE Bible has an amazing number 

of questions between its covers. 

There are questions God is asking 
man, straight, searching, challenging 
questions. There are questions man, 
perplexed by the mystery of life, is ask- 
ing God. Here is a question man is 
asking God, and yet it is really a kind 
of bewildered musing within his own 
heart and soul. Why, asks Jeremiah, 
why should God be as a stranger in 
the world of his own creating? Why 
should God be as a wayfaring man who 
turns aside for a night, when one 
would have expected for him a royal 
welcome among the men and women 
whom he has made in his own image? 


The prophets were again and again 
baffled by the strangeness, the pathos, 
the inexpressible tragedy of the home- 
lessness of God in his own creation. 
Isaiah cries, “Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear O earth: for the Lord hath 
spoken, I have nourished and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled 
against me. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib: but Is- 
rael doth not know, my people doth 
not consider.” Well might the proph- 
et call on heaven and earth to witness 
this ultimate folly, this strange deflec- 
tion of the heart of man. They, at 
least, fulfill the maker’s plan and pur- 
pose; the stars in their courses, the 
changing seasons, seed-time and har- 
vest. But man! Man alone in all cre- 
ation, tries to escape from God’s wise 
and loving rule, tries to hide from him 
in a thousand subtle ways. 

Jeremiah’s poignant question takes 
us straight to the Christmas story 
found in Luke’s Gospel. “A wayfaring 
man that turneth aside to tarry for a 
night.” These words carry us _ in 
imagination to the little town of Beth- 
lehem, where a tired traveller and his 
wife sought the shelter of an inn at 
eventide, only to find that “there was 
no room in the inn.” They must needs 
scek refuge in the stable nearby, and 
that night a Child was born. “No room 
in the inn.” It was symbolic. There 
is an old Celtic proverb that says, 
“Where there is heart-room there is 
also house room.” That was the real 





*Minister, Lawrence Park Community Church 
(United Church of Canada), Toronto, Ontario. 


trouble in Bethlehem that night, as it 
has been the real trouble through al 
the long years. There was no heart- 
room for God or for his son. 


I 


“Why shouldest thou be as a strang- 
er in the land?” Well, one reason is 
that he came in disguise. The first 
rejection of the Son of God was the 
rejection of ignorance. Had the inn- 
keeper known that he was turning 
away one whose very arrival on that 
momentous night would be the great 
divide of history—but how was he to 
know? There was no one to say to 
him, “Innkeeper of Bethlehem, tonight 
will occur an event that will be the 
turning point of time.” He did not 
know. He saw only a tired, travel- 
stained couple from Nazareth in Ga- 
lilee. He was pre-occupied with his 
duties and he did not dream that he 
was turning from his door one who 
was to be the Savior of men, one who 
was to be not only the hope of Israel, 
but the hope of the world, one whose 
praises men would be singing twenty 
centuries after. 


But it was not simply at Bethlehem 
that we find this rejection of ignor- 
ance. What took place in Bethlehem 
was a parable of what was to happen 
elsewhere as well. John writes, “He 
was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him 
not.” John the Baptist said, “There 
standeth one among you whom ye know 
not.” You remember the scene as 
Jesus stood on the hill overlooking 
Jerusalem and cried with __ infinite 
yearning, “If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes.” 
Strange and tragic blindness! Blind- 
ness of spirit! The blindness of sin! 
For there are none so blind as those 
who will not see. 


So it is that we have the amazin; 
and incredible drama of how God cam: 
into his own world in disguise an 
throughout his life-time he kept hi 
incognito. He was born in a stabl 
He worked in a carpenter’s shop, mak 
ing yokes and ploughs, and perhap 
toys for the children. He became a 
itinerant preacher, often with no plac 
to lay his head. In the upper roon 
he, who had come from the Father an 
was going to the Father, took a tow: 
and girded himself and washed tl 
feet of his disciples. Last of all w 
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A PARISH PAPER 
INCREASES ATTENDANCE 
MAKES PASTORAL CALLS 
KEEPS THE COMMUNITY 

INFORMED 


VISITS THE SICK AND INFIRM 


CONQUERS INDIFFERENCE 


ENCOURAGES CHURCH WORK 


AIDS CHURCH FINANCES 














Have Your Own 
Parish Magazine 


UPPLEMENT personal work among your people 


with a Parish Paper. 


It extends your personal 


influence and promotes greater good. It advertises 
your church and increases attendance. It builds good 
will and adds to the prestige of pastor and parish. It 
keeps the membership informed of church activities. 
The least embarrassing medium for appealing for 
necessary financial help, it reaches more people than 
your voice can, and brings response even from non- 
members. We make it easy for you to publish a 


parish paper. 


Regardless of the denom- 
ination, size or location of 
your church, you can use a 
regular publication to advan- 
tage, through our helpful 
service. 


For more than 35 years 
we have specialized in pre- 
paring and producing parish 
papers for churches every- 
where. We originated the 
idea. Because of standard- 
ization — mass___ production; 
large equipment, a thorough- 
ly trained organization, we 
are able to print and ship 
weekly papers within 24 
hours and semi-monthly pa- 
pers within 48 hours after 
receiving your copy. 


THE COST IS ABOUT 
ONE-THIRD OF WHAT 
YOU WOULD PAY A 
LOCAL PRINTER. 


You can publish a parish pa- 
per without it costing you a 
cent. In fact, you can make 
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RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


it add to church income, as 
we will readily demonstrate. 


You may order any num- 
ber of pages, from 4 to 36 or 
more, for weekly, semi- 
monthly, monthly, cr quar- 
terly distribution. 


You may select a design 
from any number of designs 
—all attractive and appro- 
priate-——for the front of your 
paper. 


Our parish magazines are 
beautifully printed and illus- 
trated on a good quality of 
paper. You’ll wonder how we 
can produce such exquisite 
publications at the low 
prices. 


For samples, prices, full par- 
ticulars of our service, and 
the helpful Parish Paper 
Manual containing detailed 
explanation of publishing 
procedure, just fill out and 
mail the coupon. Do it NOW. 
No obligation, of course. 
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Three Distinct Types 


Lustro Self-Polishing Liquid Wax 
for floors, wood 


Lustro Paste Wax for cabinets, 
metal fixtur 


safes and 


Lustro Cream Polish 


A special purpose wax polish carefully 
formulated for furniture. Brings 
out the glow and beauty of the 

natural wood. 
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Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


New York 
15 E. 32nd Se. 
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Established 


work, etc. 
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floor, furniture and metal wax polishes for 
every church, parish house, convent and 
school need. The high content of pure car- 
nauba wax assures a lustrous, hard finish that 
is resistant to wear, scuffing, dents and water. 

Lustro’s longer wear means lower over-all 
cost, reduced maintenance, less labor and a 
more constant protection to floors, furniture, 
cabinets, desks, etc. 


Offered as a part of the complete service which Will & 
Baumer candle salesmen render to Pastors, Mothers 
Superior, and the Reverend Clergy of all Church 
institutions. 


Ask your supply house or write 


1855 Syrucuse, N. Y. 


The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 


3oston 
Brood St. 


Chicago 
162 N. Franklin St. 


Los Angeles Montreal 


952-54 S. Flower St. 


@ A complete line of 
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a cross, and that cros 
has always been an offense and : 
stumbling-block. We can understan 
the cry, “If he be the king of Israel 
let him now come down from the cross 
and we will believe him.” 

Why did he come in disguise? | 
was for our sakes. Had he come t 
us in all the blazing glory of majesti: 
omnipotence, he would have silence: 
all opposition, and men would hav 
been stunned into submission. But a 
Emil Brunner, the Swiss theologia: 
puts it, “The king in the garments o 
a beggar gives room for the ventur 
of faith to decide for him.” He wants 
the glad, free response of our lives 
and wills. He will not force his wa) 
into our lives. He must leave us fre 
te accept him or reject him. 

II 


But all this leaves the door open fo1 
the rejection of rebellion. Even whe: 
men have penetrated the disguise, they 
have rejected the Son of God. When 
they have solved the mystery of the 
incognito, they realize that he has 
come as a king, and that he seeks to be 
Lord of all life. He wants not just a 
corner of our hearts, but heart and 
soul and mind and strength. As Dr. 
John R. Mott has put it, “He will be 
Lord of all or Lord not at all.” Just 
there men hesitate. 

It is not just blindness that is our 
trouble. It is willfulness. Hear “the 
lament of the divine outcast” as he 
addresses the city that had rejected 
him and his message, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the proph- 
ets and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wing, and ye would not!” “I 
would ... ye would not!” It has been 
well said, “the power to choose always 
involves the power to refuse.” Sin 
is the choice of my will over against 
the will of God. Sin is rebellion. 

Look at the words immediately pre- 
ceeding our text. Jeremiah takes us 
to the heart of the matter in his pray- 
er of confession. “O Lord, though ou! 
iniquities testify against us, do thou 
it for thy name’s sake: for our back 
slidings are many: we have sinned 
against thee.” Is there not a clue i! 
those honest words as to why God i: 
as a stranger and as a wayfaring ma! 
in his own world? 

III 

But is there not a commoner rejec 
tion than either the rejection of ignor 
ance, or the rejection of rebellion 
What about the rejection of neglect 
His name is on our tongues, but s 
often he is excluded from our lives 
We give him the easy homage of ou! 


find him on 
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ips and we withhold the costlier hom- 
ge of our hearts and wills. The God 
vhom we adore too easily becomes the 
God whom we ignore. Well might he 
ay to us what he said to men of his 
wn day, “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?” 
The bitter cry of one of the saints of 
old might well be on your lips and mine, 
“T have neglected thee, O God!” 


Studdert-Kennedy in one of his best- 
known poems, Indifference, after de- 
scribing the agony of Calvary, sums 
up the rejection of neglect in these 
words: 

When Jesus came to Birmingham, they 
simply passed him by, 

They would not hurt a hair of him, 
they only let him die: 

For men had grown more tender, and 
they would not give him pain, 
They only just passed down the street, 

and left him in the rain. 


There are so many who offer their 
homage at his cradle at the glad 
Christmas season. They sing the joy- 
ous Christmas carols, and they cele- 
brate his birthday, and what then? 
What about the rest of the year? Does 
not homage turn so often to neglect 
and forgetfulness? 


IV 


But there is a happier side to it 
all. “He came to his own and his 
own received him not, but to as many 
as received him to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God,” There 
were those who received him gladly. 
The hearts of the shepherds who were 
watching over their flocks by night on 
the Plains of Bethlehem were quick- 
ened as they heard the message of 
glad tidings. They hastened to Beth- 
lehem and at the manger they bowed 
in adoration before the Child. Wise 
men led by a strange star~journeyed 
in quest of the new-born king and of- 
fered their gifts. John the Baptist 
penetrated the disguise and said, “Be- 
hold the lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” Peter in 
a flash of divine insight answered the 
question of his Master, “Whom do ye 
say that I am?” With the words, 
‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 

On a church calendar I once read 
these words, “Look what the world has 
‘ome to!” says the pessimist. “Look 
vhat has come to the world!” says 
he Christian. Just so! And therein 
ies our hope. The tragedy is that 
nen should neglect their one hope; or 
should miss him altogether. “O the 
iope of Israel, the savior thereof in 
ime of trouble, why shouldest thou be 
‘s a stranger in the land, and as a 
vayfaring man that turneth aside to 
arry for a night?” Christmas stirs 
ur hearts to new hope. The God of 





hope has sent his son into the world 
to save us from cynicism and despair, 
by saving us from our sins. 


If the rejection of ignorance, rebel- 
lion and neglect could turn into the 
glad acceptance of his lordship, if he 
could become our Savior in the day 
of trouble, life would be different. He 
would be as a stranger no longer, but 
Lord and Savior and Friend; as a way- 
faring man no longer, but as an ever- 
welcome and abiding presence in our 
hearts and lives. In the words of the 
cld hymn by Joseph Simpson Cook, 

Gentle Mary laid her Child 

Lowly in a manger 
There He lay, the undefiled, 
To the world a stranger. 
Such a Babe in such a place, 
Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
Who have found His favor. 


Gentle Mary laid her Child 
Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the undefiled, 
But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 
Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth 
Hail! The King of Glory! 





LOW HANGS THE CHRISTMAS 
STAR* 


Low hangs the Christmas Star 
Where Christ and Mary are 
In Bethlehem. 


Still is the winter night; 
A thousand stars are bright, 
Yet only one 


Lusters the sleeping earth, 
Praising the Saviour’s birth 
With silver tongue. 


Led by its light sublime, 
Seeking the place and time, 
The Wise Men came 


Bringing their gifts to Him,— 
Soon would the Star be dim, 
Its guidance gone. 


Such was the ancient scene 
Of faith and hope serene 
In ages past. 


Still on a Christmas Eve, 
To all whose heart’s believe, 
Low hangs a Star. 
Charles Hannibal Voss. 


*Commercial rights reserved but local publi- 
cations may use freely. 








Read 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Found in Prospering Churches 



























Only a perfect Carillon 
Bell can produce a 
tonal picture like this 

->* 














,..and the only: bell 


instrument that offers 
auch perfection is... 


_—  —- 


THE NEW 
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‘The Sweetest Music Ever Tolled’’ 


For five centuries, the Flemish 
carillon bell has been con- 
sidered the only perfect bell. 
And it requires such bells to 
produce the varied harmonies 
of true carillon.play. The new 
61 CARILLONIC BELLS is 
as tonally perfect as _ those 
world-famous bells; no other 
electronic bell instrument can 
duplicate it. 


Because beauty of tone is so 
important in evaluating a 
carillon, more than 1500 
churches and institutions have 
chosen CARILLONIC BELLS. 
Investigate fully all the ad- 
vantages of the 61 CARIL- 
LONIC BELLS—made only by 
Schulmerich Electronics, Inc., 
Sellersville, Pa. Address Dept. 
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showrooms, 
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NAVE WINDOW 
St. John’s Church, Barrington, Rhode Island 
The Rev. W. Owings Stone, Rector 





The flowing lines and varied blues of the | 


figure of the Virgin, the random placing 
of her monograms, the delicately drawn 
Child and attendant angels, recalls the 
tapestry-like quality of windows of the 


later middle-ages. This window, of richly 





textured quiet coloration, with its play- | 


fully irregular canopy framework, creates 


a pleasant, intimate atmosphere most | 


harmonious in the smaller church. 
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40 West 13th St. ~ New York II, N.Y. 


Rambusch for Decoration, Murals, 
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Lighting Fixtures, Woodwork, Art Metal | : 
| eyes to the mystery and meaning of 
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Productive Pastures 
ly Aotart D. McKeehan 





SERMON STARTERS 
A. A Wonderful Life 
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made * * * and that 
my soul knoweth quite well.—Psalm 
139 :14. 

OT all men are prepared to say 
such a thing. Not all women are 
prepared to say such a thing. In- 

deed, for many life seems anything 
but wonderful. It is drab and drear— 
grey, if not dark—with no signs of 
wonder or beauty in it. But there are 
others—multitudes of men and wom- 
en with no particular good fortune 
and, indeed, with their full share of 
misfortune—who are prepared to say 
that, for them, life is wonderful. 


How does it appear to you, my 
friend? Does your heart re-echo the 
words, “Life is a narrow vale between 
the cold and barren peaks of two eter- 
nities. We cry aloud and the only an- 
swer is the echo of our wailing cry”? 
Or does it affirm, with Beverly Nichols, 
that “every moment of this strange 
and lovely life, from the mirage of 
morn to the misk of dusk, is a miracle. 
Somewhere, always, a rose is lifting its 
petals to the dawn; somewhere, al- 
ways, a blossom is fading in the dark. 
The incense that rises with the sun, 
and the fragrance that dies in dusk, 
are all gathered sooner or later into 
the solitary atmosphere that is God’s. 
Faintly, elusively, that atmosphere lin- 


’ 





gers over all of us.’ 

The truth is that we get far more 
from life than we give to it. We are 
mendicants and beggars at the dawn 
of every day and what our heart cher- 
ishes when twilight closes the gates of 
day has been a gift received and not 
a merit won. For whatever else we 
may pray, let us ask God for a deeper 
and more delicate sense of wonder. The 
increasing revelation of the wonder 
of life is the finest, as it is the final, 


achievement of the human mind and 
heart. 
A. Life can be wonderful! It can 


be wonderful if we will but open our 


nature. 
“is true. 
sea; in the 


“Only life,” said Joel Blau, 
Life in earth and sky and 
green promises of child- 


” 


| hood, the golden glows of harvest and 


ZChurch Craft Slides — Cathedral Filmslides? | 


«~ Large selection for CHRISTMAS. Slides madeA& 
¢ to order 344x4” or 2x2”. CATALOGS FREE.A 
RILEYS } 
5 4 (Slide Headquarters for over 40 years) ~ 
Y4i (“D") Union Square, New York 3, N. Y.% 
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| wonderful. 


this can be 
I see wonder in the rose 
that climbs a cottage wall, a bird that 
carols dawn, or a sunset that builds a 
cathedral window in the west. I stand 


the white death of winter 





beneath midnight’s dome of blue. 

am awed by the star-strewn space 
and the illimitable depths of the uni- 
verse. For the moment I feel lonely 
and utterly insignificant. Then I re 
call that I am a soul, a child of God, 
and I speak to the shining orbs and 


say: “I am greater than you. I can 
feel. I can suffer. I can laugh. I can 
pray. I can dream. I can love. And 


the God who created you is a God who 
can live in my heart.” 

B. Life can be wonderful! I listen 
down the aisles of the human ages and 
I hear the deathless story of the won- 
der of life. Above all curses and 
groans I hear the music of thanksgiv- 
ing. I hear prophets and poets of the 
eternal, and quiet voices whispering 
secrets of things beyond the reach of 
time and change and death. And as, 
in imagination, my mind and heart go 
forth on every shore of all the isles and 


continents of thought, I say: “Life 
can be wonderful.” 
C. Life can be wonderful! I look 


into the eyes—the soul-windows—of a 

true friend, and I see something not 

of this world: something which only 

God can create, sustain and explain. 

I see love and loyalty and mystic fires 

that promise to burn beyond our hu- 

man years. What I see is too wonder- 

ful to find utterance. Like Christina 

Rosetti I can only ‘bow my head, lift 

my hand, and say in benediction: 

O my heart’s heart, and you who are 
to me 

More than myself, God be with you, 

May your joys be many and your sor- 
rows few 

Bless you in what you bear and what 
you do. 

So much for you; but what for me, 
dear friend? 

To love you without stint and all I can 

Today, tomorrow, world without end. 

By this knowledge of the heart, this 
tender vision of the soul, this deeper 
understanding of life’s inwardness, | 
rise to exclaim: “Life can be wonder- 
ful!” 

D. And then I look at the perfect 
one—the one whom I love so unutter- 
ably and yet serve so unworthily—even 
Christ, my Lord, and, remembering 
that he was flesh and blood like unto 
myself, I say: “Life can be wonder- 


ful!” I look at Jesus. I see him in a 
cradle. I see him, a child among chil- 
dren. I see him making doors and 


windows for little homes and easy 
yokes for toiling oxen. I see him at 
a wedding feast, turning water into 
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vine. I see him among his beloved 
riends, and I see him, like a bird en- 
nared, in the hands of bitter enemies. 

see him on a cross, suspended between 
teaven and earth, praying for his 
enemies as well as for his friends. I 
ee him dead and buried. And I see 
im in a third-day dawn, white, ra- 
diant and risen. And I see him now, 

living presence at the altar of every 
church and a pilgrim presence on ev- 
ery human road. I see him opening the 
door of life’s last mystery beyond 
vhich is another room in my Father’s 
house, and I say: “Life can be won- 
derful.” 

B. Noble Revenge 

I have delivered him that without 
cause is mine enemy.—Psalm 7:4. 

That is the noblest revenge, and in 
those moments David had _ intimate 
knowledge of the spirit of his Lord. 

1. Evil for good is devil-like. To 
receive a favor and return a blow! 

* * To use a sacred sword in un- 
holy warfare! All this is devil-like. 

2. Evil for evil is beast-like. Yes, 
the dog bites back when it is bitten. 
If I “give him as good as he gave,” I 
am living on the plane of the beast. 

3. Good for good is man-like. When 
I send presents to one who loads me 
with benefits! This is a true and manly 
thing to do. 

4. Good for evil is God-like. That 
lifts me into the heavenly places of 
Christ Jesus. Then do I unto others 
as my Savior has done unto me. 
John Henry Jowett. 





POETIC WINDOWS 
The Cycle 
After the day they bury me, 
! will nourish the roots of a cedar tree, 
And this that was I once more will pass 
Into meadow flowers and meadow 
grass; 
This that hungered, this that sang, 
Whose tears once fell and whose laugh- 
ter rang; 
This that was thrilled to its hour of 
bliss, 
Leaning anew to a lover’s kiss; 
That warred in a war that men forget, 
And strove for a peace that comes not 
yet; 
But back again to the earth that gave, 
Held, through the night, by a lonely 
grave; 
Only to nourish grass and tree 
This is the cycle that blind men see. 
But, Whom they thought a buried clod, 
\Vill have climbed the stars to talk 
with God. 





—William E. Brooks 


Arab Love Song 


The hunched camels of the night 
Trouble the bright 
And silver waters of the moon. 
“he Maiden of the Moon will soon 
"-hrough heaven stray and sing, star 
gathering. 

ow while the dark about our love is 

strewn, 
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Plan now your most memorable Christ- 
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Light of my dark, blood of my heart, From the first, Power was, I knew. 


O come! Life was made clear to me 
And night will catch her breath and That, strive but for closer view, 
be dumb, Love were as plain to see. 
And then—what needst with thy —Robert Browning 


tribe’s black tents 
Who hast the red pavilion of my heart? 


—Francis Thompson A Bride 
er Her feet beneath her petticoat 
k he Reverie Like little mice, stole in and out, 
Then life is—to wake, not sleep, As if they fear’d the light; 
Rise and not rest, but press 3ut O! she dances such a way, 
From earth’s level where blindly creep No sun upon an Easter-day 
Things perfected, more or less, Is half so fine a sight. 


To the heaven’s height, far and steep, Sir John Suckling (1646) 





Where, amid what strifes and storms Neha 
May await the adventurous quest, Night 
Power is love—transports, transforms Night with her train of stars 


Who aspired from worst to best, And her great gift of sleep. 
Sought the soul’s word, spurned the 
worms. 


She walks in beauty like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies. 


I have faith such end shall be: 





40 





@ CHRISTIAN HERALD: Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling: “Most ef- 
fective aid to Bible reading 
and study I have ever known.” 
Dr. Frank S. Mead: “For gen- 
eral background Bible infor- 
mation I have seen no better 
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@ CHURCH MANAGEMENT, 
Dr. Wm. H. Leach: “I am 
amazed by the breadth of 
its material, its compactness, 
its usefulness, and its low 
scholarship is 
good, and its writing is splen- 
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ible 


Read these Comments 


@ THE PROTESTANT VOICE: 
“The best small Biblical com- 
mentary in the English lan- 
ee 

@ MOODY MONTHLY: “An as- 
tounding amount of related 
material makes this big, little 
book a real compendium for 
Bible students.” 

















e@DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, 








book . . . scholarly and read- price. The 
able . . . with never a dull 

page.” did.” 

@ PULPIT DIGEST: “No simi- 

lar book so fully meets the 


ang of students for authentic Bible informa- 
tion.” 

@ SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: “A truly remark- 
able little book . .. a tremendous wealth of 
valuable and pertinent information . .. a reser- 
voir of profound Bible knowledge ... of 
amazing richness . . . true to the fundamentals 
of the faith.” 


@ SUNDAY MAGAZINE (now combined with 
Christian Life): ‘The book of a lifetime. A 
modern wonder-book among religious publications. 
. . . So honest in its approach and cosmopolitan 
in its contents, it is received by every evangelical 
Protestant denomination in the country ... in 
conservative schools and seminaries from coast 
to coast.”’ 

@ FORTH MAGAZINE (Episcopalian): ‘Amaz- 
ing is the only word which can be used te de- 
scribe this book . . . packed with plainly worded 
data about Biblical contents. . . . It ought to be 
on bookshelves everywhere.” 

@ DR. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, President Em- 
eritus, McCormick Seminary, Chicago: “In my 
judgment, it is the best simple and brief hand- 
book on the Bible that we have.” 


This Edition is Published only 


Institute: ‘I do not know any single volume which 
puts so much important material in such a small 
space. Especially do I like the impression which 
the book gives of dependability and accuracy.” 


@ DR. F. D. WHITESELL, Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary, Chicago: ‘I consider it to contain more 
concise, understandable, accurate and pertinent 
information as to Biblical contents, archaeology, 


chronology, geography, and historical backgrounds 


than any other book of modest price on the mar- 
ket.” 

@ DR. FREDERICK D. KERSHNER (Disciple), 
Butler University, Indianapolis: ‘“‘Without any 
exception, it is the best popular handbook of the 
type with which I am acquainted. I do not know 
of any other work which campares with it in 
compactness, well-selected information, and gen- 
eral value,”’ 

@ DR. THOMAS S. BROCK (Methodist), Former 
Professor of Homiletics in Temple University, 
Philadelphia (now Minister of Royal Poinciana 
Chapel, Palm Beach, Fla.): ‘I consider it the 
most valuable book I know for Bible reference 
work.” 


in Cloth Binding. Price, $2.00 


Order from your bookstore 
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Poor Speaker 
Things wonderful and terrible he had 


seen 

In tortured lands, and now he crave 
to show 

This well-fed audience, quiet and se 
rene, 

The soul-disturbing things that w: 


should know: 
Those bent old women huddled by th: 


shrine 

Of a lonely chimney where their ruins 
lie; 

Children gaunt-eyed, who might b: 


yours or mine, 
Strangers to laughter, and too weal 


to cry. 

His overtired voice, with stumbling 
speech 

Straining each nerve to make us un 
derstand, 

Seemed a spent swimmer struggling to 
reach 

Through surf and_ undertow, th 


longed-for land. 
Yet words we needed not to make us 
wise— 
We read his message in his suffering 
eyes. 
—Belle Chapman Morrill. 


Faults 


They came to tell your faults to me, 
They named them over one by one; 
I laughed aloud when they were done, 
I knew them all so well before,— 
Oh, they were blind, too blind to see 
Your faults had made me love you 
more. 
—Sara Teasdale 


Life in the Heights 

Who has set foot on heights 
touched a star 

With silver finger tips shall know 

No more the valley’s calm. 

Nor go where strange winds singing 
blow 

Unhearing music. 

Heights nor depths may bar 

His striving wing whose hand 

Has touched a star! 

Who has set foot on heights 

Shall not again know loneliness. 

A hidden spring unlocks to his remem- 
bering 

Thoughts that kindle common things 
into breathless beauty. 

Fainting hearts of men 

See in his burning eyes 

God, born again! 


and 


God Hears Prayer 


If radio’s slim fingers can pluck 
melody 

From night—and toss it over a Co! 
tinent or sea; 

If the petaled white notes of a violin 

Are blown across the mountains or t! 
city’s din; 

If songs, like crimson roses, are cull 
from thin blue air— 

Why should mortals wonder if G 
hears prayer? 

—Ethel R. Fuller 


SELECTED PROSE 


Vision and Action 
Of the two great reformers, Era 
mus and Luther, Erasmus was by f: 
the abler and more self-possessed, a! 
yet, because he lacked those qualiti 
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HE January, 1948 issue of the 
[ver Newsletter of the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Educa- 
tion carried this interesting paragraph: 
Chicago churches of the Catholic faith 
have been urged to install receiving 
sets so that the youth may see televised 
sport events and shows in other than 
taverns or undesirable places. Sets are 
now well within the financial reach of 
a local church or groups of churches in 
metropolitan centers where television 
stations are located. 

This was the thing which set us at 
Grace church to thinking. Every tav- 
ern along the street had a sign inviting 
folks to drop in to be entertained by 
television. How could the church offset 
this influence than to invest in a re- 
ceiver, itself. 

At first it was only a dream, but 
through the kindness of a local music 


‘*Minister, Grace Reformed Church, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


store the dream came true. We installed 
a receiving set with a fifty-two inch 
screen. This vision was enlarged by 
the addition of a magnifying lens. 

Now that we had it, how cou!d it be 
best used? To start with, we invited 
folks in to see the televising of the 
Louis-Waleott fight. One hundred and 
fifty accepted the invitation and shared 
the cokes, the strongest drink offered. 
At that time the set was officially re- 
ceived. But that was just a start. 

Now we have set up a program with 
the receiver so that dates are known in 
advance. Hosts and hostesses are ap- 
pointed for each of these nights. The 
only refreshments will be bar-candy and 
cokes served from machines. The money 
raising angle, too often prevalent, has 
been entirely eliminated. We are confi- 
dent that this newest addition to our 
equipment to visual aids will prove of 
tremendous value. 





of energy and action which Luther 
possessed, he failed to become a leader 
of men. When you have found your 
governing ideal, act! On one occasion 
Jesus parenthetically laid down an im- 
portant principle of happiness. Hap- 
piness, he declared, comes from do- 
ing. “If ye know these things,- happy 
are ye if ye do them.” One may have 
a great experience and yet stand at 
an unopened gate on the road to des- 
tiny. That gate is opened only by doing. 

No human conduct can be really 
noble save as it is the fruit of these 
two factors, vision and action. That 
was what Ezekiel saw in the clouds. 
There was a fiery glow in the sky; 
then on the colored field four living 
creatures shone like burnished brass. 
They were only partly human, and the 
feature that struck the seér was that 
these winged cherubim had the hands 
of a man under their wings—a chaste 
figure of lofty aspiration combined with 
practical service. There are. seers 
who, like Dante, behold wonderful vis- 
ions, who mount up with wings as 
agles, but they have no hands. And 
there are secularists who seem to be 
ill hands and no wings. In the age- 
Id dispute between the Marthas and 
the Marys, the Marthas have re- 
‘roached the Marys with being all 
vings, while the Marys have retaliated 
vith the charge that the Marthas are 
ll hands. If Christ adjudged Mary’s 


he better part, that is not to say that 
ie approved the merely contemplative 
ife. His own hands were the noblest 
he world has seen—hands laid on the 





heads of little children; hands that 
touched the eyes of the blind; that 
shrank not from the leprous skin; 
hands that washed the feet of the dis- 
ciples, and in the end were nailed to a 
cross. Those wonderful hands were 
carried beneath no less wonderful 
wings. The people with all hands and 
no wings may be useful and efficient; 
but it needs the wings of a sublime 
faith to lift their activity above mere 
occupation.—F. E. England in Can Hu- 
man Nature Be Improved?; Ruch and 
Cowan, London. 


Perfect Love 

He fell into unconsciousness and in 
his sleep he died. He had no pain and 
I was with him, his hand in mine. We 
had forty-three years of work and 
love and we had been married eight 
weeks and three days. For all this 
I thank God. * * * During the last few 
years our love deepened and strength- 
ened. Hudson used to say to me some- 
times in the early years, “Can we go 
on loving like this always?” And I 
said, “We shall love better.” This was 
never more true than when we passed 
middle age and grew old. There came 
an added intensity to our love which 
increased even during the last months 
and weeks. (He was eighty-five when 
he died.) * * * He had been used to 
say, half jestingly —“When I hear 
your footsteps coming up the steps” (to 
his garden-room) “without my heart 
missing a beat I shall know I am re- 
ally dead.” He never did. I was 
dearer to him when he died at eighty- 





Television Comes to the Church — 
| by Paul Nagy, fr." 
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five than ever before. So was he to 
me.—Maude Royden in The Threefold 
Chord. 


Reunion After Death 

I think it is only fair that I should 
offer from my own work-—a thing 
which every minister could do—the evi- 
dence for reunion after death which 
so often impresses those of us who sit 
at the bedside of the dying. Again 
and again the weary invalid, who may 
have lain unconscious for days and in 
great human weakness for months, 
has raised himself from his 
stretched out his arms and, with a 
light on his face never seen at any 
other time, has called the name of one 
dear to him, who perhaps had been 
dead for many years. If this is a trick 
of the brain it is a cruel one. For my- 
self it would require. more credulity to 
believe that this was a trick of the 
brain than to believe that, in the hour 
of passing, the hands of those they 
love who have gone before are stretched 
out to the dying, to welcome them into 
the eternal land. 

And, indeed, is this not just what 
we should expect? If before birth we 
had the faculty to anticipate at all and 
to wonder at what was going to hap- 
pen, we should be as frightened of 
birth as some people are of death; 
afraid of the cold, strange world into 
which we were going to pass from the 
darkness and comfort of the 
Yet there are hands stretched out to 
welcome us, eyes that gaze lovingly 
into our own and a voice that soothes 
our baby fears; for God the loving 
Father has ordained it thus. 

So it will be at death. 
will welcome us and loving eyes will 
look into our own in remembrance; 
and, what is more, we shall be as 
strangers returning. It is birth into 
It is the eter- 
that is our home country. 
We shall not go to it as foreigners who 
have to learn a new language, but as 
men and women 
home. 

Then just as the Highlander, back 
in his beloved Scotland from business 
life in London, drops into the Gaelic 
within a day of reaching the ingle nook 
in the cottage deep in the Scottish 
glen, so I believe that to enter the 
eternal world is to pass through an 
experience of incredible beauty and 
happiness—Leslie Weatherhead in Th< 
Pulpit. 


bed, 


womb. 


Loving hands 


who are returning 


Good Humor 
There should be feasting as well as 
jousting in the tournament of life. We 
should feel free to crack a joke, now 
and then, in the intervals of breaking 
a lance. 


The pilgrims to Canterbury 


went to pray at a shrine before th: 
bones of a martyred saint; but e 
route they picnicked and told stories 
It is good for the soul to carve a gai 
goyle or two, to crush cochineal fo 
the crimson heart of a rose window, t 
try an occasional grace note on th 
Cathedral organ. Sir Thomas Moré 

* * once told the Bishops of Durham, 
Clarke, Bath and Exeter, who wished 
to reward him for his controversie 
against heretics and in behalf of th: 
faith, that he set much by his pleasure, 
and little by his profit—by which state 
ment he intended mainly a humourou 
deprecation of their generous offer. H: 
also kept a monkey, and Eric Gill 
sculpted that simian pet for the More 
group in Westminster Cathedral where 
it stayed, admired by all, until the 
early months of 1947 when some 
premptory official ordered it forth- 
with chipped away on the self-evi- 
dent grounds it must have been in- 
tended to suggest Darwinism. Who- 
ever he was he must have been a com- 
plete pragmatist with no room in his 
spiritual economy for Brother Mon- 
key.—Charles A. Brady in A Catholic 
Reader. 


BOOKISH BREVITIES 

Alexander the Great went forth to 
conquer the world. Marco Polo went 
forth to see the world. Count Herman 
von Keyserling went forth to study 
and understand the world. These all 
went forth of their own choice and free 
will. Paul Geren, on the contrary, has 
gone forth, also of his own free will, 
to serve the world, And he has served, 


and continues to serve it well. He 
served it well while he was teaching 
at Judson College, Rangoon. He 


served it well, surprisingly and sac 
rificially well, as an ambulance drive) 
in Burma. Today he is serving it well 
on a mission in behalf of our Stat 
Department in India. But, all the 
while, Paul Geren has been on his own 
personal quest: a quest for a living 
faith and a philosophy of life. Mul 
titudes remember how, during the wa! 
years, Geren discovered and reported 
the meaning of the brotherhood of sv! 
fering in that remarkable book, Burn 
Diary. Now, with wider experienc?’ 
and a longer time for reflection, 
gives us a new and, in some ways, a 
even greater book than Burma Dia 
It is entitled The Pilgrimage of Pete 
It is the spiritual Odyssey : 
a young American—thoughtful, sac. 
ficial and _ sensitive—wandering ov: 
the broken and bleeding world of w: 
in quest of enduring values and < 
“the church invisible’ wherein beaut 
and truth are wedded by the brothe 
hood of man. It is a faithful and fa 


Strong. 
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cinating story in which the most earth- 
bound realism is redeemed and lifted 
by starry ideals while pictures of love 
and loyalty appear in page after page. 
With a bit of ingenuity the preacher 
could present a pulpit review with mar- 
velous effectiveness (Harpers, $2.50) 


* * * The Best of John Henry Jowett, | 


edited by Gerald Kennedy, is the iirst 
of a series “of compilations of the en- 
during works of the great pulpit mas- 
ters of the past’—the compilations to 
be made by some living masters of the 


pulpit including Dr. Kennedy, Edgar | 


Dewitt Jones, Gaius Glenn Atkins and | 


Joseph Fort Newton. In this book 
Dr. Kennedy, following a penetrating 
introduction in which he deals with the 
genius of Jowett, presents what he con- 
siders to be the very best of Jowett’s 
sermonic and devotional writings. He 
has done a fine job and Jowett lovers 
will be praising him for doing it. It 
would be fine if a goodly number of the 
really great pulpit masters of the re- 
cent past—George H. Morrison, New- 
ell Dwight Hillis and Alastair Ma- 
Clean, to name no more—were to have 
their published works culled and edited 
in similar fashion (Harpers, $2). * * * 
A new novel which I enthusiastically 
recommend is Crosswinds by Martha 
Cheavens. Crosswinds represents the 
conflict that sent James Bronson into 
the desert along the Texas-Mexican 
border some twenty years ago. The 
conflict was in the mind of Bronson 
and it was, of course, but the reflect- 
tion of the world outside that mind— 
the conflict between “the haling sweet- 
ness of God’s breath coming from one 
direction” and “the sick, evil wind of 
a lost world” coming from the other. 
It is a fine story, refreshing and 
healthy (Houghton Mifflin Co., $2.75). 
“ * * Masterpieces of Religicus Verse, 
edited by James Dalton Morrison, is a 
prodigious and amazing book with no 
equal in our language. In one large 
and handsome volume and under seven 
general headings, Dr. Morrison has 
brought together more than two thou- 
sand poems by some nine hundred po- 
ets. The poems deal with more than 
twelve hundred topics and the book is 
completely indexed. This is a superb 
centribution to both religion and _lit- 
erature. For reference, study, quota- 
tion and sheer enjoyment it will be 
treasured for the lifetime of any min- 
ster, teacher or lover of letters (Har- 
pers, $5.) * * * “Hudson Shaw and I 
met for the first time in Oxford in 
1901. We loved each other at sight.” 
Thus begins the first chapter of a book 
which some day may be called The 
Confession’ of Saint Maude. I am re- 
‘erring to The Threefold Chord, by 
he greatest of living women preach- 
(Turn to page 53) 
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BISHOP MORTAL ENTERS 
HEAVEN* 


A right handsome man was Bishop 
Mortal. 

Stood six feet, two, in his stocking feet. 

That was a heritage of his football days. 

He played college half-back; girls 
screamed 


| When his graceful body carried th¢ 


pigskin. 

His mother first directed him to the 
ministry. 

But personal ambition took on from 
there. 


The bishopric was a natural. 

He offended no one; pleased many. 

He so interpreted the gospel that 
tradesman 

Could pray on Sunday and then, 

Short-change on Monday, without vio- 
lating 

His conscience. 

Raised glasses at nightclubs were rec 
onciled with 

Holy Communion. 

Under his suave pastoring opulent 
front men 

Found welcome in the house of God. 


Never careless in personal appearanc: 
was Bishop Mortal. 


Years had added to his waistline and 


his aging cassock 
Clung too snugly. 


But his nails were manicured; his hands 


were clean; 
There was but little grey in his shoc} 
of hair. 


His eyes were bright and his step 


elastic. 

“A natural for the throne of a bishop, 
said the men. 

“He was made for heaven,” sighe 
their wives. 


But he was mortal. 

One can’t eat roast pork, potatoes 
beans, lettuce, 

Cheese, pie, cake, beer, pretzels, ic 
cream, 

Without some bad effects. 

The Bishop did it once too often. 

He settled into eternal rest. 

Our loss became heaven’s gain. 


They gave him a triumphant funeral. 


*Bishop Mortal is an entirely fictitious cha 
acter and is not based on a real person eith 
living or dead. 
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Learn to Read in Two Weeks 





Frank C. Laubach Demonstrates His Phonetic Method 


ORE than 250,000,000 illiterates 

throughout the world have 

learned to read by using the 
phonetic method, Frank C. Laubach, 
pioneer literary expert and noted mis- 
sionary educator reported at a press 
conference at the headquarters of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 

Dr. Laubach arrived in New York 
city having completed a nine months 
tour of eleven African countries, where, 
under the auspices of missionaries, 
government officials, and business con- 
cerns, he has. established literary 
classes in sixty-three different Afri- 
can languages and dialects. During 
his twenty years as a missionary edu- 
cator, he has taught people to read in 
156 different languages. 

Dr. Laubach told newsmen that the 
basic principle of his system is the 
association of pictures, words, and syl- 


hieroglyphics and Chinese characters, 
utilizes charts and graphs which de- 
pict objects or ideas through pictures 
of familiar objects. 

At the press conference, Dr. Lau- 
bach demonstrated his method by drill- 


ing newsmen in the first lesson of the | 


Amharic language. Within a few min- 
utes, each of his temporary pupils 
could identify five basic word sounds 
in this ancient coptic language used in 
Ethiopia. 

The average illiterate, according to 
the missionary educator, can learn to 





read his native tongue in about two | 


weeks. At the end of the first learn- 
ing period, the illiterate is given a 
diploma in recognition of his progress, 
and introduced to a primer or reader 
which contains a 1,600-word “recogni- 
tion vocabulary” utilizing Dr. Edward 
L. Thorndike’s and a Harvard basic 
word list. Employing the most-used 
words in the language, this vocabulary 















Two Hymn Books 
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THE NEW CHURCH 
HYMNAL 


527 hymns, tunes, chants. 
72 pages of rich liturgic 
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$150.00 a Hundred 
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leges, hospitals, hotels, ocean liners, Ma- 
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If in need of new hymnals, write 
for returnable copies of the NEW 
CHURCH HYMNAL, or WOR- 
SHIP IN SONG, or both. 


Fleming H. Revell Company 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 








lables. His method, which is similar accounts for.95 percent of all the | 

in many respects to ancient Egyptian (Turn to page 47) 

The altar guild assisted in laying out It was an interesting feeling, this 
the body. anonymity. 

The rotund cadaver was scrubbed until You can’t tell a bishop without the 
it shone. cloth. 

They placed next to his skin the finest There was no one to tell him he preached 
linens. marvelous sermons; 


Then a street suit. 

It was hard to get his arms into the 
cassock so 

They ripped it down the back. 

Loving hands added the alb, the stole, 
the girdle; 

Gloves were placed upon his hands and 
sandles on his feet. 

The Bishop’s staff was laid by his side. 

Even Solomon was not arrayed as 
Bishop Mortal. 


From near and far the great gathered 
for the solemnities. 

The mighty Cathedral Organ poured 
out its strains of eternity. 

Chesty voices intoned the 
litanies. 

Unashamed, men and women wiped the 
tears from their eyes. 

“We weep,” they said, “but heaven will 
rejoice.” 


historic 


He was placed in a heavy bronze casket 
And buried in the earth. 
His soul was commended to God. 


Eternity always dawns brightly for 
the redeemed. 

The bishop found himself in the celes- 
tial throng 

Pushing on to the pearly gates. 

Never had he felt so much alone; 

Then he saw that he wore no vestments, 

Carried no staff, 

But was clothed only with the spiritual 
aura 

As were the others. 


No one came seeking a happier parish; 

No one sought his advice on the celes- 
tial highways. 

No one kneeled before him. 


In fact, nobody seemed to know he was | 


around. 


The Saints gathered round the 


proaching pilgrims. 


“I understand,” said one, “that Bishop | 


Mortal comes today.” 

“Which do you think is he?” asked his 
friend. 

“They all look alike to me.” 


ap- | 


“T think that I would pick that big | 


fellow,” 
Said the first. 


“Don’t you notice how his aural blouse | 


Binds across the middle.” 


The listening bishop flamed into resent- | 


ment. 
Then he looked down and grinned. The 
Saints of heaven certainly could cut 
through 
The adornments of physical life. 
Besides he was walking into the City 
of God, 
Not as a bishop but as a man, redeemed. 
A new lightsomeness moved his spirit. 


“Yes,” said the first speaker, “I am 
sure now that 

I am right. I noticed somewhat of a 
halo, 

Forming about his head.” 


Bishop Mortal had, truly, arrived. 
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Merry Christmas Music 


Fifteen joyous carols, inspir- 

ingly sung by the celebrated 399 
Saintsbury Singers. Three 10” “7, . 
records, album “MC”, Incl. 


Christmas Carols 


Your favorite carols, sung the 
way you love, by the National 
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records, album “CV”, 


Christmas at the Organ 
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Tax 
Incl. 
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played on The Master Cathe- 
dral Organ. Four 10” records, os 


album “C”, 


Chimes at Christmas Time 
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Chimes. Four 10” records, “y,, 
album “P” Incl. 
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Detroit 26, Mich. 
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The name “Strong’s’” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling’’ applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG'S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library ina 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books. First, the 
Main Concordance, containing in alpha- 
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betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears. 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised ver- 
sions, including certain American varia- 
tions. This is followed by a concise He- 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament, 

All this wealth of material, to which a 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
for only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10). 
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It Can Be Done 


The Choir Finds Novel Ways to Raise Funds 
by Margaret Ratcliffe 


OR THE first time, this Sunday 

morning, the members of the Sen- 

ior Choir will enjoy the big thrill 
of sitting in their new white colonial 
pews which they purchased for $585, 
money which they raised this year by 
the following events. 

In the first place they sponsored a 
cake walk, which, at the outset, aroused 
many people’s curiosity as to whether 
it was a dance or not. The admittance 
cardboard tickets, cake shaped, repre- 
sented chocolate layer cakes with white 
frosting. Twenty-five cents, the price 
of a ticket, entitled each person to 
refreshments and entertainment. To 
the one holding the lucky number a 
door prize, a basket of fruit, was given. 

The cake walk, which resembled mu- 
sical chairs, produced much laughter 
and excitement. After parting with 
five cents one walked around in a 
circle while keeping time to the music. 
A small white flag was passed from one 
person to another over the right 
shoulder. Resting on a center table, 
whetting our appetites, was one of the 
delicious homemade cakes. When the 
music abruptly stopped, the fortunate 
person holding the flag won the cov- 
eted prize: and thus took the cake. 
This was repeated so long as the cakes 
lasted. 

A variety program of musical num- 
bers followed by refreshments of sand- 
wiches and coffee ended the evening’s 
fun. The choir cleared over $70. 

The second project was the famous 

night Boston Baked Pean 
Because the price of the meai 
was only 65 cents, the tickets were 
sold immediately. A sing-song and a 
musical program followed the supper. 
An auction of various things, such as 
potted plants, hand knitted mittens 
and socks, canned goods, homemade 
pies, baked beans, second-hand books, 
aprons, jewelry, and soap delighted 
everyone. The humorous auctioneer 
and the gay atmosphere provided by 
the brightly decorated dining rcom and 
candle-lighted supper tables with at- 
tractive colored table covers and fav- 
ors were valuable aids to our interest- 
ing evening. Not only did the choir 
clear $150 but everyone, having had a 
delightful evening, was looking for- 
ward to the next choir event. 

The third function, a song recital, 
was held in the Town Hall, with a 
talented guest soloist as the main at- 
In addition to the soloist’s 


Saturday 
Supper. 


traction. 


group of numbers the Senior Choir, 
dressed in formals, beautifully rend- 
ered “Break Forth, O Beauteous Light” 
by Bach and “Cherubim Song, Num- 
ber 7” by Bortniansky. 
The tickets sold for $1.00 for re- 
served and 85 cents for rush seats. 
Those who wished to be patrons paid 
an additional 25 cents, had their names 
printed on the back of the programs, 
and were guests at the reception fol- 
lowing, where they had the privilege 
of meeting the guest soloist. The re- 
ception, with its artistically decorated 
tables, was the responsibility of the 
music committee assisted by two church 
members who solicited from the friends 
of the choir the sandwiches and drop 
cakes beforehand. 
After paying for the use of the hall, 
$50 for the soloist, for the flowers for 
the soloist and decorations, and the 
amusement tax, the choir cleared $126. 
Not only did the audience enjoy the 
good music, but the choir members 
themselves were thrilled to participate 
—more than one member, having hair 
curled and what looked like a facial, 
surprised everyone with her attractive 
appearance. 
Although the choir cooperated with 
two other church clubs in a record hop, 
a dance with music supplied by records, 
its next and concluding important un- 
dertaking was a humorous play, en- 
titled “Hot Water” by Henry Hill Wil- 
kinson. Ho! Ho! how we laughed as 
we watched the choir members cleverly 
playing their parts. 
Introducing the play was a 
of numbers entitled “Junior 
Frolics” which included: 
I. Ballet Number 
II. Too Fat Polka—song by three boys 
from the Junior Choir with a large 
comical balloon doll. 

III. Dickey-Bird Song by Junior Choir 
Ensemble. 

IV. Song and 
Choir girls. 

V. Special Attraction—For this three 
Junior Choir girls sat behind a 
table on which rested three huge 
hat boxes. Three men were 1n- 
vited to come to the stage from the 
audience. From the contents ol 
one of the boxes each man was 
asked to use his ingenuity in con- 
structing a modern chapeau and, 
when finished to place the so-called 
hat on one of the girls’ heads. You 
never saw such hats in your life 
concocted from bowls, sieves, col- 
ored crepe paper, egg-beaters, flow- 
ers, veiling. .. Shrieks of laughter 
rose intermittently from the audi- 
ence. The winner was judged by 
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Patter by two Junior 
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the intensity of the applause his 
hat received. 
The price of admittance was 75 


ents, a small price to pay for an 
iilarious evening of wholesome fun. | 
[Indeed several people asked if the eve- 
‘ing’s program could be repeated, as 
t was such a wonderful success. 

Enthused by the results of its money 
making schemes, the choir plans to 
continue similar programs to raise 
money with which to purchase Junior 
Choir pews. 















































Learn to Read in Two Weeks 
(From page 45) 
words the pupil will encounter in his 
native tongue. 


Once the pupil is familiar with Dr. The Trye Sound of Great Bells... for Every Church 


Laubach’s teaching method, he is ad- 
LSON 


monished by his teacher to instruct 
someone _ else. This “chain-letter” STROM B 
method of instruction, Dr. Laubach ER 
said, has greatly accelerated the lit- 
eracy rate among world populations. 
In Africa all adult education is be- 
ing earried on through the use of the 
phonetic method, Dr. Laubach said, 
much of it based on his books, charts, The vibrant voices of great bells. . 
and graphs. a 
While on his latest African tour, Dr. 
Laubach was asked by the Firestone 
Company to establish a literacy pro- 
gram on their large rubber plantation 
in Liberia for 30,000 native employees. 
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia in- 
vited him to set up a similar program 
for his subjects, as did King Farouk ‘ 
of Egypt. In Mexico last year, the famed Stromberg-Carlson sound reproducing system. P 
government taught over a million peo- Write for literature and complete information. 
ple to read by adaption of the Laubach 


method. STROMBERG-CARLSON 


In discussing the future of his lit- icra hinissibietaiins eee ea 
cigs eich: te. Geka walk thes en SOUND EQUIPMENT DIVISION, DEPT. CM 2 
greatest need for the rapidly growing ROCHESTER 3, NEW YORK 
literate population in Africa, and oth- 
er foreign countries was a “fresh, in- 
teresting, and popularly written litera- 
ture.” The literature now available, 
he added, is “pretty dull, stilted, and 
academic, and fails to hold the new 
student’s interest.” 

Dr. Laubach plans to spend the re- 
mainder of this year in the United 
States, where he will visit churches, 
schools, and colleges. Next year he 
has been invited by the Siam govern- 
ment to spend two and one-half months ie 
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. crisp and clear in the winter night... 


or melodious in the cool of a summer evening . . . inspiring .. . soul lifting 


Through Stromberg-Carlson Liberty Carillons the 
voices of great bells, available heretofore only to cathe- 
drals, are obtainable on the most modest of church 
budgets. In these carillons, the bell tones are created 
by the striking of metal upon metal, as a bell is struck, 
amplified to the bells’ full-throated beauty through the 













Filmstrips for 


Mt 
Thanksgiving fig 
LJ 
Sead 






PHOTO 










establishing a literacy program. He and Christmas CHRISTMAS 
will also visit Korea, Australia, and C] CARDS 
(COMPLETE PROGRAMS) including envelopes 





New Guinea in behalf of literacy work. as low as 
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Yulecards are distinctive photo Christmas cards made from 
a favorite negative of your Church, doorway, etc. Ideal for 
congregation and friends. See card before you buy. 

FREE sample. . . send us negative of your snapshot with 3¢ 
return postage. (After Nov. 15 send 6¢ for Ist class return 
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letters, fluorescent tube lighting, flash- 
. ing cross, rustproof metal case and posts 
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Prospecting for Prospects 
The Important Start in Your Plan of Personal Evangelism 


by Robert R. Yelderman’ 


HE successful gold-miner did not 

spend much time saying to him- 

self, “Thar’s gold in them thar 
mountains.” Inasmuch as possible he 
tried to make sure in advance where 
the gold was, rather than spending 
weeks and months of hard labor dig- 
ging where no one would ever dis- 
cover the desired treasure. Having 
the “know where” had a lot to do with 
the gold miner’s success. 

Every successful pastor who builds 
up his local congregation numerically, 
has “the know-where” to find the per- 
sons he wishes to enlist as members 
of his church. During recent years I 
have talked with many scores of pas- 
tors of various denominations who 
have built up their churches in a phe- 
nominal manner and without one soli- 
tary exception, I found they all had 
“the know-where” to find the persons 
they wished to reach. Another term 
for it is “a prospect list.” In each of 
the following cases the pastor had a 
most valuable prospect list which 
served him as a guide to the spiritual 
gold he wished to bring into his 
church. 

First Christian Church, Lawton, Ok- 


| lahoma, had forty-four additions in one 





day. Not by chance or the preaching 
of any so-called great sermons, but by 
working a definite prospect list. 

First Christian Church, Denton, 
Texas, had eighty-seven additions in 
one day during my ministry there. 
These came not by chance but by defi- 
nitely working a prospect list. 

First Methodist Church, Odessa, 
Texas, two years ago had ninety-six 
new members added in one day. And 
again it was not by accident or chance, 
or the preaching of great sermons, but 
the pastor, C. E. Jameson, together 
with his local co-workers, worked on 
a definite prospect list of persons they 
wished to reach. 

The three Christian churches in El 
Paso, Texas, had a total of 354 new 
members added in one Lord’s Day. 
And those 354 new members came not 
as the result of some modern Simon 
Peter’s Pentecostal sermon, but as a 
result of having definite prospect lists 
and those persons who did the per- 
sonal calling, knew in advance much 
about the individuals they were to call 
upon. The prospect lists were worked 





*Minister, North Side Christian Church, Omaha, 
Nebraska, 


up carefully in advance of the “visita 
tion campaign.” 

The Disciples of Christ, the Meth- 
odists, and the Baptists, especially th: 
Southern Baptists, have made valuabk 
use of the prospect lists during th¢ 
past few years. During the past 
Easter season the Disciples of Christ 
had more new members added to sev- 
eral thousand churches than in any 
previous Easter period of all 
history. The question one naturally 
asks is “How do you explain it?” The 
true answer comes back to the prospect 
list of names of people who would be 
most likely to confess the name of 
Christ and become Christians or io 
transfer their membership. A _ ques- 
tion that wells up in the mind of ev- 
ery soul-loving pastor is “How do 
you work up a prospect list? That is 
a good question and is worthy of a 
good answer. 

How to Build Up a Prospect List 

The following methods if used by a 
pastor will build up his list of pros- 
pects for church membership—both by 
confession and baptism and also by 
transfer of membership. 

1. Have the church school teachers 
from the junior department on up 
through the adult department make 
out a list of pupils who attend their 
classes but are not members of the 
church. Have them list those who have 
never made the confession of faith, and 
a list of those who have been members 
of the church elsewhere but have not 
yet placed their membership in the 
local church. 

In addition, have the cradle roll, be 
ginners and primary superintendents 
and teachers make a list of children 
whose parents are not members of the 
church. Stress upon your teachers in 
making out these lists, that they giv« 
the names, addresses, and all helpfu! 
data regarding each parent. 


2. Make use of the visitors’ cards at 
the morning worship service. At 
given place in the morning worshil 
service (we prefer immediately afte! 
the Scripture reading) ask all visitor 
in the worship service to hold up thei! 
hands. (Do not have them stand a 
some will have inward objections i! 
being thus spot-lighted). Then wit! 
previous arrangements with you 
church ushers have them give eac! 
visitor a visitor’s card. From thes: 
visitors’ cards any pastor in a fev 


their 
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nonths time will have a valuable list 
if prospective members. 

3, Another method is that of asking 
your members to make out a list of 
friends, giving names and correct ad- 
lresses, who may be definitely inter- 


sted in that congregation. It will | 


surprise any pastor how many good 
prospects he can thus get from his 
own members. 


The Follow Through 

It is most important that the pastor, 
once having secured his prospect list 
follow through. Otherwise, just hav- 
ing the list of names will do no good. 

The following methods have been 
tried and not found wanting. They in- 
variably bring definite results. 

1. A personal call by the pastor. Get 
acquainted with the person on your 
list. It is very wise not to press for 
a definite commitment in your first 


call. Be friendly. Strive to present | 
yourself as well as your church at its | 


best. Keep mental tabulations of what 
you learn on that first visit. Later, 





in your study or church office, write | 


what you learned about that particu- 
lar person on the back of the card and 


keep for future reference. Don’t let | 


that be your last call. Make other 
calls and you will be pleased at hav- 


ing many of those prospects come for- | 


ward and unite with the church. 

2. Organize an Andrews’ Club or 
Personal Evangelism Band. Teach 
them in group meetings how to make 
personal calls on prospective members. 
One of the fastest growing congrega- 
tions in the United States is that of 
the First Christian Church, Miami, 
Oklahoma. The pastor, Russell Mar- 
tin, has taught his men how to call 
on prospective members. One _ night 
this past winter he had 268 men go 
calling. No wonder the next Sunday 
they had ninety-six people unite with 
that congregation. Mr. Martin has had 
over 800 members added in about two 
and one-half years time. He uses his 
men one night a week regularly. They 
vo out in teams of twos. He has 
taught them well and as a result, the 





Miami Christian Church has made a | 


phenominal growth. 

3. Use the mail and use it often. 
Mail these prospective members letters 
nd ecards inviting them to the serv- 
‘es of your church. On special deci- 
ion days, mail your entire prospect 
st invitations. You will be more than 
leased with the number that will 
nite with the church. 


‘wo Strange Things Will Happen 


1. First: Your prospect list, instead | 
f diminishing, will ever grow larger. 
2. Second: The effect upon your 
en will amaze you, please you, thrill 
yu. 
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pemerica'’s Finest ELECTRONIC Organ 


The CONNSONATA is unlike any other organ you've ever 
heard, electric or electronic! It occupies only a few cubic 
feet of space and can be easily and quickly installed in any 
church without structural changes . .and it costs only a 
fraction of the price of a pipe organ of comparable musical 





Write today for illustrated, resources! Your dealer will cheerfully arrange a private 
iting literature and demonstration for your organ committee. No obligation. 
name of your nearest CONNSONATA 


Connsonata dealer, who 


will arrange a demonstra- DIVISION OF C. G. CONN LTD. 
tion for you, without obli- DEPT. 1106, ELKHART, IND. 


gation. 








The Connsonata is a development of the Sound and Electronic Research 
Laboratories of C.G. Conn Ltd., for over 70 years specialists in musical tone. 








FAITH IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 


THE UPPER ROCM ... world’s most widely used devotional 
guide . .. ir carefully planned to aid the family as it meets 
the problems, the cares, the sorrows and the victories of day 
by day living. Use it to keep alive the family’s faith! 


Place your order TODAY and receive the current bi-monthly 


issue. Ten or more copies to ong address, 5c per copy, postpaid, 
Two-year subscriptions, $1.00. 
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Nashville, Tennessee 
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Massasoit: An American 
Christian 


Statues Provide Contrasts Between Christian and Pagan 


by Ralah M. Harner* 
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YRUS_ DAL- 

LIN, an Amer- 

ican sculptor, 
made two bronze 
statues portraying 
American interpreta- 
tions of religion. The 
Appeal to the Great 
Spirit is in front of 
the Museum of Fine 
Arts in the city of 
Boston. The bronze 
figure of Massasoit 
overlooks the rock on 
which the Pilgrims 
landed at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. 

The Appeal to the 
Great Spirit is a 
magnificent work of 
art. An Indian, 
dressed in his war 
bonnet and in full 
regalia, is seated on 
a horse standing at 
rest. The reins of 
the rider are hang- 
ing loose. With out- 
stretched arms and 
with palms and face 
turned up to heaven, 
the Indian reverently 
appeals to the Great 
Spirit. Possibly he is 
praying for help on 
the eve of a_ bat- 
tle. Certainly he is on the threshold 
of some new experience. In any case, 
this noble work in bronze portrays a 
man confessing his own helplessness 
and acknowledging a power external 
to himself. 

In contrast to the Indian on the 
horse, there is the bronze statue of 
Massasoit. Instead of being seated on 
a dumb brute, Massasoit stands on his 
own feet. The great chief at Plymouth 
is more simply dressed than the Indian 
on the horse in Boston. Around his 
neck Massasoit wears a simple neck- 





lace and on his head a single feather 
standing upright. His scanty dress is 
a breech clout or cloth girdled about 
his loins. The muscles in his legs, 
thighs, arms, shoulders and chest are 
perfectly formed yet in repose, as the 
man stands with his weight slightly 


*Rector, Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Winth 
rop, Massachusetts 





Appeal to the Great Spirit 











on his right foot. His right arm hangs 
easily down by his side, while his left 
firmly holds the pipe of peace. Massa- 
soit’s face as well as his body sug- 
gests a man equal to any emergency. 
Physically able to cope with any situ- 
ation, he in his expression suggests an 
intellectual generosity toward new ideas 
and a serious welcome toward strange 
men and methods. 

A vote of adults and children alike 
would undoubtedly decide that the In- 
dian appealing to the Great Spirit is 
a more religious man than Massasoit. 
But majorities are not always right. 
In this case the jury may be packed 
with pagans! 

May I venture an opinion that the 
Indian with a pipe is more of a Chris- 








Massasoit 


tian than the Indian with a prayer 


And furthermore, since it portrays 
profounder idea of religion, the Chris 


tian rather than the pagan, the statu 
of Massasoit is a greater American 


work of art than the Appeal to th: 
Great Spirit. 
The Indian on the horse is like a ma! 


who, when facing some disaster, doe: 


not hesitate to scrape a quick acquaint 
ance with Deity. He fervently prays! Bu 
when the danger has passed he fee! 
no further need for keeping on int 
mate speaking terms with his bent 
factor. If by spirit is meant that whic 
is self-sufficient, the source of its ow) 
authority, nothing necessarily spiritu: 
is seen in the man sitting on a hors« 
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Massasoit on the other hand, is pro- 


foundly spiritual. He is not a man 
who depends on anything external to 
himself. He does not lamely lean on 
something else. He stands on his own 
feet, and makes a treaty of peace with 
the Pilgrims which he honorably keeps 
for half a century. His moral integ- 
rity stands out in its grandeur even 
after three centuries of time. Massa- 
soit’s character is as unchanging as 
the multiplication table. Mathematics 
is not a matter of personal opinion or 
personal persuasion. Its laws do not 
depend on luck or chance but are in- 
herent in its own structure. 

Massasoit is therefore an American 
Christian; the Indian on the horse is 
an American pagan. To the pagan 
mind, all reality is objective. It has 
nothing in itself. It must go beyond 
itself and seize that which is appeal- 
ing. To the Christian mind, religion 
is a life conscious of itself as ultimate, 
absolute life. The Christian knows 
himself as a child of God. He finds a 
welcomed place in the Father’s home. 

The Christian process is the reverse 
of the pagan process. The pagan would 
save the individual by losing him in 
the absolute. The Christian process 
would save the individual by finding 
the absolute in the individual. The 
pagan exhibits an absolute God; the 
Christian, a perfect individual. 

Jesus did not come that we might 
sit on a horse, assuming ourselves to 
be nothing. He said, “I came that ye 
might have life and have it abundant- 
ly.” Christ did not by his word or 
example teach us to tomahawk our 
brethren with the sneaking criticism 
of our tongue or with the dishonest 
work of our hand. He said, “Be ye 
perfect even as your Father in heav- 
en is perfect.” He did not tell domi- 
neering men or gossiping women to 
hew their enemies hip and thigh. To 
Christ, love of an enemy is as vital a 
part of religion as the love of God. 
The man, therefore, who says he loves 
God and hates his brother is a liar. 
The Lord of all good life left no vague 
impression about the vital relation be- 
tween the son and the Father. He is 
not responsible for an American no- 
tion that man has the broadcasting 
‘tudio and God the receiving set; and 
‘hat man by tickling the fancy of the 
fost High can succeed in getting God 
0 listen-in on our antics and magically 
hange that law in nature’s structure, 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
e also reap.” Jesus prayed that “ye 
lay become even as I am.” And he 
dded, “Greater works than these shall 
e do, because I go unto the Father.” 
lis whole teaching centered on the 
erfect individual, living as a real son 
f “my Father and your Father, my 





God and your God.” 

From the 1927 Lenten pastoral of 
his holiness, Pope Pius XI, back to 
a masterful Christian leader, Saint 
Augustine, the church has conceived 
itself for the perfection of the 
individual. Through the centuries 
Augustine’s voice is heard. He tried the 
pagan way. His first thirty-three years 
were a tragic failure, as he sought for 
a God external to his own being. Finally 
his heart was filled with an overwhelm- 
ing joy as he found himself in har- 
monious relation with the Father. 
Hear his plaintively joyous cry after 
he discovered the holy presence within 
—-“Too late loved I thee, O thou beau- 
ty of ancient days, yet ever new! 
Too late loved I thee. Behold thou wert 
withinx—and I abroad, and there I 
searched for thee.” 

Since the emphasis of the great 
leaders of the church coincide with the 
clear teaching of Jesus, that being a 
Christian means not the destruction 
but the perfection of the individual, 
this conclusion 
the whole man in order that he may 
be perfect must constantly grow con- 
scious that though he has not yet at- 
tained, he will attain. 

1. This means that the body must be 
reverenced. 


inevitably follows— | 


Since flesh helps soul as | 
much as soul helps flesh, Christian men | 





and women acknowledge as a duty | 


their appreciation of the flesh. In- 
cluded in this duty are hours for re- 
freshing sleep, daily walks out in God’s 
open air, daily recreation to relieve the 
tension of taut nerves. That man is 
a pagan who burns the candle of his 
body at both ends and so fails to take 
any physical exercise—even though he 
may be working to beat the devil. He 
cannot with impunity or with inertia 
flaunt the rights of the body by driv- 
ing a car or dancing all night or en- 
gage excessively in any form of amuse- 
ment and expect to do constructive 
work on the days following. He can- 
not flaunt the demand of the body for 
refreshing ‘rest by theatre parties or 
even wedding parties late Saturday 
night and expect some Gabriel’s trum- 
pet to arouse his soul to high spiritual 
activity in church on Sunday morn- 
ing. “Take time”—with the body as 
well as with the soul—“to be holy.” 

2. In addition to a nurture of the 
body, man’s intellectual faculties must 
not be overlooked. There is no place 
in the structure of his life for a Chris- 
tian to say that he is entirely conserv- 
atively-minded. The Christian must 
ever be on the alert; he must ever ex- 
pand, develop. He must continually 
deal with ultimate realities. 

Though our American institutions 
are filled to the overflowing, an observ- 
er fails to note a surplus of intellec- 
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Progressive Churches now use school and 
college techniques of visual education to 
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classes, and entertainments. With Spencer 
Combination Delineascopes they project 
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THE GLERGYMAN’S UTILITY BAG 


Made to last for many years 


GENUINE 
TOPGRAIN 
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Genuine top grain cowhide leather; fully 
lined; 2 pockets plus loads of space; 2 double 
duty leather handles. Metal studs on bottom 
to prevent scuffing. Zipper with strong lock 
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promptly filled. C.O.D.’s accepted. 
Please send check or money order to 


ALLIED srier case co. 
186 Fifth Ave. Satisfaction Entr. 23rd St. 


New York 10, N.Y. Guaranteed GR 3-2302 




















COAT and HAT RACKS 


Checker Ward- 
robe equipment 
keeps wraps “in 
press” and aired 
on spaced coat 
hangers; pro- 
vides individu- 
alized spaces for 
hats on venti- 
lated shelves; 
has checkroom 
efficiency that 
assures large 
capacity in 
small floor 
space. The 5-ft. portable unit 
shown above accommodates 50. 
In the Checker line you will find 
an efficient answer for every 
church and Sunday School wraps 
problem—units ranging from 6 
place costumers to complete 
check rooms and including NEW 
Special Primary Department 
Racks for little children. 


Write for Catalog No. A33 








af 


igs. a . = é “4, : 
VOGEL - PETERSON CO. 


624 So. Michigan Ave Chicago 5, Ill. 











NO STENCILS—NO PLATES 
NO INK 


Simplest and cheapest addresser made. MAS- 

TER ADDRESSER with all supplies for up to 

500 addresses, excise tax paid......... $30.47 
Folder free 


ELLIOTT ADORES- 


SERETTE, $45.00; 
federal tax, $2.70; 
typewriter clamp, 
$1.75; stencil mois- 
tener, $2.00; ink, 
bottle, 90c; short 
tray, 80c; TOTAL, 


$53.15, plus sten- 
cils at $1.40 per 
109. 


PRINT-O-MATIC POST CARD PRINTER, 
MODEL A-2. Complete with supply kit, 
$13.50. Extra stencils, quire (24), $1.75; Ink, 
14 Ib., 55c; ink pads, 20c. 





For immediate delivery from stock 
order from: 


DONALD F. ROSSIN CO. 


216-C So. 4th Street, Minneapolis {, Minn. 
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Wild Animals Must Have Water 


A Sermon for Children 
by G. B. 9. Aallock* 


AVE you boys and girls ever re- 

alized it, that all the wild ani- 

mals must have water? Have 
you ever wondered how they get it in 
long spells of very dry weather, such 
as many regions of our country ex- 
perienced during the past summer? 
This question leads me to tell you a 
story. 

During the past summer one of my 
daughters was working in a Y.W.C.A. 
summer camp. Near the camp there 
is a long and wild ravine. In the gully 
there is a running brook and a small 
waterfall near the upper end. One hot 
afternoon, for rest and recreation, she 
strolled through the shady trees of the 
gully and sat on a stone near the place 
of the waterfall. Owing to the very 
dry weather there was only a little 
water at the base of the falls at the 
time. 

Sitting there quietly, suddenly she 
looked up to see, not forty feet away, 
a very beautiful and bushy red fox, 
with two half-grown baby foxes at her 
side. The mother fox stood perfectly 
still, her eyes fixed upon the young 
woman intruder. In a short time the 
two young foxes stepped to the small 
pool at the base of the fall and drank. 
This done, the mother fox uttered a 
low hissing sound and quick as flash 


*Assistant pastor emeritus, Brick Presbyterian 
Church, Rochester, New York. 


the young foxes dashed off into the 
woods. Still steadily eyeing the visito: 
the mother fox took a drink herselt 
and then more slowly followed the way 
the children went. 

But the visitor on the stone did not 
change her position, and in a few min 
utes the inquisitive fox appeared peer- 
ing over the top of the cliff above the 


falls. She evidently wanted to see if 


the visitor was still there. Maybe too 
she had other children that needed a 
drink. Maybe she wanted another 
drink herself. 

Now, how many things there are for 
us to think about in connection with 
such an occurrence as this! One is 
a thought of kindness to animals and 
of how they are able to satisfy their 
thirst in a long dry time. How they 
must have to hunt for ‘springs or 
trickling streams! 

Another is concerning the beauty of 
nature and how the world is peopled 
with varied and wonderful living crea- 
tures. 

Still another is a good Mother’s Day 
thought, illustrated by the great care 
of the animal mothers for their young 

Then there is also a little sermon 
about our own spiritual thirst and 
how the very last invitation in the 
Bible is, ““Whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely.” (Revelation 
22:13). 





tual curiosity on the face of under- 
graduates. All quantity is not being 
qualitated. Possibly the home may ex- 
plain why. The average home is not 
spending each year $600.00 on the 
purchase, general upkeep and depreci- 
ation of good books and thought-pro- 
voking magazines that it is spending 
on good cars. One would not presume, 
on this account, openly to suspect that 
the old folks are rapidly heading to- 
ward hell, yet he would not risk the 
hazard that the direction is toward 
heaven. 

Now the ideal is not for a decreased 
use of cars but for an increased use of 
our intelligence. Through the use of 
his intelligence a man may take a 
journey without leaving home. Amer- 
ica needs to cultivate the inwardness 
as well as the outwardness of life. This 
means that in mind as well as in body 
we must “take time to be holy.” 

Instead of being a pagan and ex- 
pecting a lightning flash of intelligence 


| from a cloud of dust, the Christian must 


through good literature associate as 
an equal with the best thinkers. 

3. Persistent nurture of the soul is 
essential both for the mind and the 
body. The nurture of souls is far 
more pagan than Christian. The pack- 
ing of churches for funerals and wed- 
dings by folks who can hardly be said 
to be conspicuous at the regular serv- 
ices of worship, and the shocking 
waste of thousands of dollars for fu- 
neral flowers is purely pagan. “Sa) 
it with flowers,” at the funeral serv 
ice? Oh yes, but why wait? Why not 
let the flowers be a continual expres- 
sion of intelligent emotion for ith 
living? The Christian minister, lik 
the florist, prefers an all-year roun 
to a seasonal business. 

The American practice of prayer 1 
too much modelled on the Indian rid 
ing the horse or on that pagan pictur 
of General Washington at Valle’ 
Forge. The Father of our country 1 
familiarly portrayed kneeling in pray 
er out in the cold snow all night, plead 
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ing with God to get on the right side | 
of the American Revolution. Since 
Washington shunned all forms of pre- | 
tense and since he is represented as 
being alone, it is not an inapt ques- 
tion to ask “Where did the photog- 
rapher get his picture?” 


One spiritual night of Washington, 
which has unquestioned historical 
foundation, is when battling with the 
icy waters and the intense suffering 
of his men, he crossed the Delaware 
and captured the Hessians. The real 
Washington was not a pagan man of 
prayer. His worship was constant and 
real. There is hardly an American 
city on our Atlantic seaboard without 
some church proudly preserving the 
pew in which he sat. In fact, these 
pews are so plentiful that one wonders 
how the father of our country could 





take the time from worship to force 
the British to evacuate Boston, cross the 
Delaware and finally win the victory 
at Yorktown. 


Not seasonally but constantly Wash- 
ington communed with the God in 
whom he lived and moved and had his 
being. No wonder, then, that the real 
portraits of the father of this Ameri- 
can people reveal a man who is the 
source of his own authority. And no 
wonder that this American nation is 
conscious of its self sufficiency. 


Gratefully do we recognize that this 
American spirit is revealed in Massa- 
soit as well as Washington. The de- 
pendable quality of character is simply 
in the structure of the man. 

Massasoit did not illogically reason, 
“IT am a man; therefore I can do as I 
please, or as the Great Spirit pleases,” 
that is, to act according to the impulse 
of the moment. Massasoit’s logic is, 
“IT am a man; therefore I must act 
like a man,”’—with feet planted on the 
ground, body erect, mind alive to new 
ideas and soul alert to the inward voice. 





Bookish Brevities 

(From page 43) 
ers, Dr. Maude Royden. This is a 
strange and startling book which il- 
lustrates anew the fact that truth is 
stranger than fiction and that genius, 
particularly religious and _ artistic 
genius, is somehow always centered in 
ind inspired by love. Unconventional 
ind yet sacramental, the love of Hud- 
son Shaw for Maude Royden and of 
Maude Royden for Hudson Shaw, rep- 
resents one of the most beautiful 
hings in our world. Courageous, re- 
vealing and inspiring, this true love 
story will take its place with the great 
ind creative romances of 


Macmillan, $2.) 
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you need the inspiring, 
distinctive tones of 


CATHEDRAL CHIMES by DEAGAN 


Cathedral Chimes make church 
music much more beautiful on 
any occasion. 





purpose; and, by placing their or- 
der promptly, they can be assured 
of receiving the Chimes in time 
for presentation on one of these 
occasions, You can render these 
members and friends of your 
church a genuine service by sug- 
gesting Cathedral Chimes as an 
appropriate item for such a gift 


On Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas, however, the _ distinctive 
tones of Cathedral Chimes are 
essential to the most effective ren- 
dition of your musical program. 


No other tone is an adequate ‘al 
substitute for the music of of en j 
chimes. Deagan Cathedral Chimes are 


available in a variety of sizes 
and models to fit the require- 
ments of every church. They may 
be added to any type of pipe or 
electronic organ or may be in- 
stalled entirely separately with 
their own keyboard. Wire, phone 
or write to Dept. CM-1148 today 
for complete information. 


Many persons who are planning 
to present a gift or memorial to 
the church consider Thanksgiving 
and Christmas especially appro- 
priate occasions for making such 
a presentation. These persons 
will find Cathedral Chimes by 
Deagan an ideal selection for this 


J.c. DEAGAN, inc. 


1770 W. Berteau Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
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New Publication 
“FIRST THINGS” 


e@ Studies in the Great Facts 
e First Revealed in Holy Scripture 
Designed for the use of Senior and Adult Bible Classes 
By DR. L. B. BUCHHEIMER 


In two volumes, each volume contains 26 lessons. 
Volume I Old Testament — Volume II New Testament. 
Each volume contains 96 pages, 5% x8, 60c¢ each. 


At Your Bookstore, or 


Ernst Kaufmann, Ine. 


7 Spruce Street, New York 7, N. Y. 209 South State Street, Chicago 4, Illinois 
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_Curistmas 
A Star Is Born 


by Kenneth G. Phifer 


Here the innkeeper’s daughter te'ls of the 
bright light, the baby’s cry, and the touch 
of a tiny hand. She was never afraid after 
this. No power can dim the light of the 
star that was born on Christmas night. 


STORIES 


by Armand L. Currie 

An interesting tale of one whose sympa- 
thies were broad, whose love was deep, who 
offered a stable bed to weary strangers, and 
who was to learn that his manger had 
cradled a King. 


My Son 


by Armand L. Currie 
This is Joseph’s story of the birth and 
early childhood of Jesus. This godly man 
and his beautiful wife, Mary, watched over 
God’s Son and guided His youthful steps 
aright. 
Beautifully bound in art paper 
with envelope to match, 50c each 





Richmond 9, Virginia 








PREACHING 
AND THE 
DRAMATIC ARTS 


By E. Winston Jones 


In this stimulating book on 
preaching the author ap- 
plies a modern knowledge of 
psychology to the art of the 
preacher, bringing in the full 
use of the dramatic arts. 
The author holds that the 
preacher must employ dra- 
matic techniques if he is 
effectively to convey the 
meaning of his message and 
influence his hearers. $2.00 


At your bookstore 


MACMILLAN 


60 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 











The Man Who Owned the Stable | 





with his pupils. 
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Biographical Sermon for 


November 
Edwin Meade Robinson—Poet, Philosopher 


dy Thomas 


Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil.—Psalm 23:4. 

DWIN MEADE ROBINSON was 

born in Lima (now Howe), In- 

diana, November 1, 1878. His 
father, William Edward, was a native 
of Connecticut, and a direct descend- 
ant of John Robinson. He taught Ted 
to love books and theological disputa- 
tions. 

Ted graduated from Howe School, 
Lima, in 1894 and from Wabash Col- 
lege in 1900. His college career gave 
no indication of his later profession. 
He refused a fellowship in English, 
and went to Attica, Indiana, where he 
taught English in the high school for 
a year. 

One day he was having a good iime 
After the class the 
principal said: “You talk too much, 
these children don’t come here to be 
amused, they come to work.” To which 
Ted replied quietly: “I thought they 
came here to learn English.” 

In 1927, Wabash College honored Ted 


| by conferring upon him the honorary 


degree of doctor of literature. 

In 1902, Ted served as correspon- 
dent for the Indianapolis Sentinel and 
later became chief editorial 


a year 
| writer. In 1904 he went to the Indian- 
apolis Journal where he wrote edi- 








torials. In 1905 he went to Cleveland 
as a columnist for the Leader. 

On March 27, 1909, Ted was married 
to Miss Martha Coon of Cleveland. 

In 1910 Ted went to the Plain Dealer 
where he conducted his Philosophy of 
Folly column, which he signed with the 
cognomen, “Ted.” He also served as 
associate editor and literary cditor. 

His column was unique in that he 
solicited contributions from readers. 
Although many of their contributions 
found their way into the waste basket, 
he encouraged them to keep on writing. 
“Never write for the waste basket,” 
he said. “No matter how much genius 
you have, there is nothing that will 
make you a good writer but plenty of 
writing and obeying the rules.” 

Ted wrote one novel, Enter Jerry. 
He also wrote some volumes of poems 
and contributed to literary magazines. 
He said he was physically lazy, yet he 
conducted a column, lectured, taught, 
and reviewed a great number of books. 


A. Warner 


Ted had a level head. 
press of the world went 
Lindberg’s exploit, he 
caution: 


When i) 
uttered this 


Oh, friends, will you remember, 

As I do upon the day 

That Lindberg, your hero, 

Comes back to his native soil? 

Will you greet him as a man, 

And not as a God? 

He has earned his fame— 

Will you smirch it with hysteria? 

An example of Ted’s unique style 
found in these lines: 

King David and King Solomon 
Lived merry, merry lives, 
With many, many lady friends 

and many, many wives, 

But when old age crept over them 

with many, many qualms, 

King Solomon wrote the Proverbs 

and King David wrote the Psalms. 

Ted strongly objected to any 
ridgement of the Bible. In 1941 he 
wrote: “As I may have said before, 
and as I may have occasion to say 
again, I have an ingrained hatred for 
abridgements, epitomes and digests of 
books. I don’t care if a book has 
dreary stretches of irrelevant matter, 
purple pages that may sully my imag- 
ination, incomprehensible chapters and 
heretical ideas—I want it to be as the 
author saw fit to publish it, and I can 
do my own abstracting. How can 
any editor know what parts of a classic 
I am interested in?... 

“And that is why I am fuming and 
sputtering—a publisher has sent. me a 
specially edited and abridged Bible. | 
begin now for the first time to under- 
stand the attitude of my ancestors who 
held it a deadly sin to take one word 
from the Holy Scripture or to add one 
word to it. This abridged Bible is 
conveniently made, it has_ excellent 
type, paper and arrangement, it uses 


4 


ab- 


the King James Version, with the 
wording unchanged. So much for its 
virtues. 


“To offset these, the Pentateuch 
boiled down to 20,000 words by i! 
simple device of leaving out one bo 
(Leviticus) altogether, shortenin 
Numbers to two pages, and Deutero! 
omy to ten, and in fact omitting all i! 
Law. The entire book of Esther 
omitted, and the Prophets are slash 
to suit the taste of the compiler. On’ 
thirty Psalms are printed. An evé 
worse slaughter takes place in the Ne 
Testament where the Evangelists a) 


wild over 





























edited and rearranged, the Acts of the 
Apostles is much abridged, and only 
a scattering selection of the Epistles 
is given.” 

One of the last book reviews that 
Ted wrote is a good example of his 
pungent style. “This is the story of 
a self-appointed religious leader in a 
Texas community. He talks with God 
intimately and engages in a constant 
war against the Baptists—he himself 
being a Disciple. He is not only a Mes- 
siah but also an amorist—to put it as 
politely as possible. 

“The jacket of the book contains 
this recommendation: ‘The book is a 
real creation: warm, folksy, as Ameri- 
can as flap-jack.’ I agree that it is a 
creation, in the sense of being made up. 
It is not like a flapjack, for flapjacks 
taste good. It may be warm but it 
left me cold. The author—and the 
publisher—evidently think it is hu- 
morous. It certainly tries to be.” 

Ted died suddenly, as he sat in his 
chair, on September 20, 1946, at Prov- 
incetown, Cape Cod, where he spent 
his summers. His attitude toward 
death finds expression in these lines: 


Somehow, I am not much impressed 
By the theory, dreamed up or guessed, 
That a man should be fully prepared 
When out of this world he has fared, 
To find he has failed in the test— 


Am I filled with anxiety, lest 

My guilt-laden soul be possessed 
By the Devil—eternally snared, 
Somehow? I am not. 


Death’s a gift by which all men are 
blest, 
And I shall not be robbed of my rest 
When my commonplace errors are 
bared; 
And though some think I ought to be 
scared, 
Or at least very gravely distressed— 
Somehow, I am not! 








FY Christmas Greetings 


PASTORS: Don’t buy your Christmas cards, 
folders or calendars until you have seen our 
1948 SAMPLES and PRICES! 


Write 
The Woolverton Printing Co. 
Cedar Falls, lowa 














Books of Remembrance 
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Record the life history of your 
church along with the names of those 
whose gifts have benefited your church, 

Beautiful, hand-tooled leather books 
with hand- engrossed pages are exhibited 
in carved repositories. 

Also, exquisite stained glass win- 


dows and church furnishings. Send for 
our catalog. 
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WORK” 
calendar 
for 
1948-49 
is 

the 
answer 
to 

the 
problem 
that 
faces 
every 
pastor 
and 
policy- 
making 
committee, 
By 

using 
this 

NEW 

and 

much 
improved 
method 


the 


departments | . 


of 

the 
church 
can 

be 
easily 


correlated, on saving time and confusion in scheduling regular meeting dates. 


The new calendar lists all fixed and generally accepted dates out of the Christian 
Church year. For easy spotting of local dates, gummed-cut-outs are provided, 
which list such meetings as Official Board, Board of Education, Board of Mis- 
sions, Board of Stewards, Trustees, W.S.C.S., M.Y.F., etc. 


Many churches have three sets of calendars: one for the pastor and the planning 
committee to use in working out the local church program; one for the church 
office where all dates should be cleared and checked; and, a third set for the 
Church Bulletin board, so that the entire congregation may be kept informed. 


A one year subscription will supply you with four sheets beginning with any 
quarter. -Send $1.00 for each set you may need and you will receive your new 
“OUR CHURCH AT WORK’? calendar by return mail. 


If you like, each new quarter year can be had @ 50¢ each - this would keep you 
one year ahead at all times. 
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DON K. COWAN, President 
SPALDING PUBLISHERS 
754 EAST 76TH STREET CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 

















\YRITTENORE ASSOCIATES. INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 




















Rich, Mellow, Clear Tones from Belfry or Loft 


The steeple broadcast of Soundmaster Records has a definite and 
sustained inspirational value—creates interest at every season 
of the year. In Soundmasters you get true, expressive reproduc- 
tions in rich, clear, mellow tones of choicest sacred music made 
by artists of renown. Pick a Soundmaster library for quality. 


CHIMES - ORGAN - CHIMES and VIBRAHARP 
Write for list of unexcelled records 


MORRISON RECORDING 


LABORATORIES 
Department 3, BATAVIA, 
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Has Life Meaning 


Is God Evident? by Gerald Heard. 
Harper & Brothers. 254 pages. $3.00. 


Is God evident? is just another way 
of asking the question with which all 
of us must be faced—Has life mean- 
ing? The author, who now lives in 
Southern California, has already made 
himself sufficiently known to those who 
ponder the depths of the Christian 
faith. Needless to say this volume adds 
to the writer’s reputation. 

The book is composed of the gist of 
day-by-day reading and research in the 
latest findings in the three great sec- 
tors of the science front: in physics 
which studies the inorganic, in biotics 
the science that studies life as shown 
in the organic, and in psychology the 
realm of the consciousness. Dr. Heard’s 
thesis is “take these findings as a whole 
and it seems impossible to avoid the 
conclusion that the world, life and 
man have a coordinated pattern and 
purpose.” This volume is the mature 
fruit of some twenty-five years’ re- 
search and study in the physical sci- 
ences, physical phenomena and religious 
experience. In clear and distinct terms 
our author shows why a natural theol- 
ogy is needed and what it can prove. 
He describes the world as a place of 
“lawful freedom.” Life is shown to be 
the greatest creative force in the world. 
All consciousness has its beginnings 
and its eternity in One greater than 
ourselves—God. The last chapter out- 
lines the faith of this natural theology. 

This is a thought-provoking book. 
Those of us who have taken the vows 
to preach the tenets of the Christian 
faith can find a positive challenge in it. 
It is a timely book. Never before do 
we need to know that we are more 
than dust. Lastly this book presents to 
those who constantly see conflicts be- 
tween science and theology some evid- 
ence which rightly understood should 
show that no such disagreements need 
to exist. 


W. L. L. 
Main Issues Confronting Christen- 
dom by Harold A. Bosley. Harper & 


Brothers. 204 pages. $2.50. 

Dr. Bosley, who is now head of the 
divinity school at Duke University, has 
written a thoughtful book on some of 
the important issues of our day. In 
his previous books reviewed in the 
pages of Church Management, he has 
written with profound insight and un- 
derstanding. As a minister, serving 


for so many years the Mount Vernon 
Place Methodist Church in Baltimore. 
Maryland, he has come face to face 
with the many problems of our gen- 
With this background he now 


eration. 


presents a study of some of the main 
issues before the Christian church. 

Dr. Bosley introduces his readers to 
“the spiritual tragedy of our time” in 
his first chapter. After explaining 
several causes for this condition, the 
author wisely concludes that “Christian 
men and women cannot stand idly by 
while the disintegrative forces of the 
day reach, like a sword, into our stand- 
ards, our homes, and our whole society.” 
The author’s second chapter deals with 
problems of the modern skeptic. He 
shows in no uncertain terms how skep- 
ticism is a lost cause. Sir James Jeans, 
who in a recent book wrote a chapter 
cen The Passing of the Mechanical Age, 
is but one of many who see that in- 
tellectually skepticism offers nothing. 
Then in the third place we come to 
this question: “Can the blind lead the 
blind today?” Some intellectuals of to- 
day are in just a predicament. Again 
our outhor asks: Is a new perspective 
possible? An analysis of the church is 
given. Dr. Bosley defines it as a “com- 
munion, an all-pervasive, all-inclusive, 
all-demading communion of men who 
determine to order their lives as best 
they can by the will of God as they see 
it in Jesus Christ.” Chapter five is one of 
the descriptions of religious liberalism 
the reviewer has ever read. It is posi- 
tive, constructive and intelligent. The 
last four chapters show how this lib- 
eral faith in the church champions the 
common man, undergirds democracy. 
and gives a new faith for our world. 

The author does more than clarify 
some of the main issues before the 
church today. It is a proclamation of 
the new religious liberalism which can 
meet the new needs of today. 

W. L. L. 


The Atomic Age and the Word of God 
by Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Com- 
pany. 363 pages. $3.00. 

The reading of this excellent volume 
reminds one of the preacher who wrote, 


_“there is no new thing under the sun.” 


The author points out that the word 
“atom” which gives the title of the new 
age into which we have suddenly been 
catapulted was originated by the early 
Greeks, and that the idea which modern 
science has shown to be embraced by 
that word was actually that held by 
Greek thinkers 2,500 years ago. 

This is an unusually well-documented 
book, giving a bird’s-eye view of what 
philosophers, church leaders, scientists, 
and others have thought about the atom 
and its energy throughout the centuries. 
It deals also with the modern concept of 
the structure of the atom, and gives an 
explanation of nuclear fission, setting 
forth some of the implications of the 


latter for modern civilization. 

Special attention is given to the vari- 
ous interpretations of 2 Peter 3 which 
many today are reading in the light of 
atomic energy. And growing out of 
the existence of atomic bombs is a dis- 
cussion of “one world” and a world 
dictator. 

The growing importance of the air 
and its control is treated in the chapter 
on The Prince of the Power of the Air, 
from which it is but a step to the con- 
sideration of Revelation 6:15-17 where 
it is said that people “hid themselves 
in the caves and in the rocks of the 
mountains.” 

The theology and eschatology follow- 
ed is of the conservative stamp, but all 
should be impressed by the statement 
that “as someone has said, the next 
D-Day will be doomsday, unless men 
turn to God.” The book closes with a 
faith-inspiring chapter on Victory in 
Christ which is much needed in these 
uncertain days. 

The three-fold index of scripture 
passages, subjects, and persons refer- 
red to, makes the contents of the book 
readily accessible to the research 
worker. 


F. J.C. 


Is God in There? by Charles Tudor 


Leber. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
203 pages. $2.50. 
The subtitle of this book is “An 


inquiry concerning the church in this 
new age.” The author has chosen this 
title from a question once asked him 
by a little girl who was standing at 
the door of the church as he went in: 
“Ts God in there?” The author implies 
in this book very strongly that he 
would say: “yes.” But that is the ques- 
tion he asks his readers. 

The seven chapters present this gen- 
eral thesis to the reader. If the Church 
does not meet the pain and the problems 
of modern suffering, some other institu- 
tion will. Moreover, any materialistic 
victory such as may come from a war 
does not destroy ideas—only men and 
buildings. The church must speak ou 
on certain occasions or lose its genuine 
power of spiritual effectiveness. The 
church has a tremendous job in the 
atomic age. No simple belief in ‘ts 
own strength will be sufficient. There 
must be a strength symbolized in Zech- 
ariah’s words: “Not by might, nor )y 
power, but by my Spirit saith 
Lord.” Finally, the author’s progr: 
for “stripping the church for acti 
consists of the following proble™s 
which the church has to make a d 
sion: fundamentals, evangelism, dee} 
spiritual life, church unity, lay lead 
ship, youth participation, efficient 
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ministration, world mission, a freedom 
rom secularism, improved Christian 
.ducation, improved quality of church 
membership, effective appeal to mass- 
es, better preaching, vital fellowship, 
rreater corporate witnessing, more ef- 
fective theological training, more pray- 
er, elimination of class distinction, elim- 
inate the professionalism, more empha- 
sis on economic justice, racial equality, 
and outlawing of war. Isn’t that a list 
of problems for the Church of Jesus 
Christ? Dr. Leber holds that the 
Church can answer these problems when 
it “above all, keeps the vision.” 

This volume seethes with Christian 
hope. It carries a forceful, thought- 
ful, and necessary spirit which our 
churches must have today. 

° W. L. L. 








Sermons 


The Hour Has Come by G. Ray Jor- 
dan. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 152 
pages. $1.75. 

We have here a book containing thir- 
teen excellent sermons by the professor 
of homiletics in Candler School of 
Theology, Emory University. Dr. Jor- 
dan came to his present position after 
a distinguished career in the ministry. 
As all of his sermons are in demand by 
the reading public, this is by no means 
his first book. 

The sermons in this volume are all 

based on texts taken from the high- 
priestly prayer of Jesus, as recorded in 
the seventeenth chapter of John’s gos- 
pel. As this is in many respects as diffi- 
cult a passage as there is in the New 
Testament, one wonders, at the outset, 
if Dr. Jordan has not assumed an excep- 
tionally hard homiletical task. The read- 
ing of a few of these sermons, however, 
puts an end to all such questionings. 
Although they contain some lucid ex- 
position, they are primarily topical and 
are in line with the type of preaching 
which has won such high distinction for 
their author. As is true of all good 
preaching, they focus around a central 
idea. They are clear, interesting and 
constructive. Dr. Jordan’s use of quota- 
tions and references to events, histori- 
cal, biographical, and otherwise, is wor- 
thy of a careful study on the part of 
those having to do with the making of 
sermons. He has read widely and has 
the capacity to grasp the homiletical 
value of some lucid, gripping, far- 
reaching, interpretation of life. To go 
g through these thirteen sermons and note 
h this aspect of them is a major educa- 
, tional experience. 
- In spite of there being much theology 
¢ in these sermons, they are primarily 
r practical and rich in illustrative ma- 
d terial. Each of the topics is taken from 
the passage selected as text. 


L. H. C. 


Questions Jesus Asked by Clovis G. 
happell. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
81 pages. $2.00. 

Since this book comes from the pen 
f Clovis G. Chappell we can take for 
ranted that it is a volume of sermons 
n hich are readable, intelligent, and 
elpful. The title gives us a clear idea 
f the approach and scope of the seven- 
en discourses. As might be inferred 
ach one of the texts is from the words 
f Jesus, the first being “What do ye 
iore than others” (Mathew 5:47), and 
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Let Me Commend 
By W. E. SANGSTER 


This book addresses itself directly and constructively to 
man’s desperate search for certainty in a disintegrating 
world. Evangelism, says Dr. Sangster, is the remedy for 
much of the world’s perplexity; it can do much to recon- 
cile the growing doubt, the skepticism, and genuine social 
concern that mark our time. Pastor and layman alike 
will be inspired and guided by this practicable study. $1.75 


The Bridge 
By ARTHUR WENTWORTH HEWITT 


Using the symbolism of a bridge, Dr. Hewitt shows us 
how faith leads us to God over the river of sorrows and 
evil which is this world. He shows us also how we may 
build our lives upon this faith and find in it our victory 
that overcomes the world. A book for our time and for 
all time—a heartening affirmation of the love of God and 
of the Christian’s unshakeable peace and security within 
that love. $1.50 





Mahatma Gandhi: An Interpretation 
By E. STANLEY JONES 


Out of 40 years of close association with the religious 
and political struggle in India, and out of intimate knowl- 
edge of Gandhi, Dr. Jones depicts just what manner of man 
the martyred Indian leader was and what he accomplished 
when he adopted the Christian principle of overcoming evil 
with good. Here is a resume of India as she is today, as a 
result of Gandhi’s life and death, and a forecast of her 
future. It is a sweeping challenge to Christianity—a dare 
to Christians to be Christian. $2 


The Christian Faith and Secularism 
J. RICHARD SPANN, Editor 

In the twenty-two chapters of this significant sym- 
posium J. Edgar Hoover, F. Ernest Johnson, Gerald Ken- 
nedy, John T. McNeill, G. Bromley Oxnam, Luman J. 
Shafer and others analyze the various aspects of secularism 
as they are manifested in contemporary life—as a handi- 
cap to the development of personality and as a breeder of 
crime. Their collective thinking offers direct answers to a 
problem which is challenging the entire Christian World. 
Cloth, $2.50; Paper, $1.50 


At All Bookstores 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
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This is LUTHER 


By E. M. PLASS 


A completely new insight into the 
life of the great Reformer. A vivid 
word picture of Luther the man—his 
courage, outspokenness,  scholarli- 
ness, oratorical ability, heroic faith, 
astounding energy, uncompromising 
loyalty to Scripture and his love of 
the simple pleasures of life. Over 
400 pages. 21 halftones in sepia. 
Price, $5.00. 


What Jesus Means to Me 
By H. W. GOCKEL 


No season of the year lends itself 
more naturally for telling our friends 
what Jesus means to us than Christ- 
mas, the birthday of our Savior. Tell 
your friends what Christmas means 
to you—and what it can mean to 
them—by giving them a copy of this 
beautifully bound booklet. 197 pages, 
cloth binding, $1.35. 


Communism and the 
Church 


By DR. A. M. REHWINKEL 
As an American and a Christian, you 
should inform yourself on the true 
nature of communism—how it can 
rob you of religious and_ political 
freedom if it continues to spread and 
grow. “Communism and the Church” 
lays bare the soul of this poisonous 
“ism”... shows how it can be 
thwarted by united Christian action. 
143 pages, Paper cover $1.50, cloth 
cover $2.50. 


At Your Bookstore or Order from 


CONCORDIA 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 


3558-B S. Jefferson, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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the last “Sayest thou this thing of thy- 
self, or did others tell it thee of me” 
{John 18:34). 


Other preachers than Dr. Chappell 
have used the device of the question- 
text. Dean Charles R. Brown in the 
twenties published two books entitled 
What Is Your Name? and Where Do 
You Live? although not all of the ser- 
mons in these books are interrogations. 
Four years ago there came from the 
press Harold C. Phillips’ Life’s Unan- 
swered Questions and just this year 
Clarence E. Macartney published The 
Greatest Questions of the Bible and of 
Life. Both Dr. Phillips and Dr. Macart- 
ney have taken texts from both the 
Old and New Testaments. From the 
very nature of the topics all of Dr. 
Chappell’s texts are from the latter. 

Since Dr. Chappell’s books of ser- 
mons number more than a score, most 
sermon-tasters are familiar with the 
nature of his material. In this volume 
it is interesting at the outset to notice 
the combination of topic, text, and cen- 
tral thought. Of this Sermon II serves 
as an example. The topic is the Anti- 
dote for Worry and the text is “Which 
of you by taking thought can add one 
cubit unto his stature?” (Matthew 6:27) 
and the third paragraph contains the 
words: “What then is he warning 
against? He is warning against our 
taking anxious thoughts for tomorrow. 
He is eager that we face the future 
with an attitude of faith instead of an 
attitude of feverish and fretful anxiety. 
Thus he appeals to our common sense 
with his question. Then follows two 
heads: The first asks the question, “Why 
do we need a word like this.” The first 
answer is “We need it because so many 
of us are worried,” and the second that 
“we need this word of warning because 
worry is so useless.” This is followed 
by the statement, “We need this warn- 
ing because worry is so harmful.” 

Sermon III is entitled The Habit of 
Faultfinding, and of course the text is 
“Why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye” 
(Matthew 7:3). Sermon V is a discus- 
sion of The Supreme Question, and its 
text is “Who say ye that I am?” 
(Matthew 16:15). 

This book represents Chappell at his 
best. It is a fine example of practical 
New Testament preaching. 

L. H.C. 


The Bible 
From the Hillside by Gaius Glenn 
Atkins. The Pilgrim Press. 119 pages. 
$2.00. 


The Gospel and the Sermon on the 
Mount by Arnold T. Ohrn. Translated 
from the Norwegian by Josef Norden- 
haug. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
109 pages. $1.50. 

It would be hard to find two books 
more alike than these are. Both are 
based on the Sermon on the Mount. 
The authors of both were formerly con- 
nected with theological seminaries. Dr. 
Atkins was a professor at Auburn; 
Dr. Ohrn, though born in Wisconsin and 
now residing in this country, has spent 
most of his life in Norway, where till 
recently he was president of the Bap- 
tist Seminary at Oslo. The format and 
typography of the. two books are ex- 
actly the same, though one is one- 
sixteenth of an inch thicker than the 
other, has 10 more pages, and weighs 
one ounce more. Both books are writ- 
ten in simple, easily understandable 
English. 

Yet it would be hard to find in two 
books of a hundred-odd pages each a 
wider divergence in treatment of the 
same source material. Dr. Atkin’s book 
is of the expository type. After a very 
illuminating chapter on Backgrounds 
and Approaches, the remaining four 
chapters take up consecutively the chief 
pronouncements of the Sermon from the 
Hillside, with emphasis on their endur- 
ing religious values. 

To Dr. Ohrn, however, the Sermon 
on the Mount is rather a text on which 
he builds a wonderfully appealing pre 
sentation of what the Gospel really is. 
The Gospel, as he often repeats, is — 
Jesus Christ. Or, putting it the other 
way, Christ is the Gospel; Christ is 
Christianity. The synthesis betwee! 
God’s demands and God’s gifts is clear] 
demonstrated, and emphasis is laid 01 
faith as a positive, active commitmen 
of one’s personality to Christ in trust 
and obedience. The book is crammec 
full of precious Gospel truths winning] 
and convincingly re-phrased. It make 
one think. 

L. G. L. 


The Bible Speaks to You by Franci 
Carr Stifler. The Greystone Pres 
144 pages. $2.00. 


Here is a volume that in a simple, 
straightforward way makes the Bible 
living message to all. The volume is fo” 
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he general Bible readers and students. 
\s the author says, it “is not for schol- 
irs.” The messages in the book were 
leveloped from radio broadcasts, and 
‘ach is brief enough to satisfy the busy 
man. 

The design of the book is not to fur- 
1ish a volume on Bible study, but to 
ielp its readers to take a deeper inter- 
st in the messages found in the Bible. 
The book is divided into five parts. It 
tells how the Bible speaks (1) to indi- 
viduals, (2) to world builders, (3) to 
sorts and conditions, (4) to the nations, 
and (5) through various channels. There 
is a sixth section which gives informa- 
tion as to ways to use the Bible. 

There are many most excellent illus- 
trations of how the Bible has been used 
in these different groups, producing 
fruitful results. This book should be in 
every family for it will help each mem- 
ber to have a deeper appreciation of 
the Word of God. 

Ac ke a 


Biographical 

Giant Against the Sky, the Life of 
Bishop Warren Akin Candler, by Alfred 
M. Pierce. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
270 pages. $3.00. 

Bishop Candler was one of the great 
figures of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. During his life, which 
spanned the period between the Civil 
War and World War II, he was an out- 
standing churchman, educator, writer 
and citizen of his native Georgia and 
the entire South. Elected Bishop in 
1898, after service as pastor, editor and 
college president, Candler rapidly rose 
to leadership in the episcopacy. He was 
very influential in the establishment of 
Methodism in Cuba and, with the help 
of one million dollars of his brother’s 
Coca-Cola money, in the founding of 
Emory University. He battled for Pro- 
hibition, but refused to be a part of the 
anti-Al Smith movement in 1928. He 
had great intellectual powers but was 
always a firm advocate of conservatism 
in theology. He was brotherly in spirit, 
but at times autocratic in his adminis- 
tration. World-minded in his devotion 
to missions, Bishop Candler was ever 
first of all a Southerner and his last 
great battle was his unsuccessful effort 
to prevent the unification of his church 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
ind the Methodist Protestant Church 
0 form the Methodist Caurch in 1939. 

The author of this biography was a 
friend and co-worker of Bishop Candler. 
Cut of his experience as pastor, district 
uperintendent and editor he has pro- 
luced a creditable book, factual but in- 
teresting. He has written of a friend 
vhom he admired greatly, but has not 
illowed his friendship to obscure the 
faults of his departed friend and former 
-ader. 

This book is worth reading, not only 
s interesting biography, but also be- 
ause of the light it throws upon the 
outh and its religious attitudes. 


CoO Wen: 


Bishop Brent: Crusader for Chris- 


| 





ian Unity by Alexander C. Zabriskie. | 


‘he Westminster Press. 
3.75. 
This is a book to be read, not just 


217 pages. 


‘viewed; for it tells the story of one | 


f the outstanding Christians of recent 
mes. The life of Charles Henry 
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highly important study of the person and work of 
Christ by D. M. BAILLIE 


God Was In Christ 


“First-rate theological thinking put in delightfully lucid 
English.”—HENRY SLOANE COFFIN. 


“One of the finest pieces of theological work which I have come 
across in many years.”—EMIL BRUNNER. $2.75 


aoe 


An introduction to Christian ethics 
by WILLIAM A. SPURRIER 


Power for Action 


A clear, simple and incisive analysis of Christian ethics, in which 
the ethical problems of both the individual and society at large 
are fully discussed. $2.50 


w 


Sermons by one of the great theological figures of the 
day: PAUL TILLICH 


The Shaking 


of the Foundations 


Here the reader will find the best—and the simplest—presenta- 
tion of the ideas of a man who has revolutionized theological 
thought. Original and brilliant, these sermons have a direct, 
practical application to the personal and social problems of our 
religious lives. $2.50 


A constructive philosophy for creative and happy living 


by WILLIAM ALLISON SHIMER 


Conscious Clay 


Dr. Shimer demonstrates that happiness for every individual 
may be attained through a synthesis of science, philosophy and 
religion. Every phase of our personal and religious lives is 
fully discussed. $2.50 


=m 


S 


A wise, enlightened approach to the child’s religious 


training by DORA P. CHAPLIN 


Children and Religion 


“A clear and distinct treatment of a new trend in Christian edu- 
cation.’-—SOUTHERN CHURCHMAN. 


“The best book in many a year on the religious training of chil- 


dren in the church school and in the home.’”—RELIGIOUS 
BOOK CLUB BULLETIN. $2.50 


At all bookstores @ CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 
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9 out of every 10 ot 
America’s leading Protestant 
Ministers* currently own and 
use this great modern translation 
By JAMES MOFFATT, D.D., LITT.D. 
Here is the best kind of evidence on the value 
and usefulness of Dr. Moffatt’s classic work. The 
men who know the Bible best, who use it most 
frequently and for the greatest number of pur- 
poses—pulpit reading, private devotion, Bible 
study and sermonic quotation—own and use the 
| MOFFATT BIBLE. 
15,000,000 COPIES IN PRINT IN ENGLISH 
Complete Bible, #B1, cloth. $3.75 
New Testament, #T11 cloth, 
43,"%614". $1.50 
Parallel New Testament (King 
James and Moffatt Translations 
in parallel cols.), cloth, $2.00 
Your denominational supply house will gladly 
advise you as to the many other editions avail- 
able. Or write the publishers. 
*Based on a country-wide poll of leadirg 
ministers of all Protestant denominations. 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd St., New York 16, N. Y. 
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Brent was unusually active and dra- 
matic. He was no less quick to take up 
the cudgels against some bold iniquity 
like the opium traffic in the Far East 
than he was to fight for a noble cause 
like Christian unity; yet the most in- 
spiring thing about him was not any- 
thing that he accomplished, but just 
what he was—a Christian who lived in 
constant conscious communion with his 


God, and who had a rare gift for 
friendship with all sorts and condi- 


tions of men. 


As the author had full access to the 
voluminous material collected by the 
late Remsen B. Ogilby in preparation 
for the writing of such a biography, 
as well as to that in the possession of 
the bishop’s relatives, his book may be 
considered the definitive life of Brent. 
Throughout it is well-documented and 
authoritative; if anything, it is a little 
over-cautious and pedestrian. But it 


would be too much to expect any print- 
ed pages to inspire one as did the ac- 
tual living presence of Charles Henry 


Just as it is, the book is a 
“must” for all who are interested in 
Christian character and _ Christian 
unity. And, surely, Brent himself would 
have given an approving chuckle at the 
inspired inconsistency of having the 
biography of an Episcopal bishop pub- 
lished by the Presbyterians. 

But if the book is as important as 
the publisher (and the reviewer) think 
it is why did nobody take the trouble 
to prepare an index? 

L. G. L. 


Brent. 


My Soul More Bent by Allen Lee. 
Augsburg Publishing House. 111 pages. 
$1.25. 

Here is a story of a Christian’s real 
courage. Allen Lee, who is the subject 
of the narrative told his experiences to 
Melva Rorem, who has written them 
in this volume. A young man stricken 
with polio just as he was entering his 
last year at the theological seminary. 
To many this would seem the end of 
all their hopes. Not so with Allen Lee. 








Courageous, determined, he conquered 
any feeling of helplessness and throug! 
hospital experiences and treatments hx 
kept a happy heart. 

Interestingly he tells of his experi- 
ences at Rochester and Warm Spring 
(Presidential Waters). Allen Lee went 
back to the seminary and finished hi 
course. Over all the land he preache 
the Gospel of Christ. Undismayed, h: 
speaks to the multitudes of courage 
bravery, and endurance. He, as a min 
ister preaches the Gospel of Christ 
One reading this book will have 
greater faith. 

A. Fd. 


Stories of Great Hymn Writers b) 
Ivan H. Hagedorn. Zondervan Press 
128 pages. $1.50. 

Who does not enjoy the stories of 
the great hymns of the church? But 
few know about the writers of these 
hymns. This book is unique in that it 
classifies the hymn writers by thei 
work or profession. There are four- 
teen chapters in the book, each devoted 
to hymn writers of a different profes- 
sion. He tells of the hymns written by 
ministers, ministers’ wives, youth, old 
people, missionaries and others. 

The brief biography of these many 
hymn writers makes their work even 
more interesting. If one desires to see 
the human interest side of hymns he 
should read this book. Mr. Hagedorn 
has made a splendid contribution to the 
stock of information concerning hymns 
and hymn writers. It is greatly worth- 
while to read this volume. 

A. H. J. 


Religious Literature 


Witness to the Light by Alec R. Vid- 
ler. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 238 pages. 
$3.00. 

The sub-title of this book is “F. D. 
Maurice’s Message for Today.” The ma- 
terial which it contains comprises thi 
Hale Lectures given in 1947 at Seabury- 
Western Theological Seminary. The 
author is described as “Priest of the 
Oratory of the Good Shepherd. Warden 
of St. Deiniol’s Library, Hawarden, 
Hon. Canon of Derby Cathedral.” This 
study is without a doubt a contribu- 
tion to the history of Christian thought. 
Frederic Denison Maurice (1805-1872) 
was an important figure in the Angli- 
ean Church of his century. He was a 
sweet and beautiful character and an 
able preacher, who laid much stress 0! 
the Fatherhood of God. He was a socia! 
reformer, who was persecuted for his 
loyalty to his convictions. He was als: 
regarded in some quarters as heretica 
theologically. 

There was much difference of opinio 
concerning him in his own day, Tenn) 
son spoke of him as the man that “| 
never allow anything to be sai 
against.” Leslie Stephen on the oth« 


-hand wrote, “Of all the muddle-heade: 


intricate, futile persons I ever studie 
he was about the most utterly bewil 
ering.” But as late as 1907, G. F. Ma 
terman characterized him “as the grea‘ 
est thinker of the English Church 
the nineteenth century.” Chapter I 
entitled “Only a Digger,” its capti 
being an echo of Maurice’s own stat: 
ment that his sole vocation was “met: 
physical and theological grubbing.” 
From the point of view of thoroug! 
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ness of knowledge and clearness of pre- 
sentation Canon Vidler has done his 
work well. There are numerous quota- 
tions from Maurice and much informa- 
tion concerning him. Too much atten- 
tion, however, is given to his attitude 
toward certain ecclesiastical problems 
which are of no concern to most of us 
today. If the author had thought less in 
terms of Anglicianism, he would have 
laid greater stress on some of the more 
important aspects of Maurice’s career. 
Although the book by no means ig- 
nores Maurice’s “message for today,” 
its chief value is historical. 
L. H. C. 


= 


Saint Augustine Volume 2 edited by 
Ludwig Schopp. Cima Publishing Co., 
Inc. 489 pages. $5.00. 

Of the seventy proposed volumes in 
the Fathers of the Church, now being 
translated by leading Roman Catholic 
scholars, twenty-two are devoted to 
Augustine. This is volume two of Aug- 
ustine’s works containing The Immor- 
tality of the Soul, translated by Ludwig 
Schopp; The Magnitude of the Soul, 
translated by John J. McMahon, S. J.; 
On Music, translated by Robert Catesby 
Taliaferro; The Advantage of Believing, 
translated by Luanne Meagher, O.S.B.; 
and On Faith in Things Unseen, trans- 
lated by Roy Joseph Deferrari and 
Mary Francis McDonald, O.P. 

This particular volume of Augus- 
tine’s writings is more than usually 
interesting because it contains his im- 
portant writings on immortality and 
the soul, the first such treatment in 
the western church. His argument is 
typical of his age, exceedingly involved, 
and even the saint himself said later 
in his Retractiones, “The reasoning is 
involved and too briefly expressed and 
its resultant obscurity was such that 
my attention flagged as I read it, and 
I could hardly understand it myself.” 

The Magnitude of the Soul and the 
treatise On Music are done largely in 
dialogue between master and disciple. 
The six books On Music are a technical 
approach to rhythm. He wrote of 
plans for a similar treatment on melody 
or harmonics but it is believed that he 


never accomplished this. Augustine 
was truly a man of wide culture in 
his age. 


His Advantage of Believing is im- 
portant because it is the first of his 
works done after his ordination. 

R. W. A. 


A Treasury of Russian Spirituality 
‘ompiled and edited by G. P. Fedotov. 
heed & Ward. 501 pages. $6.50. 
Looking upon spirituality in its 
roader sense as “the loftiest moral 
d intellectual qualities of man in his 
‘elation to God, and to nature, to him- 
self and to his fellow-men” and in its 
larrower sense as “the religious life in 
ts innermost and deepest strata, the 
i'e with God and all spiritual experi- 
ces arising from this source,” Profes- 
t Fedotov presents a series of care- 
ully selected and edited excerpts from 
» finest literature of this type in Rus- 
in literature. His underlying thesis 

that only in the spiritual life of a 
n tion is one able to discover a true 
u' derstanding of her culture. He feels 
that Russia was a medieval civilization 
uw til the time of Peter the Great, about 
‘00, and that the mass of people was 
mdieval in its outlook until the eman- 
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The SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS ; 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS; 
1949 

by Earl L. Douglass, D. D. 


“Once again Dr. Douglass puts a multitude of Bible stu- 
dents in his debt by expositions of Holy Scripture which are 
marked by deep evangelical insight and by the charm and 
clarity of their style.” 


Dr. John A. Mackay, 
President of Princeton Theological Seminary 


99900090000 


~ 


9999999000000. 


These lessons are helpful to teachers because they % 
give specific suggestions on how to stimulate interest % 
and apply the teachings to the needs of class members. 2% 
They are helpful to minsters because they supply in- ¢ 
valuable sermon material to be used in the preparation % 


of interesting and timely sermons. $2.00 
At Your Bookstore ys 

é 

MACMILLAN 60 Fifth Ave. New York 11, N.Y. % 
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Something New In Annual Sunday School Lesson Commentaries! 


ROZELL’S COMPLETE 
LESSONS for 1949 


(Second Annual Issue) 


320 Pages Based On The International Uniform Series 








Modern Teaching Methods—Highly Original Material 
Grand Illustrations — Excellent Visual Aids 
Unusual Introductions and Conclusions—Based 
on Pupil Needs—Carefully Outlined 





COMPLETE LESSONS WRITTEN OUT FROM THE FIRST 
WORD TO THE LAST JUST AS THE TEACHER 
WOULD PRESENT THE LESSON 


NOW OFF THE PRESS AND READY FOR DELIVERY 


AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THE TEACHER! 
Written by Rev. Ray Rozell, Assistant Pastor and Minister of 
Education of the First Baptist Church, Amarillo, Texas, who 
for fifteen years has taught the lesson to his teachers every 
Wednesday night. 


NOT SOLD IN BOOK STORES 








Order Direct From 


ROZELL and COMPANY, PUBLISHERS 


P.O. Box 2130, Amarillo, Texas 
PRICE: $2.50 PER COPY 

















AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS MONEY MAKER | 


® Chinese Cretonne Baskets Make a Hit ® Quick Sales Mean More Profits 
® The Ideal Christmas Gift 





Thousands of Women’s organizations are pad- 
ding their treasuries with these rapid selling 
SCARS Aad money makers. Why not your group? 


Send fer sample set and begin making mon-y 





at once. No obligation if sample is returned. 
THE WINDSOR BROOM CO. 
Department CM-N Hamburg, Pennsylvania 

















cipation of the people in 1861. Th 
sudden and radical and belated trans 
tion from medievalism in religion ar 
world-outlook he holds must be co 
sidered in seeking to understand mo 
ern Russia. 

The chief burden of the author, hoy 
ever, has to do with the proper inté 
pretation of the spiritual and religio 
life of these people in the Eastern O 
thodox Church. The spirituality of t! 
Russian Church throughout its histor, 
has been shaped largely by Byzanti: 
or Greek tradition. In the later yea 
the reformers and liberals seemed 
be unable to develop a type of spirit 
ality sufficiently strong to counter- 
balance the reactionary 
monasticism and in so far they were 
unable to stem the tide which led to 
revolution. 

The stimulating spiritual and mysti- 
cal writings selected by Professor Fed- 
otov include sections from the lives of 
saints, ascetic and mystical treatises, 
and spiritual autobiographies. All 
the authors were members of the Or- 
thodox Church. Among the nine writ- 
ers selected are St. Theodosius, St. Ser- 
gius, St. Nilus Sorsky, Avvakum, St. 
Tychon, St. Seraphim, “The Pilgrim,” 
John Cronstadt and Father Yelchan- 
inov. The well printed book is illus- 
trated with a picture of each writer. 
The reflective religious reader will find 
this work stimulating. 


R. W. A. 


Education 


Rozell’s Complete Lessons for 1949 
by Ray Rozell. Rozell & Co. 307 pages. 
$2.50. 

Here is an exceedingly interesting 
exposition of the International Sunday 
School lessons for 1949. It is not a 
“Lesson Commentary,” but a presenta- 
tion of the lessons just as a teache! 
would before his class on Sunday morn- 
ing. The lesson discussions are concise 
and do not have pages of text explana- 
tions and other things. 

Each lesson is treated with an intro- 
duction that-is bright and snappy, and 
attracts interest at once. Each lesson 
also carries suggestions for the teacher, 
which are very helpful to anyone want- 
ing to do his best before his class. 

The helpful material is presented in 
an outline of the lesson. This, alone, 
will save much time for the busy Sun- 
day School teacher. This volume de- 
serves a wide use by Sunday School 
teachers. Anyone examining this \ 
ume will be glad to recommend it 
others. 


A. H. J 


Education for Life by John O. Gross. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 219 pag 


| $2.25. 


The author of this volume has been 
secretary of the Department of Ed 
cational Institutions of the Board of 
Education of the Methodist 
since 1941. As a former president 
Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, a 
of Union College, Barbourville, Ke 
tucky, Dr. Gross has the background 
write on the meaning of education t 
day. The book is the result of t 
author’s reflections on the subject aft 
he had read Gregor Ziemer’s Educati ’ 
for Death. Certainly, he thought, 
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JLLUSTAATIVE DIAMONDS — 


SELECTED BY PAUL F. BOLLER 








“CHOOSE YOU THIS DAY” 


The drift of life may carry us beyond 
the point of free choice. Sometime ago 
| was crossing, by train, the Niagara 
River just. below Buffalo. As I looked 
down into that turgid and tormented 
current, I wondered just how far a per- 
son could row down the Niagara River 
before he passed the point of his re- 


turn. Somewhere down that stream the 
force of the current would get too 


strong for his boat to reverse itself. 

In our personal lives and in our pub- 
lic policies we must make our choice 
before the passage of time and the drift 
of circumstances close the doors of op- 
portunity and limit our choosing to the 
lesser of two evils. That is why we 
say, as did Joshua, “Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve.” From Now to 
Live by Ralph W. Sockman; Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 


WHOLEHEARTEDNESS 

Unite my heart to fear thy name, I 
cil praise thee, O Lord my God, with 
my whole heart.—Psalm 86:11, 12. 

\ divided heart is the cause of much 
of our unhappiness and ineffectiveness. 
Goethe lamented the fact that he was 
nly one man, since, he said, in him was 
sufficient material for a rogue and a 
gentleman. H. C. Wells described Mr. 


Polly as a civil war rather than a 
human being. 
If life is to be worth-while, we must 


find some master principle—some Mas- 
ter who becomes the 
for all our powers. 
“whole heart” 
our fellow men. 
Issue by Wallace 
Press. 


“rallying center” 
Then with the 
we can serve *God and 
From Follow Me: 
M. Alston; The West- 


minster 


HE NEED FOR LIGHT 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am 
the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of life’—John 8:12, 
magine, if you can, a world of utter 
ani complete darkness — such a world 
blind know. To such a dark, 
chaotic world God gave light. God was 

then the creator, the light-bringer. 
gain, ages later, sees another time 
f darkness—spiritual darkness of in- 
dit erence among God’s chosen people, 
le. ser darkness of ignorance among 
th Gentiles. Again God sends light— 
a beacon, 
searching beam 


as the 


nov in the person of Jesus, 
a corch, a 


brilliant 





into every shadowed corner of the 
world’s night of sin. 

Is there darkness in the human soul 
and spirit, perhaps in yours or mine? 
Qpen the shuttered windows to him who 
alone can bring light. Again hear him 
say, “He that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” From The Fellowship of 
Prayer; Issue by Elmer S. Freeman; 
The Pilgrim Press. 


“WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?” 

A book written fifty years ago, which 
has possibly gone through more editions 
than any other outside of the Bible, is 
Dr. Charles M. Sheldon’s Jn His Steps, 
subtitled “What Would Jesus Do?” 
Though some things in the book may 
strike the reader as unrealistic, the 
question in which it centers is not only 
searching, but basic to a true perspec- 
tive. The Christian gospel can save the 
world from its present confusion and 
chaos and can bring stability to the 
lives of distraught individuals, only 
on God’s terms, not on ours. We are 
not left without knowledge of these 
terms, for God’s way has been made 
manifest in Jesus Christ. Confronted 
by any question requiring human deci- 
sion or action, the most important first 
step is to throw upon it the searchlight 
of Christ. This means, concretely, that 
the most important question we can 
ask about any human problem is “What 
would Jesus do?” From Prayer and 
the Life by Hark- 
ness; Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 


Common Georgia 


STALWART TO THE END 

A few years ago religious education 
lost one of its real leaders when Dean 
Kar] Stolz of Hartford passed on. In 
a quiet, unassuming way, through his 
last years, Dean Stolz was living a life 
of great courage. He had known for 
some little time that his heart was not 
strong, that the future a great 
question mark for him. He could have 
spent those last years in a torment of 
fear, waiting and indulging himself. 
But he believed too strongly in the im- 
portance and the enduring worth of 
what he was doing—helping hundreds 
of individuals to find adjustment and 


was 


fulfillment; teaching students and 
awaking their passion for Christ and 
Christian service. His fear for him- 


self was lost in his devotion to the serv- 
ice of Christ. In that service he found 





















Non-professional musings of a 
young minister on his day off 


MINISTER’S 
MONDAY 


by Robert L. Eddy 


Keen insight 

Amiable criticism 

Salty humor 

Scintillating style 

“Glory” eternal in the task 


$2.25 


A Study of the Beatitudes for 
Twentieth Century Living 


FROM THE 
HILLSIDE 


by Gaius Glenn Atkins 

“The study is made against 
the background of the Jewish 
proud past and frustrated pres- 
ent. It shows the importance of 
Jesus’ teaching for our times, on 
vast themes, yet simply stated.” 
—The Expositor. 


$2.00 


Directed and concerted prayer 
can produce amazing results 


WOMEN AT 
PRAYER 


Wilson 


A collection of great prayers 
of the ages. Specifically and 
uniquely arranged for women 
who believe that new and un- 
tried ways to peace will be 
found through prayer. 
Forewords by Muriel Lester 

and Frank C. Laubach 


$1.25 


At your bookstore, or from 


. THE PILGRIM PRESS 
14 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 


Arranged by Hazel T. 




















Christmas Cards 
At a Discount 


Beautiful Scripture Christmas Cards—em 
bossed—die cut-—foil inlays—distinctive fea- 
tures—extraordinary value—made to sell at 
$1.00, 

Special introductory offer only 75e_ per 


With each order for two boxes ($1.50), 
Text Calendar 


box, 
a beautiful Scripture will be 


included FREE 


THE GOSPEL 


Irvington ti 
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New Jersey 
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The most popular folding 
tables for church and school 
use... provide 25% greater 
seating capacity without knee 
interference ... store in 300% 
less space ... rigid when set up. 


FOLD-O-LEG Tables are good 
looking, with satin finish tops 
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BEST for BANQUET and GENERAL USE 


of brown tempered Masonite 
Prestwood, unmarred by bolts, 
rivets or nails; with sturdy tu- 
bular steel folding legs finished 
in Bryce beige enamel. For 
years of satisfactory service, 
use FOLD-O-LEG Tables. 
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NEW 


New Castle 


so much more enjoyable”’ 


YES, Teacher, your Bible students 
are more attentive—thanks to the 
privacy afforded by Modernfold, 
the accordion-type door. Yet, when 
the entire department meets to- 
gether, the small private rooms 
melt away into one large room as 
the Modernfolds are folded against 
the wall. The colorful beauty and 
amazing utility of these fabric- 
covered, metal-framed doors are 
equally successful in other parts of 
the church. WRITE FOR DETAILS. 


CASTLE PRODUCTS 


Indiana 


In Canada: Raymond Manufacturing Company, Ltd., Montreal 


Consult your local 


telephone book for the names of our installing distributors 

















his great moment, the great purposs 
for which his life was intended. In i 
he found life’s richest prize. When th 
end came, suddenly, he went down lik: 
a great tree in a forest, strong, an 
growing to the very end. From Th 
Lost Gospel by Robert E. Luccock 
Harper & Brothers. 


MORE THAN CONQUERER 
We ought to measure our difficultie 


| against those of a middle-aged woma: 


in a mid-western city. She is blind 
paralyzed from the neck down, an 
confined either to her bed or to a whee! 
chair. You hesitate to call on her sinc 
there is so little that you can say to 
her, but when you step int) her room 
you forget all about that! The first 
thing that catches your ¢ye is a fin 
collection of small bells gathered and 
sent to her from all over the world. 
Pick up any one of them and ring it, 
and she wiil tell you from where it 
comes. “That one is from China,” o: 
“That is from Japan” or “That is from 
Burma.” There she is unable to leave 
her room, yet with the music of the 
world ringing in her ears and in he 
spirit! And when you ask her how she 
does it, without a trace of complaining 
she says, “I have much to be thankful 
for. God has been very good!” There 
is genuine spiritual triumph for you! 
Life could so easily have become a mere 
succession of days in which she wears 
down the onslaught of pain, finally to 
wear it out before it—but it has not 
become that, and it never will! You go 
to console her, and leave encouraged by 
her. With more reason to quit than most 
of us ever will have, she surges ahead 
and deserves to be called “more than 
conqueror.” From On Final Ground by 
Harold A. Bosley; Harper & Brothers. 


OUR SOURCE OF STRENGTH 

The Nile River runs through a hot 
and sandy plain for much of its course, 
yet it has never been known to fail. 
For centuries people wondered what 
might be the source of such a constant 
supply of refreshing water that flowed 
through the arid desert and made the 
riverbanks blossom like a flower bed. 
Explorers at last discovered why the 
water never wasted away in even the 
driest season. It had its source hig 
in the mountains and was fed by eter- 
nal snows. Its secret was in the 
heights which men had never seen. 

No less do our souls need some high 
and secret source of strength. Tie 
place where we have quiet fellowsh'p 
with the eternal Father of our spir ‘ts 
will send forth a refreshing stream (0 
keep our lives hopeful and fruitf 
Whatever experiences may lie ahevd 
of us, we can keep our lives sweet aid 
strong, and fit for useful living. Fr m 
Remember Now by Walter Dudley ( 2- 
vert; Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
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Book Reviews 
(From page 62) 


tne purposes for which we educate for 
life. 

Chapter one discusses the process for 
life’s values. It is a brief historical as 
well as contemporaneous analysis of 
the function of education in human life. 
The author follows the various changes 
in educational practice in American life. 
He points out influences often over- 
looked or purposely ignored by some of 
our eminent historians. The importance 
of education for democracy forms the 
thesis of the second chapter. Here 
Dr. Gross traces the many ways in 
which the best elements of our demo- 
cratic way of life have been the result 
of Christian beliefs and practices. The 
place of education for culture, death, 
and leadership are subjects for the next 
three chapters. The main emphasis 
being in each chapter to show how vari- 
ous methods have been employed and 
to evaluate the importance of each one. 
The chapter dealing with death is an ex- 
cellent reaction to Dr. Ziemer’s obser- 
vation in the training of German chil- 
dren. The author’s practical and 
thoughtful suggestions on the subject 
of education are found in the conclud- 
ing chapter. He believes that “if this 
democracy continues and America leads 
in making democracy meaningful to the 
world, our citizens must possess an 
appreciation of the spiritual values as- 
sociated with the democratic life. “The 
fountainhead of democracy is the Chris- 
tian faith.” 

This book will prove helpful to any 
person interested in studying the effect 
of education upon our national well- 
being. It will be a volume of especial 
interest to ministers and church work- 
ers concerned with making religious 
education meaningful. 

Wh te 


A Message to Atheists by Dana 
Grant Greely. The Beacon Press. 145 
pages. $2.00. 


The title is misleading; for it ap- 
plies only to the first of these sixteen 
sermons by the youngish pastor of “the 
famed Channing pulpit” in Boston. 
The second sermon is addressed “To 
Orthodox Christians”—of whom there 
were presumably none in the congrega- 
tion. Unitarians will enjoy perusing 
these good-natured and not too formal 
sermons about what they believe, and 
what they do not believe. Other read- 
ers will find little that is novel or strik- 
ing in this most recent presentation of 
the faith and practice of New England 
Unitarianism. 

L. G. L. 


Poems for the Great Days compiled 
by Thomas Curtis Clark and Robert 
Earle Clark. Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press. 245 pages. $2.50. 

n this special collection of Poems for 
the Great Days—New Year’s through 
Christmas—the compilers, Thomas Cur- 
tis Clark and his son, Robert Earle 
Clirk, have gathered many which are 
fa orites, and many which are little 
known but of unusual merit. Included 
in the anthology are eighteen by one 
of the editors, Thomas Curtis Clark, 
w!o ranks as one of Christendom’s 
m: jor poets. The book follows a topi- 
ca grouping, making it easy to find the 
pom one wants for an occasion. 

H-L. H. P. 
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widely used by thousands of your fellow ministers . . . as it 
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Ten cents in coin or stamps brings you Full Details 
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One of the 
ORY 


books 
of the year! 





Che Fellowship 
of the Saints 


AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
CHRISTIAN DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE 
Compiled by Thomas S. Kepler 









800 PAGES, $7.50 


xe 


Here, in one amazingly comprehensive vol- 
ume, are masterpieces of literature of the 
spirit throughout the Christian era—excerpts 







representative of significant periods or schools incisive comment precede each selection. A 
of devotional thought and spiritual insight— chronological table provides a clear time per- 
from the first century to the present—which spective. Indexed by authors. 

have most inspired seekers of eternal values 

throughout Christendom. CLIP AND MAIL TO YOUR REGULAR BOOKSTORE 


The scope of Dr. Kepler’s latest work is —_ 
monumental. Reaching across 20 centuries, | 
he has gleaned these passages of living faith | 
and fire. The 137 men and women represented | 
in this classic anthology speak to us from all | 
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SOUND THINKING 
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Edited by 4. RICHARD SPANN 


sonality and breeding crime. 


our secularized society spiritual. 


by HUGH C. STUNTZ 


Here is a study of the high- 
est purposes of the United Na- 
tions as they are related to the 
Church and as they challenge 
the Church to go beyond them. 





“Dr. Farmer concentrates his at- 
tention on the minds of contempo- 
rary men and women, which he 
finds deeply at variance with the 
basic outlook of Christianity, and 


An Approach to 
the Teaching of Jesus 
by ERNEST C. COLWELL 


“The ‘plain man’ here finds lan- 
guage that he immediately under- 
stands, and a method of treatment 
that makes the figure of Jesus 
throb with vitality and power.”— 
Religious Book Club Bulletin. $1.25 


“One of the most useful books 
we have seen—a sober but hopeful 
view of the impact of Protestant- 
ism in our time and for the im- 
mediate future.”—World Call. 

“'-a book which no churchman 


At All Bookstores - . 





The Christian Faith and Secularism 


In this timely and searching book, twenty-two 
prominent educators and leaders of various Christian 
denominations show how secularism—the failure to 
let God be God in our lives—has penetrated all areas 
of modern life, handicapping the development of per- 
This symposium points 
out effectively how Christianity can and must make 


Cloth, $2.50; Paper, $1.50 





The United Nations Challenge to the Church 


“This book is comprehensive, 
statesmanlike, and tremendously 
cogent. Its timeliness cannot be 
exaggerated.”—Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
man. $1.75 


The Creator and the Adversary 
by EDWIN LEWIS 


A striking discussion of a question deeply rooted 
in the hearts and minds of the present generation: 
“Can the God of Love declared in Jesus Christ be 
regarded also as the God who maintains Creation and 
who is active in history, unless we suppose that he 
is everywhere faced with a malignant adversary ?”’ 
A provocative book to enrich the mind and spirit. $3 


God and Men 


by HERBERT H. FARMER 


proceeds to deal with this opposi- 
tion. Nothing could at the mo- 
ment be more practically helpful to 
preachers and pastors.’’—Religion 
and Life. $2 


The Doctrine 


of Our Redemption 
by NATHANIEL MICKLEM 


A clear discussion of the ways 
outstanding church leaders from 
the time of Augustine to the pres- 
ent have viewed redemption. “This 
volume is a piece of great thinking 
on Redemption . . crystal-clear 
absorbingly interesting.”—The Evx- 
positor. $1.50 


World Christianity Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 
by HENRY P. VAN DUSEN 


can conscientiously leave unread .. 
a source book for great teaching, 
dynamic preaching, and profound 
thinking.”—Journal of Bible and 
Religion. $2.50 
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California’s First Citizen 
A Limping, Christian Priest, Heads Its List of the Great 


by HA-arriet-Louise HA. Patterson 


PXATHO LIC or Protestant, the 
Ly person who goes to California 

with an interest in history, reli- 
gion, antiquities, architecture, or 
sightseeing will not be there long 
before he hears, more than once, the 
name of Father Junipero Serra; nor 
while driving along US Highway 101 
at some time or another will not have 
his attention attracted by one of those 
quaint old green bells that 
marked at regular intervals along “The 
King’s Highway” the first planting of 
the Cross along the Pacific coast. The 
missions were not only the first 
churches of Jesus Christ in California, 
first schools and the 


mission 


they were the 
first factories. 
When I was in California in 1944, 
I visited the Mission at San Juan 
Capistrano. With its spacious, frag- 
rant gardens, lily-padded pools, droves 
of white pigeons, quiet cloisters, and 
its chapel that is beautiful in spite of 
being a ruin, I thought I had not been 
for a long time in a more hauntingly 
lovely place; nor in one where I should 
have liked to have lingered a little 
longer and let its charm weave its 
spell more securely round my heart. 
It reminded me of places where I had 
stayed in Palestine, pleasant Catholic 
hospices, out on the cool, green hills 
of Galilee and beside the blue lake 
where I had made acquaintance with 
the soul of that land where so much 
that is forever beautiful came to pass. 
Reveling in the quiet beauty of San 
Juan Capistrano, of this largest and 
most beautiful of the estab- 
lished by Father Serra in 1776—sixty- 
five miles south of Los Angeles—I was 
lappy and satisfied. But I thought and 
wondered not at all about its founder. 
Going again this year to California, 
ne day we were driving along through 


missions 


Mission Valley, about six miles back 
f the ocean at San Diego. To our 
ght, the fields were turning brown; 
n the left were high hills 
reamy boulders and starved earth were 
laying peek-a-boo with and 
icalyptus and green 
: liage. 
We turned off to the right, following 
winding dirt road. Soon we saw a 
agnificent belfry, a three-story wall, 
erced by five arches in which hung 
ve old bells, bells recast from the 
iginal bells brought from Spain in 
e eighteenth century. 


whose 


palms 


trees scrubby 


Once inside the cloister garden, pep- 
‘r trees hung their soft fringe over 








The Bells of San Diego de Alcala 


or 
“I 











our heads and shaded an old brick 
cross set in a flower bed, while the 
palm trees there sang a low, soft song 
of beauty. Later, climbing the steps 
to the belfry, we pulled ropes and set 
the bells a-tumbling. Their peaceful 
tones filled the valley again with music 
as in the days when the faithful Fran- 
ciscan padres by the ringing daily as- 
sembled the Indians and then sought 
to win the backward natives for Christ 
and convert them into God-fearing, 
self-supporting subjects of His Majesty, 
the King of Spain. We went on to 
explore the spacious, plain white 
chapel with its thick stone walls, high 
wooden ceiling, hard wooden benches 
faithfully restored in every detail the 
same as when it was built in 1775. 

San Diego de Aleala is the mother 
of all the Californian missions. 
quently, we about 
Father 16, 1769, 
sixteen days after his arrival estab- 
lished this first mission. We saw his 
little iron trunk that he brought from 
Old Spain to New Spain in 1749 and 
later, in 1769, to San Diego; we looked 
at his worn vestments that he wore 
when he celebrated Mass in the New 
World, and finally, the crucifix held by 
him when dying. 


Conse- 
here 
July 
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heard more 


Serra, who on 


Seeing these 
museum, by 
Now I wanted to 
this follower of St. 


things in the 
curiosity 


tiny 
was. aroused. 
know more about 


Francis who had 
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GIFT CROSSES AND CHAINS 
WE ARE NOW featuring a new 


Gift Cross, and it is illustrated 
above. The size is 1 11/16 by 
2 5/8 inches and it is available 
in two finishes—Sterling Silver 
and Ambrac Metal, Rhodium Fin- 
ish. Prices: Ambrac Metal, 75 
cents each; Sterling Silver, $3.00 
each (Boxed). 20% Fed. Tax Add. 





CROSSES and CANDLESTICKS 


We carry stock 
Candlesticks as 





of Crosses and 


well as Flower 
Vases, Processional Crosses, Col- 
lection Plates. A limited stock of 
imported Ecclesiastical Appoint- 
ments. 
Write us for complete 
information 


Morehouse-Gorham Co. 


14 E. 41st St., New York 17, N.Y. 
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HELP WANTED! 


No minister can afford to buy insurance without help. Re- 
liable facts about the policies available are mandatory. After 
years of payment on a contract the discovery that it was not 
what was wanted produces a painful shock. 

The Presbyterian Ministers Fund 231 years of service can 
be depended on to give prompt and exact information without 


obligation. 
Write today for details. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


for Life Insurance 


Alexander Mackie, President 


The First Life Insurance Serving Ministers, Their Wives 
Company in America — and Theological Students of 
The Oldest in the World All Protestant Denominations 


Founded 1717 — Chartered 1759 
HOME OFFICE—1805 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


BOSTON OFFICE ST. LOUIS OFFICE ATLANTA OFFICE 
14 Beacon Street 1202 Arcade «Building 1415 Candler Building 
Boston 8, Mass. St. Louls 1, Missouri Atlanta 3, Georgia 


“MORE THAN A BUSINESS: AN INSTITUTION” 




























Selected Filmstrips for 


Christmas 


THE SAVIOR IS BORN — Specially posed 
scenes visualizing the Christmas Story. Post- 
paid, $3.00. 




















: THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS — A new Se 

en filmstrip presenting the text with original “aS 
drawings of the famous poem. Postpaid, /ii\\ 
black and white, $3.00; in color, $5.00. /Ti\\ 
THE SHEPHERD’S WATCH — Adapted from 














the story in Luke. A Church Screen Produc- 
tion, in color. Postpaid, $7.50. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS — Five favorites pre- 
pared in filmstrip form by S.V.E. All in 
color, -each filmstrip shows the words and 
original art work: “Silent Night,’’ “‘O Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” ‘While Shepherds 
Watched,’ “‘The First Noel’ and “O Come All 
Ye Faithful.’ Postpaid, in color, $1.75 each; aS memeenet 
e-tire set, $8.75. - 
Also a complete line of projectors and screens. 



















Send for the Christmas Catalog to Dept. “M”’ 





2067 Broadway (at 72nd St.) New York 23,N. Y. 











TOWARD A MORE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
EFFICIENT CHURCH FOR SALE 


by William H. Leach 





Beautiful location — several buildings — fully 
A text book for church officers. Discusses , ‘ ‘ S ‘ 


the methods of securing unity in the church equipped spacious grounds — all recrea- 
program, making a local church program, tional advantages — mountains, seashore, 
the minister as a leader, democratic church country — railroad and bus transportation — 


finance, and an adequate church building. 


Questions and answers for discussion suitable for summer and winter activities — 


bargain price for immediate sale — terms can 





groups 
Per Copy, $1.50 be arranged. Reason for sale, director is 
moving to another part of country. 
% | 
Church Management, Inc. For narticulars address: 1505 Race Street, 
1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio | | Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania, Room 713 




















had a vision, this Father Serra wh: 
had made his dreams come true. Sinc 
that afternoon I have been reading th 
personal story behind this great pe. 
sonality and because I think Christian 
are interested in men who are able t 
win victories for God, I am now tellin 
you his story. 

I have visited the idealic island « 
Majorca in the Mediterranean whe: 
Father Serra was born in 1713. Th 
place encourages dreaming. As a chil 
he was not robust enough for ha 
peasant work but being unusual] 
bright, he was sent off to study at 
Franciscan school. At seventeen, he 
entered the Franciscan Order and too! 
the name of Junipero after the gayes! 
of all St. Francis’ first followers. H: 
went to a famous university and Fra: 
ciscan missionary center to which re- 
ports of friars’ work came back from 
everywhere. There his heart’s desir 
Was consummated when an opportu 
nity came to go to New Spain as a 
missionary. At thirty-six, he gladly 
exchanged a secure life, high honors as 
a teacher of philosophy for missionary 
hardship and the king’s wages of $150 
a year. 

Immediately he began to toughen 
himself for the hardest kind of life 
ahead. On the three-month voyage 
from Spain to Mexico when the water 
casks leaked, it is said that he remarked 
that it was best to eat little and talk 
less and so save precious saliva. On 
arrival at Vera Cruz the other priests 
accepted the king’s transportation 
from sea level to the mountain-capital, 
Mexico City, but Father Serra and a 
single companion chose instead to fol- 
low an ancient rule of St. Francis that 
“the little poor men” should walk, not 
ride. That trail ran almost three hun- 
dred miles up into dangerous crags and 
across poisonous valleys, but Fathe 
Serra and his companion made it 
three weeks’ time, continuing in spit 
of freezing nights and scorching days. 
Along the way, he injured a leg and 
for the rest of his life was lame. 


In his poor brown frock and h 
leather sandals, Father Serra limped 
into the finest city on the continent « 
New Year’s day, 1750. Within that 
year he went limping out to the hardest 
mission post in the wild Sierra Gorda 
range, where the land was so barren, 
the life so exacting that every s 
months a mule team of supplies h: 
to be sent in along with a fresh m 
sionary to replace the exhausted 01 
Father Serra stayed there nine yea 
teaching the Indians how to raise fo: 
He learned their language and in 1 
turn taught them the prayers of t 
Christian Church. When he left, t 
region was self-supporting and pr 
perous. 
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For several years thereafter, he was 
preacher at Mexico City’s great cath- 
dral, but his heart was in the hard- 
o-reach, difficult to maintain missions 
f New Spain. The desire of his heart 
ame true in 1769 when he was fifty- 
ix years old—to do pioneer work in 
he farthest frontiers of New Spain, 
ilong what is the Californian coast 
today. 

Father Serra was chosen to accom- 
pany the four expeditions and estab- 
lish the Church as Spain planned to 
take possession of the country that 
the English pirate, Sir Francis Drake, 
had claimed for Queen Elizabeth in 


1579, and toward which now Russia 
was looking covetously and moving 
cautiously. 


In preparation for his mission north, 
Father Serra limped hundreds of miles 
over the peninsula of Lower California 
collecting vestments, old church bells, 
selecting and packing fruit seeds and 
plants for future monastery gardens: 
orange, grape, date palms and. roses. 

When Army and Navy were finally 
under way, Father Serra representing 
the Church of Jesus Christ elected for 
the first time to ride, as he set forth 
with the fourth expedition for San 
Diego. Upon arrival there, he found 
nearly all the large encampment down 
with scurvy. Half died. The surviv- 
ors the padre cared for medically and 
heartened spiritually Sixteen days 
later, he erected the Cross, blessed it, 
and dedicated the first Franciscan mis- 
sion in California to St. James (San 
Diego). For lack of a chapel, 





Proves it Can be Done! 
e Proves that a 16mm Sound 





the | 


church bell pealed from the branch of | 


an oak tree. 

From that hour, and for fifteen 
years, Father Serra’s days were filled 
alternately with prayers and hard work 
among the poor, discouraging human 
material with whom he had elected to 
spend his life in sacrificial service. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 
took Christ’s words literally. 


Daily, year in and year out, this aged | 


of Jesus in the name of St. 
Francis, his old brown habit tucked 
ip after prayers, taught the Indians 
iow to work in a garden and raise 
nore than acorns for food. There he 
vorked beside them. He taught Indian 


follower 


Father Serra | 


10thers how to spin and weave, and | 


1ake clothes for their children. The 
1en he taught not only to be farmers, 
ut millers, bakers, cattle raisers, car- 
enters and blacksmiths, tailors and 
hoemakers. He taught them the crafts 
f civilization but unfortunately, they 
yuldn’t bridge the centuries in a 
ngle generation. Best of all, he gave 
hem Jesus Christ, and hy his own 
aily example among them taught 
1em the meaning of the love 
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Model 63LM for Sound or Silent Films 


Gives TOP RESULTS in pictures, sound and 
everything needed for audiences up to 100. 


What Ford did in the motor industry ... 
Movie-Mite does in the projection field. Sim- 
plification is the key! Get finest projection 
and sound results for homes, schools, ‘ 
churches, offices without paying for extras 
without paying for more than you need 
or use outside an auditorium. 


Movie-Mite weighs only 26 lbs. complete with 
Descislen machined for strength 


Highest quality. 


MOVIE-MITE CORPORATION 


KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 
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WILLS and BEQUESTS 


have helped to make possible 
the Training of Leaders 


for 
World-Wide Christian 
Service 
by 
The Chicago Theological 
Seminary 
Ninety per cent of all Seminary 
resources have come from Wills and 


Bequests of friends who believed in 
an educated ministry. 

Greater needs are ahead and larger service can 
be rendered, if you will remember The Chicago 
Theological Seminary in your will. 





Legal forms sent gladly on request. 


| The Chicago Theological Seminary 


5757 University Avenue 
of | 


President 
Chicago 37, 


A. C. McGiffert, Jr., 
IHinois 























Size of Booklet 6%”"x3%” 


CHURCH 


1900 Euclid Avenue 


MANAGEMENT, Inc. 


New printing of 
this popular 
booklet for min- 
isters to distri- 
bute to the _ be- 
reaved. A _ splen- 
did way to make 
an acknowledg- 
ment of a funeral 
fee. 


10c¢ Each 
$1.10 Per Dozen 
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White Mailing 
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NEW?! the projector 


for perfect auditorium 


projection 


yy 
a Developed and used 
ON cee, for Government 
= Services Branches 





THE VIEWLEX 
AP-7CT PROJECTOR 

Combination Slide and 
Strip Film ¢ Stays cooler 
than room temperature! 
¢ Single and Double 
Frame with Take-Up ¢ 


WILL NOT Fan Cooled—300 Watts 
Standard—500-750 and 
TEAR FILM 1000 Available « 5” 


Write for Free brochure. Luxtar Coated Optics— 
7” Available 


The greatest name in projectors. 
35-01 QUEENS BLVD. * LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y, 
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Christ, which is “to give and give, 
and give.” 

As more of the “little brothers of 
the poor,” as the Franciscans ar 
known to the ends of the earth, cam: 
to help him, the lame old padre spen 
more of his time on the road. He wa 
constantly on the road, walking, walk 
ing, working “in this poor garden of 
the Lord,” watching over the Indians 
praying with them and for them, meet 
ing one crisis after another as the) 
rose in the new missions being estab 
lished along 600 miles of golden strand 
beside the blue Pacific. 

Father Serra in fifteen years of 
hardship, privation, and sacrifice pei 
sonally established the work of nine 
missions among an impoverished, ig- 
norant folk. In time there’ we 
twenty-one in all from San Diego to 
San Francisco. 

In 1846, the U. S. took possession of 
California. More new settlers intent 
upon riches rushed in. The Indians 
were turned forever off the mission 
lands to shift for themselves, to begin 
an almost futile struggle for survival 
against civilization with all its attend- 
ing evils of exploitation. In the years 
that followed, the Indians were prac- 
tically exterminated to the everlasting 
shame of the American Government. 

With a sudden political change, the 
end of Spanish missions was in sight, 
even before Father Serra died in 1784. 
It had been decided that these pros- 
perous, well-ordered missions instead 
of being under Church control were to 
be administered hereafter as civilian 
settlements by the Spanish state. For 
tunately, Father Serra never lived to 
see the day in 1823 when Mexico be- 
came a republic and completely took 
over the rich mission communities as 
state property and began the division 
of the lands for settlement. 

The padres were left without support 
to continue the Christian work of 
teaching and preaching the gospel to 
these backward natives. The missions 
began to fall into disuse and ruin then 

It has been said, and truly, tha 
“English pirates, explorers, and Span 
ish governors and soldiers in arrow 
proof deerskin jackets, captains of th: 
royal Spanish navy, sailors, America! 
generals and ‘Forty-niners’ have ha 
their day in California.” Californian 
today have picked none of these fo 
their “first citizens,” but have give 
that title to Father Junipero Serra 
who, in reality, never was a citizen o 
the State of California. But on hi 
name Catholics and Protestants agree 
with enthusiasm when it was placed i 
nomination for the Hall of Statua 
in Washington. 
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The Minister’s Helpmate 
dy Margaret L, Couand 


This is a modern revision of an older paper. 
Mrs. Halah H. Loud, addressed a group of wives of stu- 


mother, 


Mrs. Conant’s 


dents of Boston School of Theology on this subject years ago. 
With a few changes to give modern expression the article seems 
timely for our day. 


HE minister’s wife enters into, and 
is part of, her husband’s profes- 
sional life in a most remarkable 
way. The wife of the business man 
often knows but little of her husband’s 
business. But Christianity is a life 
and the wife lives that life side by side 
with her husband. All they have, or 
is the Lord’s and his work is ever 


are, 
uppermost in their minds. Their work 
together is team work. Instead of 
working as single horses they ‘pull 
together” and so can carry a much 


heavier load with an equal amount of 
strength. 
No other man enters into so many 


lives as the minister. He is the mes- 
senger of the Holy Spirit and the mes- 
sage he welcomed at some 
time by everyone. It is this emphasis 
of the spiritual in his life and in his 
work which makes him different from 


brings is 


other people. Actions speak louder 
than words. We must live our religion. 
The minister and his wife should 


keep ever before them the highest ideals 
of Christian culture. Of course, there 
are family prayers (or should be) and 
many times minister 
and his wife desire to pray together. 
And yet, there are times when each 
wants to be alone. A housewife ought 
to have some trysting place where she 
can go for a time and leave behind her 
all the cares and responsibilities that 
uurden her and be still with her God 
and herself. In all crises, and in times 
of special need turn to God and 
seek divine help. We cannot empha- 
too much the power of personal 
“More things are wrought by 
than this world dreams of” said 
Tennyson. How often we are greatly 
helped by prayer. Prayer is instinc- 
part of the life of a minister 
and his wife. It permeates their whole 
It is listening to God’s voice as 
talking with him. “Be still 
nd know that I am God” the Psalmist 
said, 
[he minister’s home should be ideal 
‘ wholesome Christian home abound- 
ins in unselfishness and in love. Love 
defined as “otherness” and the min- 
is'or’s wife should be a most unselfish 
pe‘son. In a way the minister’s home 
be ongs to his people and it is in her 


besides when a 


we 


size 
prayer. 
prayer 


tively 


well as 





home that the wife can be more help- 
ful than anywhere else. The home 
should be one from which the sweetest 
and most blessed influences are em- 
phasized. People seem to resent it if 
their minister make a show. 
He is accused of being “worldly” and 
desiring earnestly the worldly things 
instead of the spiritual things. 

Of all public women, the 
wife can dress simply to the best ad- 
person is elaborate 
noticeable or so resented. A 
“dressy” wife is more of a reproach 
than a help to the minister. 

A minister’s wife must be true to 
herself. Each one must work her own 
way. Some are talented and can use 
great talents to help the work of the 
kingdom. Some are excellent speakers, 
some have the gift of song, some have 
a talent in teaching. 
sity of gifts if these 
talents are consecrated to 
the life will count for 
Some have no special talent, 
live sweet, peaceful, 


tries to 


minister’s 


vantage. In no 
dress so 


gifts and 
Master 
so much more. 
but just 


and 
the 
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There is a diver- 


helpful lives, and | 


it is the life that counts most and | 
helps most. 
A minister’s wife should cultivate | 


the grace of hospitality. She need not 
keep “open house” all the time, yet 
she should welcome most cordially any 
who may seek her hospitality. Here is 
a school for her patience—interrup- 
tions are continually coming along, 
and someone or something demands 


her attention just when she is very 


anxious to accomplish a certain duty. | 


and cere- 
done de- 
and yet often 
informal calls and teas 
most enjoyable; when people come to 
see her, let them see her as she is, 
without any formality. She 
must be true to herself and must draw 
to her rather than to repel. 

She must guard against 
She must not arouse it in others. Nor 
must she be jealous because her hus- 
band calls on other 
part of his work. 
is good for her to accompany him on 
his calls and meet other women in 
their own homes. Her trust in her 
husband should be so implicit and her 


She should not be formal 
monious. Things should be 
cently and in order, 
most 


are 
cloak or 


jealousy. 


women for 





the 
the 


that is 
When she ean, it | 
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The ONLY electronic tower chime 
on which chords can be played 
without sounding out of tune! 











Rich tone quality, markedly simi- 


lar to world-famous Deagan 
Carillon ! 
Tone unit weighs only 282 


a) pounds, occupies less than 3 sq. 
ft. of space! 
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@ We have developed a rather 
unusual, dignified program that 
will enable you to earn a VERY 
substantial sum for your Church 
between now and Christmas. 


Write AT ONCE for details 


Church Fund Division 
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WHERE YOUR COMFORT 
COMES FIRST 


Here at the Prince George guests enjoy 
the homey luxury and genuine comforts 
seldom found in other New York hotels. 
You have your choice of 1,000 spacious, 
tastefully furnished rooms, all with bath. 
Five famous restaurants and a cafe- 
teria. Quiet, yet within 3 minutes of the 
shopping district. Low rates make the 
Prince George New York’s mosi outstand- 
ing hotel value. Write for booklet C. M. 


Single room with bath from $3.00 
Double “ aes “ $5.00 


Prince George 


14 East 28t St. 
New Yor 16,N.Y. 








Hotel 


Charles F. Rogers, Jr. ~ Manager 














= NO TIME | 
TO READS 


We read U.S., foreign peri- 
odicals, books, speeches; 
give you each week best 
anecdotes, illustrative stor- 
les,etc. For speakers,chair- 
men, ministers, educators, 
writers. Sixth year of pub- 
lication. Sub.,$5. Send $2 
for six months’ trial (26 is- 
sues). Money-back guar. 


QUOTE, Dept. F. Indianapolis 
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love so deep and strong that nothing 
can turn it. When he comes in from 
a round of calling, she should cheer 
him and not expect him to talk unless 
he wants to, as often he has been 
hearing tales of woe all afternoon. 

A minister’s wife should remember 
the little acts of kindness done for 
them, the word of appreciation of her 
husband’s work. Often someone will 
tell her of some sermon or some act 
that has helped, and it helps the min- 
ister to have all such encouragement. 

The church may be considered as the 
home of the larger family and the min- 
ister and his wife as the host and hos- 
tess—the father and mother of the 
church family. Ready to help any 
member of this church family in any 
way they can, yet sharing the respon- 
sibilities with the members. Too often 
the minister is “it.” The church itself 
is enough for them to guide and serve. 
Usually it is better when neither the 
minister nor his wife hold any office in 
any organization connected with the 
church. 

The mistress of the manse should 
be most heartily interested in all or- 
ganizations for upbuilding the church 
and community, but she should have 
no special responsibility for any one 
organization. The church which de- 
pends on its own members for leaders 
of its various interests is stronger 
than the one which depends too much 
on its minister and his wife. They are 
God’s servants in the community, striv- 
ing to form its ideals, kinds its enthu- 
siasm for truth and righteousness, re- 
vive its faith and purify its ambitions 
and life. 
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NO LIQUOR SERVED | 
AT THESE HOTELS / | 


There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Ho 


tels.” We suggest that you pass this 
list on to them either by publishing it in 
your church calendar or by clipping it 
from the magazine and posting it on the 








church bulletin board. 
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ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and 17th Street. 208 


rooms—$3.00 up. In the heart of Philadelphia 
|} Running ice water, private baths in all rooms 
| Banquet and meeting rooms. Louis E, Pike 
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Communion Ware 


in Chrome 
Handsome as Silver - Less Costly 


Untarnishable - Holds its Lustre 
Send for Illustrated Folder 


Goodenough and Woglom Co. 


150 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 


Ui iii iii iii iit) 











| Watch for the 
NEW LINE OF 


WuRLIIZER ORGANS 














STOCK FORM, or PRINTED TO YOUR ORDER 


c, 
i PRINTING COMPANY. 
100 CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Mer 
. Write for Sample gE 








Pastoral Supplies 





























CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Boards. 
nified, refined, effective and economical] 
Over 7,000 IN USE. They increase at- 
tendance, interest and collections. Thou- 
sands of enthusiastic letters from Pas- 
tors. Write today for illus. Catalog L. 

H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
308% E. 4th St. 


——--—- 








Dig- 





Davenport, la 








applied. 





65 Fifth Avenue 





STAINED GLASS EFFECTS 


Through the use of “Windowphanie” plain glass windows 
can be transformed into rich, colorful designs. 


Ask for free samples 


At Low Costs 


Easily 





C. M. MALZ new York City 
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PRINTING: Reduced cost of your 
printing through photographic re- 
production. Get our prices on book- 
lets, tracts, bulletins, etc. 


THE PINAIRE PRESS 
1710 West Market Street, Louisville, Kentucky 














“gigi ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced. Write for 
catalogue C-16 (choir robes); J-16 
(junior choir); P-16 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK 
117 N.Wacker 1000N. Market 366 Fifth Ave. 











CHE J-& | 


g LAMB EONS 


TENAFLY N-J 


STAINED GLAS 
C HANCELSASPALE 


CHURCH CRAFTS 

















VESTMENTS 
for Choir and Pulpit 
Hangings - Ornaments 
Supplies - Ete. 


Catalog free on request 


The C. E. Ward Co. 


New London, Ohio 














MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


22 RIVER ST., 
TROY, N.Y. 


|BELLS 











FILMSLIDES t Oeth sion 


@ Special Programs—Easter—Christmas 
@ Illustrated Hymns—Mission Stories 
@ Evangelistic Sermons—Bible Studies 
@ Life of Christ From Great Paintings 
@ Alcohol and Tobacco Education 
Write for Free Catalog Today 


BOND SLIDE CO., Ine. 


68 West Washington St., Dept. CM, Chicago 2 














Pulpit Background 
Rich Wine Velour— 
all sizes. 5’x9’ $38 
@ 2 Rooms in 1 

@ Stage Drapes 

@ Also Portable 
Samples & Estimate 
Send Sizes, Sketch 
Camden Artcraft Co. 
180 N. Wacker Dr. 
Chicago 6, Illinois 














® cycloramas 
® window draperies 
® stage curtains 
® stage hardware 
® asbestos curtains 
® motor controls 
®@ lighting equipment 
© dimmers 
® steel tracks 
® scenery 
® stage rigging 
® velour rope railing 





Upon receipt of measurements, samples and price will be 
mailed upon request. For descriptive literature, specify cir- 
cular No. 302 


REQUIREMENTS FOR QUOTATIONS 


Width and height of proscenium 
Height from stage floor to ceiling. 


| 

a. 

3. Depth of stage. 
4. Width on stage. 


20 years of experience manufactur- 
ing, installing, and servicing stage 
equipment for churches, 
and institutional auditoriums. 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


108 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 19,N. Y. 


Complete 


STAGE EQUIPMENT 








schools, 


73 
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A Sincere Welcome to 


MEXI<d 


» AND ITS 2 OUTSTANDING HOTELS 
HOTEL 


JREFORMA 
l MEXICO CITY 


Ys all the features of the best metropolitan hotels, the Reforma 
continues as the preferred meeting place of experienced travelers, 
who appreciate the comfort of its luxurious bedrooms, the elegant 
appointments of its spacious lounges, cuisine par excellence under the 
direction of famed Ciro’s, the efficiency and courtesy of the hotel's sta‘. 


.. And Mexico’s Most Modern Resort Hotel 


THE REFORMA CASABLANCA IN ACAPULCO 


shores of the blue Pacific. 120 Roof Garden and Night Club. Open all 


Greer in the tropics, on the —the Beachcombers — Ciro’s unique 


airy rooms overlooking the open sea, 


year, an hour by plane from Mexico 


the picturesque bay and charming City. Acapulce offers the world’s finest 
town. The crystal clear swimming poo] _ deep sea fishing. 


consult your travel agent or our offices in the United States. 


55 East Washington Street, Chicago 2 
412 West 6th 





For Mexican hospitality at its best 
Essex House, New York 19 


Street, Los Angeles 14 
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GHE PAYRE-SPIERS 
+ SGUDOSiwe. + 


STAINED GLASS 


BRONZE METALS 
TABLETS 
MURALS 


PATERSON 
Ss SINCE 








































for the CHOIR 


Combining fine work- 
manship and appearance. 
Write for catalog of Cor- 
liss collars for choirs, cler- 
By, nurses, schools, etc. 


COON & CO. 
TROY, N. Y. 








Pews 
Altars 
Fonts 
Pulpit Sets 
Chancel Sets 
Chairs 
Crosses 
Candlesticks 

4 

Everything in wood for 


the beautification of 
the Church Interior 


MANITOWOC 
CHURCH 
FURNITURE 
COMPANY 


Waukesha, Wisconsin 





Dept. 5 














NEW MODEL A-2 PRINT-O-MATIC ROTARY 
Self-feeding Stencil Printer will print your 


3x5” cards, Post Cards, and 4x6 Cards or 
paper. Saves Time, Labor, Printer’s Bills. 
Complete with $2.35 worth supplies—$13.50. 


Large and Portable Typewriters, Automatic 
Envelope Sealers, Addresserettes, Adding Ma- 
chines, Office Duplicators-Excellographs, Hil- 
cos, Speedoprints, Lettergraphs. 

Master Envelope and Card Addresser No 
Plates. No Stencils. Complete for 500 names 
—$30.47. 

All Makes Mimeograph and Duplicator Sup- 
plies, Stencils, Ink, etc. Ask for free literature 
of items interested in. 


Pittsburgh Typewriter Supply Co. 


336-E Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
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One Day at a Time 
A Radio Meditation 


By William D. McInnis* 


And he himself went a day’s journey 
into the wilderness and came and sat 
down under a juniper tree, and re- 
quested for himself that he might 
die. . . . Life can become crushing at 
times! 

O it was at the moment for this 

man Elijah. One day he was in 

complete command of the situa- 
tion. Standing straight and firm in 
the face of evil he gave battle and won. 
But now it’s different! He is afraid 
of tomorrow. He, like many of us, 
had not learned the secret of living 
one day at a time. Not so long ago 
there came to my desk a little pamph- 
let put out by that marvelous organi- 
zation “Alcoholics Anonymous.” It was 
entitled Yesterday, Today and Tomor- 
row and expresses the technique em- 
ployed by those fighting the demon of 
strong drink in their lives. At the 
same time, it did my soul good and 
hclped me to appreciate even more the 
importance of trying to live just one 
day at a time. Here is what it says: 

“There are two days in every week 
about which we should not worry, two 
days which should be kept free from 
fear and apprehension. 

“One of these days is YESTERDAY 
with its mistakes and cares, its faults 
and blunders, its aches and _ pains. 
YESTERDAY has passed forever be- 
yond our control. 

“All the money in the world cannot 
bring back YESTERDAY. We cannot 
undo a single act we performed; we 
cannot erase a single word we said. 
YESTERDAY is gone. 

“The other day we should not worry 
about is TOMORROW with its possible 
adversaries, its burdens, its large 
promise and poor performance. TO- 
MORROW is also beyond our immedi- 
ate control. 

“TOMORROW’S sun will rise either 
in splendor or behind a mask of clouds 
—but it will rise. Until it does, we 
have no stake in TOMORROW, for it 
is as yet unborn. 

“This leaves only one day—TODAY. 
Any man can fight the battles of just 
one day. It is only when you and I 
the of those two awful 
eternities— YESTERDAY and _ TO- 
MORROW that we break down. 

“It is not the experience of TODAY 
that drives men mad—it is remorse or 
bitterness for something which hap- 
pened YESTERDAY and the dread of 
what TOMORROW may bring. 

“LET US, THEREFORE, 


add burdens 


LIVE 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Hen- 


North Carolina. 


derson, 


SPECIALIZING IN 


Chancel Furniture 


SINCE 87 


TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Customers 


+ ) j 
Over 5,000 Satisfied 


THE THEODOR KUNDTZ CO. 


1275 MAIN STREET 1 ee ee, ee eee 











NEED MONE 


For a Hard-to-Raise 
Building Fund? 
Consult 


DR. A. C. HAGEMAN 


RIPPEY, 1OWA 
Conducting Fund-Raising Campaigns 
for New Church Buildings 


























GOWNS 


FOR CHOIR AND PULPIT 


Select Moore Gowns for an in- 


spiringly beautiful appearance 
for years to come. Styles for 
adult, intermediate and junior 
choirs in many beautiful mate 
rials. Write for FREE Choir Ap 
parel Style Book C12, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP62. Ask 
for Budyet Payment Plan. 
Confirmation Gowns— 
Rental or Sale 


E*R* MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13, 1/1. New York 18, N.Y. 














+ nef 
Useful Cards in Church 
Administration 
THE INVITATION. Keeps a record of at 


tendance at your communion services. Car 

ries the historic invitation. 

TEL-YOUR-PASTOR. Used to notify the 

pastor of illness, deaths, prospect for mem 

bership, ete. 

TO OUR GUESTS. For the 

guests who attend your services. 

to secure prospect. 

Prices—80c per 100; 300 or more, 75c per 10( 
SAMPLES FREE UPON REQUEST 


Church Management, Inc. 
1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohi 


signature ( 
Best wa) 








+ 
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BUT ONE DAY AT A TIME.” 
Don’t you like that? I do. 
George Klingle in his poem, “Hour 
y Hour,” puts it like this: 

God broke the years to hours and days 

That hour by hour and day by day 

Just going on a little way 

We might be able all along 

To keep our spirit poised and strong. 

Should all the weight of life 

And all the future rife 

With woe and struggle meet us face 

to face 

In one small place, we could not go, 

Our hearts would faint, and so 

God lays a little on us every day, never 

on the years 

Long way. 
But all of this and more the Chris- 

tian finds in his New Testament. Our 

Savior one day standing, or sitting, on 

a grassy hillside leading down to the 

shimmering little lake of Galilee spoke 

some words that have been preserved 
for us. We call them, “The Sermon on 


the Mount.” If we would only bring | 
them down from the mount into the | 


mart of daily living how different our 

lives would be. Among other things he 

said, “Be not anxious for the morrow.” 

What a word for hundreds of us this 

morning fretting our lives away about 

what is going to happen tomorrow... 

Jesus’ word to us is: “Today is all 

you have. Live in and for it.” 

A Prayer 

Lord for tomorrow and its needs we 
do not pray. 

Keep us our God, from stain of sin just 
for today. 

Let us no wrong or idle word unthink- 
ing say; 


Set Thou a seal upon our lips—Just | 


for Today. 


Let us in season be grave, in season | 


gay; 
Let us be faithful to Thy grace 
for Today. 





Lord for tomorrow and its needs we do | 


not pray. 


But keep us, guide us, love us Lord— 


Just for Today. 
Amen. 













REFLECTORITE 
Clergy Emblem 


Distinctive ... White on 
blue enamel . . . Glows 
in car lights ... Sturdy 
steel . . . With bolts. 


oncy 4Q cents 


ya THE JUDSON PRESS 
41703 Chestnut St. Dept.U 
2 6PHILADELPHIA 3, Pa. 











‘FOLDING TABLES 
| 
} 


In stee, with plywood top. Available 
for early delivery in six and eight-foot 
lengths. Ideal for banquet and Sunday 
_School purposes. Write for prices. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
| Jepartment 702 Scranton 2, Pa 























Programs Button 











Cc 









Ya, 


Christmas flannelgraph story including announcement 
of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, the nativity, and 
the presentation at the temple. In colors, on flan- 
nelblot stock. $1.00. 


Souvenirs 


Attractive red and green 





Recitation books with ma- metal button. Cut shows 
for all departments. exact’ kize. 28e-a dozen: 
$2.00 a 100. 
iin Handwork 
No Room in the Inn ?478'¢S 
: Die cut in shape of bell. to Cclor 
scriptural play for 20 printed in Christmas colors. , 
characters. 35c. $2.25 a 100. The Christmas 
: i Story 
. N . 
Christmas Cards Christmas Bulletins — The Wise Men 
; No. 1325. Manger Scene. 15¢ each. 
Attractive box assortments No. 1275. Poinsettias and Bible 
With scripture, 50c and $1.00. Bulletins per 100. $1.75. a 
Christmas 
es _ se 
Coin Collectors Offering Envelopes Cribs 
Stocking Dime Saver. 60c a dozen. No. 1339. Matches Bulletin No. 1325. Various sizes and prices. 
Attractive Folders. 30c a dozen. No. 1281. Matches Bulletin No. 1275. Write for free 
Envelopes per 100, 7Oc. for further information, 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Inc. 10 South Wabash Ave. Dept. 24, Chicago 3, Ill. 








Just | 





Christmas Filmstrips 


YJ 


KNET 


oR ae - 5-8 ee | 
The ALL NEW 
Christmas Story 


A completely new filmstrip in color. A charming cartoon with an entire- 
A superb presentation of the Christ- ly new approach to the Christmas 
mas Story as told in the Gosples of Story — a reverent presentation as 
St. Luke and St. Matthew. Exquisite told by the Littlest Camel. Children 
kodachromes of real people in col- love it — grown-ups enjoy it. Heart- 
orful costumes make this an unfor- ily recommended by every one who 
getable program for the church sees it. 

school Christmas service. 

FILMSTRIP with manual, $10.00 — with records, $15.00 


AT YOUR SUPPLY HOUSE OR WRITE DIRECTLY TO 


Cathedral—¥ilms 


1970 Cahuenga Boulevard ¢ Hollywood 28, California 





Cathedral Films, 1970 Cahuenga Bivd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 




















Please send us ( ) “HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM.” 
Enclosed $___________ with manual $10.00 ea. $___——_—sr'witth records $15.00 ea. 
Please send us (___) “WHEN THE LITTLEST CAMEL KNELT.” 
Enclosed $________ with manual $10.00 ea. $___ swith records $15.00 ea. 
Name Address 
Zone State 
Sove COD postal charges by enclosing Check Money, Order ee 
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WEDDING CERTIFICATES 
OF DISTINCTION 


ERE are wedding certificates 

guaranteed to satisfy the most 
discriminating. They. represent the 
best in the engraver’s and printer’s 
art. 


No. H-1—Duplex card, leather grain out- 
side with silk-like paper lining, tied with 
silk cord and tassel. Size, 64” x4%”. 
Each, with envelope, 35c; 6 copies, $1.80; 
dozen, $3.50. 


No. N-1—Duplex card, leather grain out- 
side with silk-like paper lining, tied with 
silk cord and tassel. Size 74%” x5%4”. 
Each, with envelope, 45c; 6 copies, - $2.40; 
dozen, $4.50. 


No. N-2—Same size as above but printed 
on white Leehyde, a beautiful material 








Cover Design, N-! and N-2 


| 











| «omipve 


Ens Certifies That 





= 





| were amied oe 
Poly Matrimony 





jn the Biseroe of __ 


fm accordance with the Laws of the 


Sraie of 





dag of 
































Certificate Page H-! 


closely resembling smooth sheepskin. Boxed. 
Each, 90c; 6 copies, $5.00; dozen, $9.00. 


No. J-1—Devotional Marriage Certificate. 
A booklet certificate with devotional read- 
ings for the first fifteen days of married 
life. White paper with gray, deckle edged 
cover. Silk cord and tassel. Each, with 
envelope, 50c; 6 copies, $2.75; dozen, $5.00. 


We prepay postage when remittance 
accompanies order 


Church Management, Inc. 
1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 











on request. 


Department 102 





—Baptismal Fonts... 


Beautiful designs in everlasting marble or 
richly carved wood. Splendid for memorial 
presentation. Booklet of designs submitted 


Scranton 2, Pennsylvania 





RESPONDENCE INSTRUCTION. 


Irvington, Indianapolis 19, Indiana 





FRESHEN YOUR PREACHING WITH COR- 
Practical 
courses in psychology, literature, theology, 
etc. Competent faculty. Individual instruc- 
tion. Reasonable. Write for further information. 
pp peels SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
A corr ndence institution established 1896 
J. P. REDINGTON & CO. imme re 


























The EVERY SUNDAY BUL 


for details. 





616 E. St. Clair Ave. 


APPROPRIATE FOLDERS ... 


For every Sunday in the year 

ETIN SERVICE 
will furnish your church with attractive, col- 
ored felders at low cost. Available with or 


without special message on back page. 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 







Embroideries, Fabrics 
Write 


church and clergy 











131 Eost 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 





PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings, Altar Cloths, 
Bible Markers, Communion Linens, 


Custom Tailoring for Clergymer 


1837 ot ‘service ‘te’tne [948 















2013 Walnut Street 


VESTMENTS 


FOR THE CLERGY & CHOIR 


Pulpit Robes, Altar Hangings. 
Linens, Fringes, 


Sold by the Yard 
Send for samples & catalog 
J. THEODORE CUTHBERTSON, inc. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Brocades 








try. Send for lists. 


Church Film Service 
JOHN D. THOMPSON, Director 
2595 Manderson Street 





MOTION PICTURES — SLIDES 
FILMSTRIPS — RECORDINGS 


We carry one of the largest and most complete 
stocks of religious audio-visual aids in the coun- 


Omaha II, Nebraska 

















$O9009000000000H0HO9009OOO / 
New Products 
for Churches’ © 


DPORODOODADDDDDDDADDADDAADODAD 


MAL 
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(Readers can secure further infor 
mation about any of these items by) 
writing Church Management and men 
tioning the number which follows each 
story.) 








NEW SLIDE VIEWER 





This viewer gives a brilliant enlarge- 
ment of approximately five times th: 
subject. The magazine accommodates 
seventy-five 2” x 2” cardboard slides 01 
thirty double glass slides. Screen size 
7%” x7%”. Simply press the lever 
and the change of slides is made. A 
projector, slide changer and screen in 
one unity. (No. 11481) 








A LUMINOUS PSALM 


& PSALM OF DAVID 


_ Lord is my shepherd; | shall 
not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he lead- 
eth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though | walk through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death, | will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before 
me in the presence of mine en- 
emies: thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over.. 

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and | will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 





Through the use of luminous pap: 
the manufacturer has produced a cha 
which carries the twenty-third psal 
which is readable in the dark. It is a 






































CHURCH MANAGEMENT for November, 1948 





1ounced, in particular, for the nursery. 
We think that many invalids and sleep- 
ess people will appreciate the light 
glow with the psalm of assurance in 
the background. The matted chart 
measures 144%” x 19” and sells for one 
dollar. (No. 11482) 








LOW PRICED ADDRESSING 
MACHINE 





An addressing machine which sells, 
with supplies for 500 names at $30.47 
(tax-paid) has been offered the public 
and will find a welcome in many 
churches. Prints twenty addresses per 
minute. A master tape is substituted 
for the usual stencils. (No. 11483) 








PRICED SOUND MOVIE 
PROJECTOR 


LOW 





A sound 16mm motion picture pro- 
jector for less than $200.00. It is sat- 
isfactory for groups up to one hundred 
people. It projects an image 52” x 70”. 
Sound volume is comparable with the 
higher price units. (No. 11484) 








SEE BEFORE YOU BUY! 







.. More 


FOR YOUR MONEY |. 


Has that EXTRA value that distin- 
guishes a superior product. 

Here is a hymnal your Church will 
be proud to use. And priced so you 
SAVE! Still has the unique advantages 
of tarnish-proof gold stamped bind- 
ing, lacquered for long wear. 510 mu- 
sical numbers, 67 Scripture Readings. 
Price per 100 only $100 not prepaid. 


Mail Coupon for FREE Sample Copy 


® Mail coupon today and see how QUALITY 
rings and echoes from every page, every feature. 

True to its name, “The SERVICE Hymnal” meets 
the demands of the hour with new, inspiring material 
for every use for all denominations. With this com- 
plete service book you need no other—3 books in one. 


480 Pages, 510 
Musical Numbers. 
67 Scripture Readings 





THE 
SERVICE 
HYMNAL 






eee ee eee 





We need new song books in our church. Please 
t send free sample of ‘“The Service Hymnal.’ 
i Official 
me oe Title__ iia 
f Address___ —— - — 
I City i ae 
Zone 
Church and Date Books 
| Denom oe SO EE 
5 Pastor. Address 





ae sagem 





vy eter oer’ CONIPANY 


5709-T8 WEST LAKE STREET, CHICAGO 44, ILL. 


















® ALL CHURCH CRAFTS e 











American Fiednetioas in 
Stained Glass, Lighting 
Fixtures, Woodwork, 

Altar Ornaments & Tablets 


Genuine Carillons 





















American Representative of 
J. Wippell & Co., Ltd. 
Exeter @ England 
English Church Art 
Address Inquiries 
GEGRGE L. PAYNE 
INE LEE PLACE *« PATERSON ]0,N. J. 











MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES 


For Marking Furniture, Windows, Rooms, 
Fixtures, Pictures, etc. 

Engraved on brass or bronze and solid cast 
bronze raised letters 





Fully illustrated descriptive price list 
“Folder B45(2)” on request 


W. L. CLARK CO., Inc. 
Manufacturers—Established 1914 
60 Lafayette Street New York 13 





R.GEISSLER.INC. 


71-79 W. 45th St., New York i9, N. Y. 


Church Eurnis ings 


IN CARVED WOOD AND |i Gi 
MARBLE: BRASS: SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS D 











pulpt GOWNS 
~ te ng 7 aan: -Geuaen 


and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1161 South 4th St., Greenville, 11. 
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Editorials 
(From page 8) 

amazing. They were either the result of en- 
ergetic efforts on the part of the minister or 
unusual congregational consciences. There 
were some small churches where one would not 
expect large congregations which were so 
nicely cleaned and cooled, and the congrega- 
tions responsive, that it was a pleasure to con- 
duct the services. 

On the positive side it is well to remember 
that a large part of the summer church pro- 
gram of today is conducted in summer camps 
and conferences. These take leaders from the 
local churches as well as many of its youths 
and adults. Such conferences are a recognized 
technique in the Protestant program. These 
activities should be counted in any appraisal 
of the summer program of the local church. 

But after making all allowances the summer 
services of our churches at the present time 
definitely type the church as part time institu- 
tion. No matter what excuses and reasons may 
be given, the community at large thinks of or- 
ganized religion as something which closes up 
shop when the hot weather comes. It is hard to 
persuade the observer that religion is vital when 
its proponents find it so easy to take a vacation. 
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No Color Line With the Indians 


E would like to nominate Bill Veeck, 

president of the World Champion Cleve- 

land Indians as the one who has made 
the greatest contribution in race relations dur- 
ing 1948. We do not know Mr. Veeck person- 
ally; we cannot say with any authority that he 
has a passion for race equality. But we do know 
that by giving a couple of Negro boys a chance 
to play with the Cleveland Indians he has made 
a tremendous contribution to racial under- 
standing. Clean-cut, hard-hitting Larry Doby 
and the experienced, shrew DeRoy (Satchel) 
Paige, certainly did their share in the greatest 
baseball season our city has seen for many 
years. They won the respect and admiration 
of the fans. With the desire to win games, 
Veeck gave them their chance, and they made 
good. That is good race relationship. 


We wish that our Cleveland Civic Messiah 
Chorus, which we understand has declined to 
admit Negro singers to its choir for the ren- 
dition of a magnificent religious oratorio could 
have shared a portion of Bill Veeck’s good 


sense. 
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Sallman’s 


“HEAD OF CHRIST” 


In Beautiful Six-Color Reproduction 
Special Get Acquainted Offer 
The pictures are treated with a 
protective coating which gives the 


effect of an oil painting even with 
brush marks. Framed without glass 





in lovely GOLD LEAF frames. 
Many other prints available. 
2 See $4.95 
ee 7.95 
i ee 12.95 
fae 19.95 
Satisfaction is guaranteed, money 








refunded if not pleased, provided re- 
turned insured. These low prices 


for limited time. 
Order Direct 


BERYL BLAKE 


Burkeville, Virginia 





a LUDUODADAD OLENA TTA 
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Church Bulletins 


Scriptural—Artistically Designed 


CHANCEL ALTERATIONS 


Pews - Church Woodwork 


Ossit Church Furniture Co. 
Janesville, Wisconsin 
SINCE 1867 








AUTOMATIC 
DUPLICATORS 


DELUXE—Open Drum Model 








Includes Federal 


$39.79 Excise Tax 


Also six stencils, brush, ink, stylus, correc- 


N 
AUTOMATIC... $9.79 


STENCILS (Postpaid) 





Large Assortment—Self Selection 


INK (Postpaid) 





Lithogra phed—Special Days—General use 


Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS, Loulsville, Ky. BROOKS BOUGHT 

FOR RENT 

FILMS versace 

PRODUCED 


Write for assistance on any 
Audio-Visual Aid problem. 
RELIGIOUS FILM SERVICE 


5121 West Devon Avenue, Chicago 30. Iilinols | | 
Telephone SPRing 6270 Dept. CM 








Good Cash Prices Paid 


@ Widely known for many years as the best market 
for good used books and libraries of ministers, 
etc. Write enclosing list of books you have for 
sale, or description of library or collection. 
action, courteous treatment. 

A catalog of new and old books free on request 


BLESSING BOOK STORES, Inc. 
63 E. Adams St. 


FOLIOS (Postpaid) 


“BEST” No. 56, 200 designs for all 


PAPER 


Prompt Have a nice assortment. Send for samples 


Chicago 3, It. OTTUMWA, IOWA 








tion fluid, writing plate, ink pad and instructions 





ey ae SES ne ee a $1.98 
NEW “B” TOP-PRINTED, qu.......... 2.15 | 
4 i hk ST ea 2.50 
“BEST, ‘» TUP-PRINTED, qu............ 2.75 


BLACK, ECO, 1 Ib. 80c; BEST, 1 ib...$1.20 
FOUR COLORS, % Ib. @ach............ 70 


cee, ee eee ea $2.10 | 


Send for catalog and Sample stencils. Dept. 3 


VARICOLOR DUPLICATOR CO. 
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DENNING FIXTURES 
FOR CHURCH PEWS 


THE ORIGINAL HAT 
HOLDER 


has been standard church equip- 
ment for over 40 years. More than 
10,000 churches are equipped. Hat 
holders attached to back of pews 
eliminate cloak room congestion. 










Richly finished in light bronze, 
dark bronze and nickel 


DENNING’S ENVELOPE HOLDER 





The Denning Manufacturing Co. 
2028 E. 70th St. Cleveland 3, O. 























“WE MISSED YOU SUNDAY” 


A SECRET MESSAGE CARD 


Mail it to your : 7 
Sunday ab- /a 7 7 
sentees. When | SECRET Post Card | stam | 
received by the | MESSAGE er 
absentee’ it is | QS q FOR 

entirely blank | \eikzy* 

on the _ back. | balan antte nies 

But when he | “tesa” 

has dipped it in { 
water the message appears. He is told that the 
minister and friends missed him from the serv- 
ices and hope that he will be back next Sunday. 


A small investment in these cards 
will pay dividends in church attendance. 


Sample Card, 5c — One Dozen, 50c 


$3.00 Per 100 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Inc. 
900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 











Make this amazing sont 


"SCREEN TEST. 




































Project your pictures on Free Sample 
of Radiant’s new “Million Mirror” 
screen fabric—and see for yourself 
the remarkable difference it makes! 





mirrors, 
fen i imbedded in the pure whit screen 
surface, make your pictures fairly glow 
with life! See what happens when light 
is reflected instead of absorbed! You will 
enjoy clearer, sharper black and whites— 
richer, brighter, more brilliant colors. Here is projection as 
real as life itself! 






i 
fa 
| 


Then ask your dealer to demonstrate the new 1949 Radiant 
Screens. Notice how easily they set up—how ruggedly 
they're built. Used and approved by leading industrial con- 
cerns, school systems, churches and government agencies 
all over the world—you cannot buy a better screen. 


Send coupon 
and get 


ABSOLUTELY RADIANT “ 
FREE ouctee ee SCREENS 


@ Generous sample of 
new Radiant ‘Million 
Mirror’ Screen Fabric 
.. Test it with your Radiant Manufacturing Corp. 7 
own projector and see 1227 S. Talman Ave., Chicago 8, Ill. H 
for yourself the remark- Send me FREE: Sample of Radiant “*Million | 
able improvement over Mirror”’ Screen Fabric AND Basic Film Source | 
1 

| 

I 

l 

l 

t 

I 





any other projection Directory. 
surface. 











Name. 

® Basic Film Source Address 

Directory—your handy ; 

guide to hundreds of City State 
My dealer is 






| 


i RR, Saco cop euaane aol 
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PIPE ORGAN DIRECTORY 














CONNECTICUT 


\PIPE ORGANS 


AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Inquiries Welcomed 


Fosassia “it 














MISSOURI 





4 








ILLINOIS 





CERTIFIED VALUE... 
that’s what you get in a Wicks 
Organ. A guaranteed product of 
practical, yet noteworthy artistic 

achievement ! 














Rilgen Organs 


The Artistic Achievement of 
Seven Generations. In prominent 
churches throughout the land. 

For the small church or chapel 
the Harmonic Ensemble, a genu- 
ine pipe organ, is the ideal instru- 
ment. 


The Kilgen Organ Company 
Factory—4632 W. Florissant 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Eugene R. Kilgen, President 














NEW JERSEY 











a7; 














e 
Organ Maintenance 
Rebuilding @ Repairs 
Additions @ Tuning 
Organ Chimes 
Amplified Tower Chimes 
Yearly Maintenance Contracts 
Courteous and Dependable 
Pipe Organ Service 
by Factory-Trained Experts 


OHIO 





HILLGREEN, LANE & CO. 
Alliance, Ohio 
* 


CHURCH ORGANS 
Established in 1898 


















Established 1873 


| PIPE SCHANTZ 
BS, Organ Company 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


ORGANS § 
} Member Associated Organbuilders of America 












Ft a 

















CHESTER A. RAYMOND 


Organ Builder | 


PRINCETON, N. J. 
Phone 935 


Member Associated Organ Builders of America 


44 SPRING ST. 





PENNSYLVANIA 


ROBERT R. SCHULTZ 


PIPE ORGAN BUILDER 


Modernizing old type pipe organs and installa- 
tion of chimes, harp and vibro harp our spe- 
cialty, also enlarging, repairing, rebuilding, 
tuning and voicing. Mostly all the work 
done on the premises. 

Best of workmanship and skill put into every 
job that we do. Can give best of references. 
A visit to one of our modernized or rebuilt 
organs solicited before you decide on the 
party who is to do the work. Our workman- 
Bhip is backed by forty-seven years’ experi- 
ence. We buy and sell pipe organs. 


ROBERT R. SCHULTZ 


Bangor, Pennsylvania Phone 404 




















CHOIR VESTMENTS 


Clerical Suits 
Cassocks . . . Surplices 
Stoles 
Rabats, Rabat Vests, Collars 
Black Clerical Shirts 


CHURCH HANGINGS 
Altar Linens 


C. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 


562 Fifth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. 


















LAL HEL 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY- SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














PICTURE POST CARDS 
OF YOUR CHURCH 
Reproduced From Your Own Photos 
Create greater interest in your Church, 
School, and Institutional activities with beau- 
tiful ARTVUE Picture Post Cards. ARTVUES 
are inexpensive—Treasured by all. 


Splendid Publicity ©® Cash Profits 
Send for Free Folder C. M. 


ARTVUE POST CARD CO. 


225 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 




















FOLDING CHAIRS 


—- OR 
\/ \ woop / 
| van \ 





Pig 


A . 
VVRITE FOR UATALOG 









J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 90 SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 











_- TIMES 


Edited by Dr. James F. Spink and 
Dr. Russell Taylor Smith 


U. S. A. $1.50 a year 
Canada $1.60 — Foreign $1.75 

40 PAGES OF REAL SOUL FOOD. FACTUAL 
Prophetic Flashes: What’s News; Articles 
Daniel; Helps for Preachers; Truth for Chri 
tian Youth; Prophetic and Devotional Article 
Many Features. Something You Need. Su! 
scribe Now. 

Prophetic Digest Publishing Co. 

17 Cherry Street, Collingdale, Penn. 








A serviceable combination 
envelope holder that will 
harmonize with most church _, 
pews. Black and gold poly- & 
chrome, takes 234-inch en- 
velope. 


$20.00 rer nunoren 
THE JUDSON PRESS 


Dept. 4'7—1703 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHI/ 
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Classified for Sale 
and Exchange 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, 
Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this De- 
partment: Ten cents per word; minimum charge, 
$1.00; payable in advance. The publisher re- 
serves the right to decline advertising and refund 
remittance. If box number is used add ten cents 
for forwarding postage. 


Forms close 5th of month preceding 
Address Classified Department 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 








BOOKS 





Wanted: 
1935, 1937 1938, 
on, Delaware. 


Copies Doran’s Ministers Manual for 
1940. Rev. R. W. Kirwan, Clay- 


Used Religious Book catalog now ready. Write 
today! Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Michigan. 


Marriage and Sexual Harmony by Oliver M. 
Butterfield. Recognized as a safe guide. Paper 
bound. Ninety-six pages. Fifty cents prepaid. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleve- 
land 15, Ohlo. 


The Protestant Faith. A primer on the basic 
beliefs by George A. Crapullo. You should have 
copies of this booklet for distribution to those 
who need a clear statement of the historic Prot- 
estant faith. Thirty-two pages, 25c. Church 
Management, Inc., 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 
15, Ohio, 


Wedding Etiquette. An attractive booklet which 
gives details of wedding etiquette including prob- 
lems of the bride, problems of the groom, issuing 
invitations, plans for reception, the processional, 
wedding music, decorations, etc. Almost a neces- 
sity to the minister; a wonderful pre-marriage 
gift to the bride and groom. Fifty cents per copy. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleve- 
land 15, Ohio. 


Out-of-print Leach books. We have a con- 
stant demand for the books of William H. Leach 
Which are now out-of-print. Right now we will 
be glad to pay 90c for used copies of the follow- 
ig books, provided they are in good enough con- 
dition for re-sale: Church Finance, Church Pub- 
licity, Church Administration, and 75c for copies 
t The Making of the Minister. Church Man- 
agement, 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








BOUND VOLUMES 





Church Management. Binding costs are so high 
we have had very few copies of Volume 24 
Maile up. This volume includes all issues begin- 
with October, 1947, continuing through 
September, 1948, Black waterproof 
$5.00 each; prepaid when remit- 
e accompanies the order. Church Management, 

90) Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


and 
number. 


postage 


—_ 
— 








CHURCH BULLETIN EXCHANGE 


— 





Eslletins and other printed matter sent us are 
rea and then held for requests from readers. 
Pui us on your mailing list. As material is 





POOODOOCOOCOCOOCL 


515 Auditorium Building 








TRY PHOTO OFFSET 


Let us quote prices on weekly calendars 


ARROW LETTER SERVICE 







for Your 
CHURCH BULLETINS 


Cleveland 14, Ohio : 


SIDDIDIIDIDDDIDDDDOD SOKDDDDDODODOODOOOOODOOOPDOOOS DDK 











TH CENTURY QUARTERLY 


Thomas Curtis Clark, Editor 


For Better Teaching, Deeper Study, 
Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson Quar- 
terly of young people and adults. Based 
on International Uniform Lessons. 


Sample copy Free. Write today. 
THE 20™ CENTURY QUARTERLY 
407. S. Dearborn St., Dept. CM, Chicago, II). 


—-Brass Altar Ware 


Complete selection of crosses, candelabra, 
vases, candlesticks and other brass ware now 
available. Write for catalog and price list. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
Department 802 Scranton 2, P 

















© Manufacturers of © 
Bronze 


HONOR ROLLS 
MEMORIALS 
SCULPTURED 
BAS-RELIEFS 
PLAQUES 
TABLETS 
NAME PLATES 
LETTERS 
Architectural Bronze & Aluminum 
Corporation 
General Office and Factory 


2342 W. BELMONT AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS © 



































available it will be sent to you upon request. 
Include stamps for postage. Church Management, 
1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio, 














ORGAN 
For Sale: Orgatron with two speakers. Christ 
Episcopal Church, 3451 Warrensville Center 


Road, Shaker Heights 22, Ohio. 








PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 





Leadership Needed. A_ southern California 
church, seeking to capitalize a great opportunity, 
needs a resourceful leader for church school, 
youth and kindred programs. 


sition for 


Interesting propo- 
Man 
Church Manage- 


one with successful experience. 
preferred. Address Box 633, 


ment. 








SOUND PROJECTORS 








‘Sketches Submitted Immediately for Approval” 











,PULPIT: ‘CHOIR 








CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 


DOCTORS 











sound movie 
everything ! 
nation to the 
satisfaction guaranteed! 
Schuylkill Haven, 


Leading make 16mm 
screens, microphones, 
paid throughout 
Savings, 
jectors, 


projectors, 
Shipped pre- 
glory of God! 
Poorman Pro- 
Pennsylvania. 








WIRE RECORDER 





For Sale: 
Glenn Sauder, 


New Webster Wire Recorder, $125.00, 
1300 Dawes, Muskegon, Michigan. 














r P . ‘ 
Service Flag Still on the Wall 
Most churches have lowered the 
service flag with appropriate cere- 
mony. Thousands have used our serv- 
ice star wallets and the litany we 
have recommended. Perhaps we can 
help you. The wallets are available 
for both blue and gold stars. 
Sample of wallet with copy 
of litany, 15c 
Twenty-five or more wallets 
at 10c each 


Church Management, Inc. 











1900 Euclid Ave. Cleveland 15, O. 
. J 

















Electric Lighted 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Cata- 
log containing illustra- 
tions and prices of the 
various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post 
card will do! Please 
mention name of your 
church, 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Department C Ashtabula, Ohle 














MEMORIAL 
PAINTINGS 


JOHN KROGMANN - Artist 


616 Gostlin Street, Studio 7 
HAMMOND, INDIANA 
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A NEW suNDAY SCHOOL 
DESERVES THE BEST IN 
IMPROVED EQUIPMENT 


Scientifically designed for the maxi- 
mum in comfort, utility, and with a 
sturdiness almost beyond belief. Up- 
holstered in indestructible and color- 
ful plastic. 








RENEW YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT 


b Long, Lenshi v Y, 


CHURCH FURNITURE * MEMORIALS * CHANCEL RENOVATIONS * LIGHTING FIXTURES 


1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 2, PA. 
2204 ALLEN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA. * 115-25 METROPOLITAN AVE., KEW GARDENS, N. Y. 
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IF YOU ARE a minister 


a church worker - a layman - you can 





broaden your spiritual horizons through 


THE 


RELIGIOUS 











HINKING men and women find spiritual refresh- 

ment and new strength through worthwhile books 
obtained for them by the rELiGious BOOK cLuB. Here is 
your opportunity to test for yourself, as many others 
have done for the last twenty years, the membership in 
a book club which brings you books of enduring value, 
and pleasure. Here is your opportunity to share in the 
savings and outstanding advantages each month as a 
member of the RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB. 


NEW ADVANCE GIFT PLAN 


By becoming a member today you may share in valuable 
savings. Our new advance gift plan enables you to re- 
ceive your bonus book—long before you buy any books 
—just by applying for membership in the Club and 
agreeing to buy only fowr Club books a year—at pub- 
lishers’ prices or less. Thereafter, an extra gift—or bonus 
book—is earned every time you buy four Club books 
in a year. 


OUTSTANDING ADVANTAGES 
FOR CLUB MEMBERS 


You receive, delivered at your door, any book you order 
—Club selection or not—at publisher's price or less. 
You need only take four books a year to maintain your 
membership. 

You receive the RBC Bulletin every month without 
charge. Its descriptive reviews of a// the new religious 
books help you to choose the best of these books pub- 
lished. An extra gift—or bonus—book is earned every 
time you buy four Club books during each year of 
membership. 

You may take advantage of the special prices we fre- 
quently offer, made possible by our large membership 
and the thousands of Club books purchased each month. 


2 lines thane toon Bi ath chy nae them ealerenenen entitle imine 











Your Gift: 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY, edited by Henry Smith Leiper. 
(Regular price, $5.00) In this monumental, 452-page sur- 
vey an outstanding authority in each major country around 
the world tells how the churches in his country have come 
through the war and how they are facing the post-war 
crisis. Provocative, exciting reading. 





B-2 
THE RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB : 
Port Authority Bldg., 76 Ninth Avenue I 
New York 11, N. Y. j 
You may enroll me as a member and send me at once as an advance } 
bonus CHRISTIANITY TODAY. I am to receive the RBC Bulletin 
monthly and if I do not want the Club selection described I will notify | 
you not to send it. I am not committed to buy more than four Club 
books each year and will receive a bonus book for every four Club q 
books purchased. i 
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THE 


NSPIRATION is spontaneous as you listen to the 
Baldwin Electronic Organ. Beautiful organ music, 
traditionally correct and appropriate in tone and 
volume to any devotional service, is available in this 
instrument at a nominal cost. 

Versatile and uniquely satisfying to a wide variety 
of musical and practical requirements, the Baldwin 
Electronic Organ can readily be adapted to your 


church, regardless of size or style of architecture. 





BALDWIN 


ELECTRONIC ORGAN 


Specifications and other details will be furnished on request 
BALDWIN PIANO COMPANY, CINCINNATI. 


Baldwin, Acrosonic, Hamilton and Howard Pianos 
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